GIBS - Graz International Bilingual School - has just been ranked best „Gymnasium“ in Austria by the new daily newspaper Österrreich - another feather in our hat, for although we take these rankings and surveys with a pinch of salt, we are pleased that our students and their parents once again gave us their vote of confidence. GIBS continues to go from strength to strength and this success can be traced back to an idea one person had in the late eighties.

Peter Bierbaumer, Visionary

Univ. Prof. Dr. Peter Bierbaumer, Head of the English Department at Graz University, was the first to realize that a bilingual school was needed in Graz, not only to serve the international community but also to offer motivated young local people the opportunity to excel and to attain a high level of proficiency in foreign languages. 


 Peter Bierbaumer got strong support for his pioneering idea from international companies located in and around Graz. At that time the industrial Car Cluster was expanding in the province of Styria and the paper mills were attracting experts from all over the world to come to Graz. A bilingual school was a prerequisite for newcomers with families signing contracts and settling in the area.


The other factor that contributed greatly to the establishment of a bilingual school was the growing mobility of the Austrian population and their consequent interest in acquiring excellent language skills. As European citizens, Austrians are expected to be multilingual, flexible and skilled enough to live and work in other European countries. Young Austrians want to study abroad, broaden their horizons, make the world their oyster.

For Peter Bierbaumer it became a political responsibility in the broadest sense to make the vision of GIBS become a reality, to bring the local and international community together with an invaluable resource, one which would give young Austrians access to vital foreign language skills, in particular English, and at the same time give young people from all over the world who had moved to Graz the opportunity to continue their schooling in English. 
Peter Bierbaumer, Job Creator 
Peter Bierbaumer not only had a vision of how to further the career of  school students, he was also keen to help young academics find attractive employment. 

In his capacity as Head of the Department of English at Graz University, he investigated all possible ways of creating jobs for newly qualified teachers and managed to secure government financing for a team of trusted former students to do research on bilingualism and develop a programme for a bilingual high school which would be compatible with the Austrian educational system. Thus the employment of ambitious young educators went hand in hand with the development of the programme for the bilingual school.


Peter Bierbaumer combined an understanding of how to take full advantage of government funding with an unerring talent for choosing the right person for the right job. He gave the founding team scope to find creative solutions for educational problems and to implement innovative teaching methods resulting in an educational pilot project which was the first of its kind in Austria and one of the most progressive in Europe.
Peter Bierbaumer, Negotiator 

A location for the proposed new school had to be found. Bierbaumer`s political integrity allowed him to approach representatives of all political parties, present his ideas, convince them how worthwhile the project was and seek their support. All options offered were carefully examined and discussed and new ideas were generated.

The persistance with which Bierbaumer pursued his goal finally paid off: a decision was taken to start GIBS as an annexe of  the Pestalozzi Gymnasium, an established Graz grammar school. Additional help came from the Centre for School Development, but the general principles of the programme for the first bilingual state school in Austria were largely developed by the founding team itself. Our programme has stood the test of time and served as a model for a number of other schools in Austria.

Peter Bierbaumer, has always had a good hand at hiring highly motivated staff who are willing to work towards a common goal. He carefully chose the original GIBS team and then gave us the necessary freedom to develop a sound programme.
The last 15 years have shown that his dream of a bilingual school that would bring together children from all parts of the world and foster critical thinking as well as mutual understanding both on the linguistic level as well as on a personal level, has really come true. GIBS has become a place where children learn to respect cultural diversity and acquire skills and academic knowledge as a basis for life-long learning.
In order to reach these goals the staff are using a large variety of innovative teaching methods that encourage autonomous learning and critical thinking. As it can be seen in the latest ranking – both parents and students seem to appreciate our efforts. Peter Bierbaumer’s dream has come true. 
Peter Bierbaumer won’t stop.

Due to the excellent school atmosphere and the high teaching standards GIBS has become so popular that the number of applicants vastly exceeds the number of places we can offer. In order to meet these demands we must expand the school and teach three parallel classes in the future. We trust that our founding father will use his excellent negotiating skills to support this project even after his retirement.
Thank you,
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