Werteinheiten for Modern Languages
Situation before 2007:

	Lower school classes
	31st student splits
	We all agreed not to have such big classes in order to be fair to other subjects.

	Upper school classes
	26th student splits (split classes need not be reunited as long as they are bigger than 20)
	Many of our classes are bigger than this. We have always used the WE to feed the course system and other subjects. The only classes that are split are 5a and b


Important: We accept this part of the system. We ask you to notice that E and F teachers have contributed lots of W.E. to the course system but we do not question the system so far.

Situation NOW:  New hopes!!!☺☺☺
	Lower school
	25th student splits
	

	2007
	+4WE for English
	but they went to German co- teaching and an undisclosed recipient.

	2008
	+8WE for English
	We think that French would need them even more urgentlyB

	2009
	+11WE for English

+  4 WE for French
	Should be used for E/F fairly

	2010
	+14 for E

+  8 for F
	…


Our reasons:

· Languages can only be learned in active communication, not as a passive recipient. In the foreign language every new word or phrase must be USED orally or in writing. Teacher talk at the front of the class is absolutely useless in language learning. 

· Silence and concentration in small groups: esp. important for beginners. (French year 3)
· True mixed ability groups (L1, Bilinguals who can or cannot write, L2) We regularly teach 3-4 different levels and programs in one class. 

· Personal feedback on texts (content and language corrections, stylistic improvement) is very demanding and time consuming. Some of this can be given orally in smaller groups.

· Marking load for teachers is unbearable – please be fair and see this.

· Co-teachers can help increase students’ speaking time and can help with stylistic text improvement in upper school but cause even more planning and preparation time. They cannot be used for marking (exception Dany), cannot replace the teacher’s responsibility for individual students. Cannot monitor progress. 
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