		English 7
Writing an opinion column
 A column shares some common characteristics: 
• Typically, it is short, between 750 and 800 words. 
• It has a clearly defined point. 
• It has a clearly defined point of view. 
• It represents clarity of thinking. 
• It contains the strong, unique voice of the writer. 

 Questions to ask yourself when writing an opinion column
• Do I have a clear point to make? 
• What is it? 
• Who cares? (Writing with a particular audience in mind can inform how you execute your column. Who is it that you are trying to convince? Why are you trying to convince them?)

Things to think about while writing your opinion column:
•  Make your strongest, most compelling point first. You have no more than 10 seconds to hook a busy reader, which means you shouldn’t digress into a lengthy lead.
•  Tell readers why they should care. Put yourself in the place of an uninformed, perhaps disinterested, reader and ask yourself: Would I read this? Would I care? Target your suggestions to real people, and appeal to their self interest, not yours.
•  Create a persuasive ending. A strong opening paragraph hooks readers, but it’s also important to summarize your argument with a persuasive final paragraph. You may restate your opening lead using alternate wording.
[bookmark: _GoBack]•  Having a strong voice is critical to a successful column. Columns are most typically conversational in tone, so you can imagine yourself have a conversation with your reader as you write (a short, focused conversation). But the range of voice used in columns can be wide: contemplative, conversational, descriptive, experienced, informative, informed, introspective, observant, plaintive, reportorial, self-effacing, sophisticated, humorous, among many other possibilities.

You task is to write your own opinion column about the importance of language and the topics we have discussed in class. Your column should be a minimum of 500 words and is due Friday the 19 th of September. It should be sent to the following email address: 
rose-marie.hedqvist.lilje@analys.urkund.se
