Existence is Absurd (2 credits English + 2 credits philo)

On the English side of the course we are going to look at the Theater of the Absurd, where some very rebellious writers have challenged the traditional assumptions that man is a rational creature who lives in an at least partially intelligible universe. No – in their plays the world is absurd, man is an isolated being who is cast into an alien universe. We are going to look at a few absurd plays (Samuel Becket, Waiting for Godot, Edward Albee, The Zoo Story or Who is Afraid of Virginia Woolf…)and see that they are 'absurd' in a double sense: they are grotesquely comic as well as irrational, a deliberate parody of Western culture.

Elective 2:

3 credits: Native American Heritage

In this course we are going to look at Native Americans as they really live and think and compare this knowledge with the way Native Americans have been portrayed in films. We are going to look at their history, their values and beliefs.

The course will be set up as one big workshop in which you will study examples from Native American Literature (stories and poems) as well as essays and films about their history and culture. You will also be required to read one novel written by a Native American author.

Assessment: You will be asked to write a short paper on an aspect of Native American culture of your choice and present this aspect to the group.

Elective 3:

4 credits: America, the Melting Pot?

Did you know that many of the most well-known and best-selling authors in America are members of ethnic minorities? 

In recent years the traditional melting pot image of America has been challenged and replaced by the more fitting image of a patchwork quilt where different ethnic groups do not melt but live next to each other, each of them adding their specific flavor to the national character. This trend is also reflected in contemporary American literature. 

After a general overview of the problem groups will specialize in different ethnic literatures (Black American, Hispanic American, Jewish American, Native American, Asian American). You are going to read samples of well-known contemporary authors and will be asked to read one novel of your choice. We will be dealing with the questions of culture shock, intercultural awareness, modern colonialism and agricultural slavery, search for identity, survival strategies, the role of religion and music…. Many of these are useful topics for a cross-curricular final exam.

Scandals in Literature

What do The Catcher in the Rye,  Lady Chatterly's Lover and A Clockwork Orange have in common? - - 

They have all been banned at some time in their printed life.

Many "classics of world literature were regarded as scandalous when they were first published, but have in the meantime become famous and highly appreciated books. In this course we are going to read examples of once banned novels and analyze the reasons why they were banned. Books have been banned or challenged for several reasons. They have been called obscene, immoral, disturbing or subversive. Let's see if any of these accusations are true?

Requirements: Reading: 1-2 "scandalous" novels  and some extracts from other challenged works 

Writing: Short paper about your novel and the reasons for banning it.

Oral Presentation or your book
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