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Grammar Task 1 (awareness raising), Superlative and Comparative 

Material (sorry for the bad scans) 

• 10 „Guess who has” (A4) 

• 10 skeleton (A4) 

• 10 “I am an…” 

• worksheet (as many as you have students) 

Setup 

Put all the „Guess who has” (10) on the walls of your classroom. Put the corresponding picture of the 

skeleton next to it. 

Instructions to the students: 

On the walls you will find the description of animals, to be more precise, of some of their bones. Take 

your worksheet and a pen, read through five (or any number you like, depends on how long the 

activity should be, a time limitation is also possible) and note down all the features that you think will 

help you and your co-students figure out what animal it is. When you have the descriptions of 5 

animals (or the time is over) start to talk to other students. Compare your notes, try to guess 

together with your co-students which animals you have and which they have (and if you find one out 

note it down!). 

Activity 

Give your students some time to browse through the information on the wall and note down some 

features.  

Then ask them to compare their notes for 5 min and come up with a guess for their animals. 

Whoever is closest to the correct solution gets the corresponding description (“I am a…) and reads 

out loud the description first, the solution last. 

Role of the teacher: 

During the activity: help your students with any vocab they are unfamiliar with, note down the words 

the students asked about on paper slips (or have them prepared beforehand if you know your 

students well) and pin them next to the “Guess who has”. 

During the reading-out: Be a co-teacher! Note down any words your students might not know on the 

blackboard (e.g. “mammal” and a short definition and/or the German term (or again have the words 

prepared on paper slips (big enough that everyone can read them!).  

Ask who has guessed the most! 

Sources 

Balkan, Gabrielle (2017). Book of Bones, 10 Record-Breaking Animals. London: Phaidon Press Limited 

Newby, David (2002). Grammar for Communication. Wien: öbv&hpt. 
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Guess who has… 

Read through the descriptions on the wall of your classroom. Each description tells you 

about a different kind of animal. 

Note down the features of the animals which might help you figure out what animal it is! 

Try to guess what animal it is, if you don`t know the English term you can use the German 

term as well.  

Animal Features 
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Quick Check Grammar 

Chart - ✓ + 
Explain why 
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  X The descriptions contain a lot of superlatives and 

comparatives, the students have an authentic 

environment in which the forms are used. 
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Depth of processing and Complex 

encoding : Will the learners be 

mentally active and process grammar, 

lexis and their “world knowledge”? 

  X The students should try to guess what animal it is 

through connecting the given information to their 

knowledge about animals. The topic of bones is 

hopefully just a bit different and also exiting. 

Commitment filter:  

Will the learners’ cognitive and 

affective needs be met? (e.g.: curiosity, 

problem solving, enjoyment, fun, 

success) 

  X The learners have to be curious which animals 

they have and also talk to fellow students. I hope 

they enjoy that the do not have to stay seated 

during the task but can get up and walk around 

the class, which might also lead to different 

interview partners (not only their seating-

neighbors) 

Peer and social learning and 

interaction: 

Pair – or groupwork, sharing, oral 

activities, jigsaw activities… 

  X alone as well as group work, sharing of 

information 

Personalisation:  

Do the learners have the opportunity to 

draw on their personal experiences and 

express their own ideas? 

X   This is the first step of introducing 

superlative/comparative forms, thy can`t express 

their own ideas yet. 

Contextualisation:  

Is the exercise embedded in a clear 

communicative context? 

  X It is a book about the topic, and the learners can 

see all the parts of the book in the end. 

Authenticity of process: 

Will the learners use language in 

natural, “language-like” ways (rather 

than manipulate forms)? 

  X It is an authentic text. 

Task-based:  

Do the students fulfil a purposeful task 

that will have an outcome or end 

product? 

  X Their task is to find out which animal it is, the 

end product is “How many did I get?” 

Testing versus teaching: 

Does the exercise support learning or 

only test it? 

  X It is about raising awareness and has nothing to 

do with testing 

This exercise supports learning 

processes… 
   

 

 














































































