Reported speech discovery activity

This activity is done orally by students working in pairs. The texts and activities required are on the two cards below, A1) and A2). Each pair requires one set of cards. The cards should be copied or glued back to back so that the students cannot see both texts at the same time. 


	
Reporting What Someone Said


1. What do they do in the dialogues?
Maria has just met an English tourist. Write the numbers in the boxes next to the dialogue.
 Asking for information  Giving information  Making a suggestion

 Tourist: Can you go skiing near here?
 Maria: Yes, sure you can.  Can you ski well or are you a beginner?
 Tourist: Oh, I’m quite good. I go every weekend.
 Maria: Well, in that case you can go to the Dachstein.
 Tourist: I don’t know where it is.
 Maria: Well, I’ll take you there.



	
2. Fill in the gaps to complete the report.

This morning I met an English tourist who ………. me if he could go 
skiing near here. I ….….. him if he could ski well or if he was a 
beginner. He ….. me that he was quite good because he went skiing
every weekend….. I ….. that he could go to the Dachstein.
 He ….… he didn’t know where it was so I took him there.

3. Discover the rule

The underlined verbs are in the past tense. Can you guess why? Would the same tense be used in your own language?

4. Report writing

Imagine that you had a similar conversation with an English-speaking tourist. Write a short report about what happened and what was said.




Procedure:
a) Students work in pairs and first identify the functions of the utterances in the dialogue. Feedback may be given by the teacher at this stage. Students then fill in the gaps in the report.
b) Students work in pairs and carry out the discovery task. The teacher may need to ask additional prompting questions. 
c) students work on their own and write an imaginary report about a similar incident. This will be a ‘learning by using’ activity and moves in the direction of the following learning stages (Proceduralisation, performance). 
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