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I’ve been thinking about the IB hours for English and I have compared Helmut’s suggestion to the official IB tables and the KIS and LISA timetables. ALL of them offer more English. We need to do so as well.
My worries:
I am REALLY worried about our students’ writing skills. I have checked the IB requirements. There is a heavy focus on writing and a bit of reading comprehension, but no LIU and listening tests. Our students do well in the exams (Matura and IELTS) BECAUSE of the points they gain in LIU, Listening and Reading. They are all 2 grades lower in writing. This has been the case in all classes over the last few years and is reflected in our internal tests, the  final exam and the IELTS results.
If we want our students to
· reach 6 or 7 in the IB and thus get 1s in the Austrian Maturazeugnis
· and be able to take the IELTS test and do well there
we have to offer them enough writing instruction. This means they need a little more time than we have now. We now have 10 WS in Oberstufe + the courses. 
I understand that we cannot ask for lots  of extra time because we cannot burden the students even more. By shifting the hours intelligently, we might make this work with only some minor changes.
I would suggest to follow the examples of KIS and LISA, where the students get 12 and 13 hours in Oberstufe. These hours include the hours of the  Academic Writing Course (2), which should be taught by the respective English teacher and be part of English (as done at  LISA).
This way English will have a bit more weight – the class will meet more regularly every week and the extra writing instruction can be integrated meaningfully into the topics discussed in class.
I believe that most of the IB students will also want to take the IELTS exam. IB English B only counts as B2 level. Really good international  universities demand C1 and many universities even give credit for IELTS and DELF… exams (Anna got credit for both exams at the TU Berlin) . We must make sure that our students will be able to achieve this level – even if they follow the IB program.
	IB norm requirements  
	SL 160 //HL 240  -- that would be 8 WS in year 7 and 8 alone
I believe that this is a LOT – since we can cover SOME of this in yrs 5 and 6 if we have a bit of time there.

	KIS
	year 5 to 8: 3+3+2+2 = 10 WS + 2WS Academic Writing in year 6 = 12WS

	LISA
	 year 5 to 8: 3+3+4+3 = 13 WS (but no extra  Acad.Writing               = 13WS

	GIBS Vorschlag Helmut
	year 5 to 8: 3+2.5+2+2: 9,5 WS + 2 WS Academic Writing (done in year 6and7)                                                                                                  = 11.5 WS

	My suggestion
	3/3   3/3   4/3   3/3  = 13 WS including Academic Writing

	
	



If we use these 13 WS efficiently we can prepare the kids really well for the Matura, the IB and the IELTS exams. It would only mean giving us 1hour back in SS of year 6 and putting the Academic Writing hours into the English class. This does not add lots of extra hours for the kids but gives English enough weight to be taken seriously over the 4 years of Oberstufe.

I hope you can follow my arguments. Please let me know what you think of this suggestion.
Lis
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