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1. Notes for the teacher

AIMS: The learners understand the notion of duration and are able to use the present perfect simple and progressive in order to express how long something has been going on.
AGE/LEVEL: These tasks are suitable for learners from year 3 onwards (level A2).
REQUIREMENT: The learners should know the difference between for and since.
 
	Activity 
	short explanation 
	phase 

	Greta’s life 
	The learners discover the new tense in a text about Greta Thunberg. They read the text, make out what is new, identify and write down the new form and then make guesses about possible rules.
	Awareness raising  
Conceptualization and hypothesis building 

	 How long have you had?
	The pupils get together in pairs and discover the notion on their own. First, they should read the questions and answers and put them together and then they should come up with their own hypothesis.
	Awareness raising 
Conceptualization and hypothesis building 

	A guessing game: 2 truths and a lie 
	The pupils have a lot of talking time and repeat the tense several times. They will have to move in class and talk to all their classmates. After that, the teacher should ask who knows their classmates best. 
	Proceduralization in scaffolded conditions 

	Interview your classmates 
	The learners are asked to talk to their classmates. For the talk they will have scaffolded sentences where they have to use this notion of the present perfect. 
	Proceduralization in scaffolded conditions 

	What have they been doing? 
	The learners get a worksheet that has pictures, time frames and scaffolded sentences on them. They should write down how long the people in the pictures have been doing something and also create their own drawings and sentences.
	Proceduralization in scaffolded conditions 

	How long have you had? 
	The pupils practise the questions structure of this tense. They have to come up with their personalized sentences. 
	Proceduralization in scaffolded conditions 
 

	How long has Joe Biden been president? 
	The learners get a worksheet with pictures of and information about famous people or things. Next to these, they should re-write the information that is provided by using the present perfect.
	Performance in real-life conditions 
 

	A guessing activity: describing your classmates 
	The learners write down facts about how long they have had something, done something, known sth. etc., but only in key words so that the others in their group have to guess what it could mean. When they have guessed everything correctly, they should then write a description of everyone in the group using the present perfect.
	Performance in real-life conditions 


2. Materials for the learners

ACTIVITY 1: Greta’s life

Read the text on your own. Then, read it together with your teacher one more time. Now, as a grammar detective, try to find out what is new in the text (together with a classmate). Is there a new form?  

[image: Greta Thunberg – Wikipedia]

 
Greta Thunberg is a very famous Swedish activist. She has lived in Sweden since she was born. She has been a climate activist since she was 8 years old. Greta is a vegan, so she doesn’t eat any animal products. Also, she has not flown in an airplane for 10 years. She started protesting for climate change awareness in 2018, so she has been organizing school strikes for Fridays for Future for many years now. Greta has spent every Friday in a strike since she was 16 years old. Many people have been talking about Greta since she has become famous. But I have not seen her in the news for a few weeks!  

















 
 







Your teacher is going to underline a few of these new forms with you. Write all of them down: 

has lived, has been,                                                                                                                               .

                                                                                                                                                                  .

                                                                                                                                                                  .
                                                                                                                                                                  



Look at the text again. As a grammar detective, try to find out how we form this new tense and when we use it. 
 
 To build the present perfect simple, we use _________________ or __________________ + the ______________ of the verb.

 

 
 
 To build the present perfect progressive, we use _________________ or __________________ + _________________ + the 3rd form of the verb.






She has been protesting ---- 
This does not match your rule above!o




We use the present perfect when we talk about ____________________ . This means, we use it when we talk about how long something takes or how long something has been going on. We often use it with ________ and ________ .







How long something takes – is misleading.
It takes me an hour to assess a paper. This is a different thing.
Just say: how long something has been going on.


In your text about Greta you are only showing present tense and present perfect. This would be a good time to ask them what tense we would use in German for all these examples. That way the kids notice the difference and see that in E we use the ppt for things that have been going on for a long time.















	
	Quick Check Grammar Chart
	-
	
	+
	Explain why

	Learning   Stages
	Awareness raising
	
	
	
	Awareness of a new tense is raised through the text about Greta 

	
	Conceptualization and hypothesis building
	
	
	
	Conceptualization by writing down the present perfect forms that they can find in the text and then filling in the rule-boxes 

	
	Proceduralization in scaffolded conditions
	
	
	
	

	
	Performance in real-time context
	
	
	
	

	Pedagogical   Principles   and   Communicative   Criteria
	Depth of processing and Complex encoding : Will the learners be mentally active and process grammar, lexis and their “world knowledge”?
	
	
	+
	yes, they have to discover a new form and the underlying rule

	
	Commitment filter: 
Will the learners’ cognitive and affective needs be met? (e.g.: curiosity, problem solving, enjoyment, fun, success)
	
	
	+
	Reading about Greta will probably spark their curiosity as she is well-known

	
	Peer and social learning and interaction:
Pair – or groupwork, sharing, oral activities, jigsaw activities…
	
	
	
	Yes, they should work on discovering the rule together

	
	Personalisation: 
Do the learners have the opportunity to draw on their personal experiences and express their own ideas?
	-
	
	
	

	
	Contextualisation: 
Is the exercise embedded in a clear communicative context?
	
	
	
	The context is not as communicative as, for example, an e-mail, but the exercise is embedded in the description of a famous person

	
	Authenticity of process:
Will the learners use language in natural, “language-like” ways (rather than manipulate forms)?
	-
	
	
	

	
	Task-based: 
Do the students fulfil a purposeful task that will have an outcome or end product?
	-
	
	
	Not yet possible as it is an awareness raising activity

	
	Testing versus teaching:
Does the exercise support learning or only test it?
	
	
	+
	There is no testing involved in this task, it only supports learning.

	
	This exercise supports learning processes…
	[image: ]
	[image: ]
	[image: ]
	



ACTIVITY 2: How long have you had…? 	
								
I’ve known my best friend Andy for 8 years. 
I’ve had my green bike for three years. I got it from my aunt. 
I’ve been dreaming of a new bike for ages. 
My brother has had his car for ten years. 










You will find an activity on the teacher’s desk. Find a partner and try to create meaningful sentences. One of you should take the question card and one the answer cards. 

	How long have you had your pet?
	I have had my pet for two weeks.
	How long have you wanted a pet? 
	I have always wanted one.

	How long have you been playing the guitar?
	I have been playing for six years. 
	How long have you had your own guitar?
	I got one at my 9th birthday. I have had it for four years now.

	How long have you known your best friend?
	I have known him/her since I was six. 
	How long have you been best friends?
	We have been best friends since we were nine.

	How long have you lived in this town?
	I have lived here for five years.
	How long has your house been green?
	The house has been green since I can remember. 






Put your heads together: What have you been talking about? Try to come up with an explanation of when you use this tense and show it to your teacher. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

	
	Quick Check Grammar Chart
	-
	
	+
	Explain why

	Learning   Stages
	Awareness raising
	
	
	
	

	
	Conceptualization and hypothesis building
	
	
	
	The pupils get the complete set of sentences and they are forced to think on their own and build a hypothesis.  

	
	Proceduralization in scaffolded conditions
	
	
	
	

	
	Performance in real-time context
	
	
	
	

	Pedagogical   Principles   and   Communicative   Criteria
	Depth of processing and Complex encoding: Will the learners be mentally active and process grammar, lexis and their “world knowledge”?
	
	
	
	They have to discover a new tense and its meaning. 

	
	Commitment filter: 
Will the learners’ cognitive and affective needs be met? (e.g.: curiosity, problem solving, enjoyment, fun, success)
	
	
	
	They are forced to think on their own and build a hypothesis.  

	
	Peer and social learning and interaction:
Pair – or groupwork, sharing, oral activities, jigsaw activities…
	
	
	
	Yes, they should work on discovering the rule together.

	
	Personalisation: 
Do the learners have the opportunity to draw on their personal experiences and express their own ideas?
	-
	
	
	

	
	Contextualisation: 
Is the exercise embedded in a clear communicative context?
	
	
	
	The pupils get the completed sentences but have to read them in a communicative way. 

	
	Authenticity of process:
Will the learners use language in natural, “language-like” ways (rather than manipulate forms)?
	
	
	
	Yes, the sentences are authentic. 

	
	Task-based: 
Do the students fulfil a purposeful task that will have an outcome or end product?
	-
	
	
	Not yet possible as it is an awareness raising activity.

	
	Testing versus teaching:
Does the exercise support learning or only test it?
	
	
	+
	There is no testing involved in this task, it only supports learning.

	
	This exercise supports learning processes…
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	[image: ]
	[image: ]
	



ACTIVITY 3: 2 truths, 1 lie
1st step: Write three statements about yourself on a small cheat sheet, one of them must be a lie. The sentences must be about how long you have had specific items, for example a bracelet. 
2nd step: When you are done you should move freely in class and talk to your classmates about your statements. They should guess which one is the lie. So, you should choose a lie that is not too simple for the other to guess.  


 
Here is a phrase for you to use when you share your statements:  
 
· I have had … for three years / for two months / since I was a child / since my
fifth birthday.  
 
Here are some phrases for you to use when you respond to the others’ statements:  
 
· I don’t think that you have had your … for such a long time/ for three days.  
· I think you have had your … for more than three weeks/ a year.  
· … the first/second/third statement is a lie.  
















	
	Quick Check Grammar Chart
	-
	
	+
	Explain why

	Learning   Stages
	Awareness raising
	
	
	
	

	
	Conceptualization and hpothesis building
	
	
	
	

	
	Proceduralization in scaffolded conditions
	
	
	
	It’s hardly possible to make mistakes having these scaffolding sentences. The students get to know each other better, have fun and practise a tense unconsciously in a communicative way. 

	
	Performance in real-time context
	
	
	
	

	Pedagogical   Principles   and   Communicative   Criteria
	Depth of processing and Complex encoding : Will the learners be mentally active and process grammar, lexis and their “world knowledge”?
	
	
	
	It is not complex but has the purpose to say the tense again and again until they will produce these sentences automatically and build confidence. 

	
	Commitment filter: 
Will the learners’ cognitive and affective needs be met? (e.g.: curiosity, problem solving, enjoyment, fun, success)
	
	
	
	Yes, they need to find out the lie which is kind of problem solving in a fun way. 

	
	Peer and social learning and interaction:
Pair – or groupwork, sharing, oral activities, jigsaw activities…
	
	
	
	They talk to all their classmates, so social learning is embedded. 

	
	Personalisation: 
Do the learners have the opportunity to draw on their personal experiences and express their own ideas?
	
	
	
	Yes, they are supposed to write sentences about their own experiences. Also, they have the chance to share them. 

	
	Contextualisation: 
Is the exercise embedded in a clear communicative context?
	
	
	
	Yes, it is all about communication. 

	
	Authenticity of process:
Will the learners use language in natural, “language-like” ways (rather than manipulate forms)?
	
	
	
	Yes, they will use language in a natural way. 

	
	Task-based: 
Do the students fulfil a purposeful task that will have an outcome or end product?
	-
	
	
	There is no end product since it is an oral task. 

	
	Testing versus teaching:
Does the exercise support learning or only test it?
	
	
	
	This is an exercise that supports learning. 

	
	This exercise supports learning processes…
	[image: ]
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ACTIVITY 4: Interview your classmates

Interview your classmates! First add their name in the provided clouds and ask them the provided question about their belongings. Write their answers in full sentences into the 2nd column. 
	classmate`s name
	Which of your belongings do you like best?
	How long have you had it/them?

	
	
	He/She has had his/her …
… since he/she was ten.
… for two years.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	




	
	Quick Check Grammar Chart
	-
	
	+
	Explain why

	Learning   Stages
	Awareness raising
	
	
	
	

	
	Conceptualization and hpothesis building
	
	
	
	

	
	Proceduralization in scaffolded conditions
	
	
	
	It’s hardly possible to make mistakes having these scaffolding sentences. The students get to know each other better, have fun and practise a tense unconsciously in a communicative way. 

	
	Performance in real-time context
	
	
	
	

	Pedagogical   Principles   and   Communicative   Criteria
	Depth of processing and Complex encoding: Will the learners be mentally active and process grammar, lexis and their “world knowledge”?
	
	
	
	It is not complex but has the purpose to say the tense again and again until they will produce these sentences automatically and build confidence. They practise the 3rd person. 

	
	Commitment filter: 
Will the learners’ cognitive and affective needs be met? (e.g.: curiosity, problem solving, enjoyment, fun, success)
	
	
	
	Hopefully, they will be curious about their friends´ items. 

	
	Peer and social learning and interaction:
Pair – or groupwork, sharing, oral activities, jigsaw activities…
	
	
	
	They talk to all their classmates, so social learning is applied. 

	
	Personalisation: 
Do the learners have the opportunity to draw on their personal experiences and express their own ideas?
	
	
	
	They share their personal experiences with their classmates. 

	
	Contextualisation: 
Is the exercise embedded in a clear communicative context?
	
	
	
	Yes, it is all about communication. 

	
	Authenticity of process:
Will the learners use language in natural, “language-like” ways (rather than manipulate forms)?
	
	
	
	Yes, they will use language in a natural way. 

	
	Task-based: 
Do the students fulfil a purposeful task that will have an outcome or end product?
	-
	
	
	There is no end product since it is more an oral task. 

	
	Testing versus teaching:
Does the exercise support learning or only test it?
	
	
	
	This is an exercise that supports learning. 

	
	This exercise supports learning processes…
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ACTIVITY 5: What have they been doing?

Complete the sentences with the phrases given in brackets as in the example. In the last 4 lines, try to draw your own pictures and write your own sentences. 

	[image: ]




	
We have been playing tennis for an hour.
                                                     since 1:00 o’clock
                                                        


	1:00
	Now it’s 2:00

	
	

	[image: ]
	
They _______________________in the same house since ____________ .




	2009
	Now it is 2019

	
	

	[image: ]
	
We _____________________________________ for _________________ .



	10:00
	Now it is 10:30

	
	

	[image: ]




	
He _________________________on the phone for ___________________ .



	11:00
	Now it is 12:00

	
	

	[image: ]
	
She ____________________the same book for _______________ .




	Monday 
	Monday the week after

	
	

	[image: ]
	
She ________________________a teacher for _____________________ .




	January
	Now it is May

	
	

	[image: ]



	
He _________________________ for a job since _____________________ .


	He left school
	Still no job

	
	

	[image: ]



	
It ____________________________________ since ___________________ .




	Last night
	Still snowing

	
	

	[image: ]



	
_______________________________________________________________

	
	

	
	

	YOUR CHOICE

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


 

	
	Quick Check Grammar Chart
	-
	
	+
	Explain why

	Learning   Stages
	Awareness raising
	
	
	
	

	
	Conceptualization and hpothesis building
	
	
	
	

	
	Proceduralization in scaffolded conditions
	
	
	
	Learners have to use the present perfect simple and progressive again and again in scaffolded sentences

	
	Performance in real-time context
	
	
	
	

	Pedagogical   Principles   and   Communicative   Criteria
	Depth of processing and Complex encoding: Will the learners be mentally active and process grammar, lexis and their “world knowledge”?
	
	
	+
	They will have to think about fitting verbs and other words to complete the sentences and about using them in the correct tense 

	
	Commitment filter: 
Will the learners’ cognitive and affective needs be met? (e.g.: curiosity, problem solving, enjoyment, fun, success)
	
	
	
	The sentences that are already given may not be very entertaining, but drawing their own pictures and coming up with new sentences might raise the fun-level 

	
	Peer and social learning and interaction:
Pair – or groupwork, sharing, oral activities, jigsaw activities…
	-
	
	
	

	
	Personalisation: 
Do the learners have the opportunity to draw on their personal experiences and express their own ideas?
	
	
	
	Yes, they should also include their own ideas in the last few lines

	
	Contextualisation: 
Is the exercise embedded in a clear communicative context?
	-
	
	
	

	
	Authenticity of process:
Will the learners use language in natural, “language-like” ways (rather than manipulate forms)?
	
	
	
	

	
	Task-based: 
Do the students fulfil a purposeful task that will have an outcome or end product?
	-
	
	
	

	
	Testing versus teaching:
Does the exercise support learning or only test it?
	
	
	
	It especially supports the proceduralization of the new tense

	
	This exercise supports learning processes…
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ACTIVITY 6: How long have you had?

Come up with suitable questions to the given answers that are true for yourself.  

Example: How long have you had your bike? 


………………………………………………………………………………………………………………?

Since I was five.







………………………………………………………………………………………………………………?

For several years now.





………………………………………………………………………………………………………………?

For about one month.





………………………………………………………………………………………………………………?

Since my sixth birthday.





………………………………………………………………………………………………………………?

For three years now.





………………………………………………………………………………………………………………?

For ages.





………………………………………………………………………………………………………………?

For five weeks. 




	
	Quick Check Grammar Chart
	-
	
	+
	Explain why

	Learning   Stages
	Awareness raising
	
	
	
	

	
	Conceptualization and hpothesis building
	
	
	
	

	
	Proceduralization in scaffolded conditions
	
	
	
	They have one example sentence, so they won’t make any mistakes in forming the tense.

	
	Performance in real-time context
	
	
	
	

	Pedagogical   Principles   and   Communicative   Criteria
	Depth of processing and Complex encoding: Will the learners be mentally active and process grammar, lexis and their “world knowledge”?
	
	
	
	It is not complex but has the purpose to produce the tense again and again until they will produce these sentences automatically and build confidence. 

	
	Commitment filter: 
Will the learners’ cognitive and affective needs be met? (e.g.: curiosity, problem solving, enjoyment, fun, success)
	
	
	
	They will have to think deep to come up with proper sentences.  

	
	Peer and social learning and interaction:
Pair – or groupwork, sharing, oral activities, jigsaw activities…
	-
	
	
	

	
	Personalisation: 
Do the learners have the opportunity to draw on their personal experiences and express their own ideas?
	
	
	
	Yes, they have to create questions that are true for themselves.  

	
	Contextualisation: 
Is the exercise embedded in a clear communicative context? 
	-
	
	
	

	
	Authenticity of process:
Will the learners use language in natural, “language-like” ways (rather than manipulate forms)?
	
	
	
	Yes, they will use language in a natural way. 

	
	Task-based: 
Do the students fulfil a purposeful task that will have an outcome or end product?
	-
	
	
	

	
	Testing versus teaching:
Does the exercise support learning or only test it?
	
	
	
	This is an exercise that supports learning. 

	
	This exercise supports learning processes…
	[image: ]
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ACTIVITY 7: How long has Joe Biden been president? 

Rewrite the information on the left side. Use the present perfect simple or progressive. Sometimes you can only write one sentence, sometimes you can write two. 
[image: Joe Biden – Wikipedia]

Joe Biden became the president of the USA on January 20th, 2021.


Joe Biden _____________________ ________________________________________ for __________.



	 






J.K. Rowling ____________________ ________________________________________ since she was ______ _____________________. 



_.









J.K. Rowling (born 1965), the author of Harry Potter, wrote her first book when she was 6 years old – a book about a rabbit called Rabbit.


















There are drawings of high heels on Egyptian murals from 3,500 B.C.


Women ______________________ _________________________________ for ______________________.



_.


	















Billie Eilish’s career started when she was very young. Her songs started playing in the Austrian radio in 2020. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



_.


















Dominic Thiem started playing tennis when he was 6 years old. His first year in professional tennis was 2012.  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



_.


















Sebastian Kurz stopped working in politics in 2021. Now, he is working for a company in the USA. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



_.












	
	Quick Check Grammar Chart
	-
	
	+
	Explain why

	Learning   Stages
	Awareness raising
	
	
	
	

	
	Conceptualization and hpothesis building
	
	
	
	

	
	Proceduralization in scaffolded conditions
	
	
	
	

	
	Performance in real-time context
	
	
	
	The first few examples are still a bit scaffolded, but the ones on the second page require a rather free use of the new form

	Pedagogical   Principles   and   Communicative   Criteria
	Depth of processing and Complex encoding : Will the learners be mentally active and process grammar, lexis and their “world knowledge”?
	
	
	+
	Yes, the learners have to use the new tense they have learned, their world knowledge is activated, and they have to re-write information

	
	Commitment filter: 
Will the learners’ cognitive and affective needs be met? (e.g.: curiosity, problem solving, enjoyment, fun, success)
	
	
	+
	More commitment by reading about famous people 

	
	Peer and social learning and interaction:
Pair – or groupwork, sharing, oral activities, jigsaw activities…
	-
	
	
	

	
	Personalisation: 
Do the learners have the opportunity to draw on their personal experiences and express their own ideas?
	-
	
	
	

	
	Contextualisation: 
Is the exercise embedded in a clear communicative context?
	-
	
	
	

	
	Authenticity of process:
Will the learners use language in natural, “language-like” ways (rather than manipulate forms)?
	
	
	+
	With these examples, it Is very probable that we use the present perfect, and the learners do not just have to manipulate forms but rather give information in another way

	
	Task-based: 
Do the students fulfil a purposeful task that will have an outcome or end product?
	
	
	
	

	
	Testing versus teaching:
Does the exercise support learning or only test it?
	
	
	
	It supports both testing and learning

	
	This exercise supports learning processes…
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ACTIVITY 8: Describing your classmates 

 
· Write down 5-10 statements using the present perfect about how long you have known something, done something, lived somewhere etc.
· DON’T write down full sentences - only key words as in the following examples: 
 
Goofy / 3 years 
 
Graz / the day I was born 
 
piano / 2 months 
 
· Go together in groups of four. One of you presents the key words that he/she has written. The other three get one worksheet that says “This is name” and has a picture of this student on the top: 
This is Peter





_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________



















· Write a description of your classmate by guessing (= raten) about the key words that he/she has written down. Tell your classmate for example:

“We think that Goofy is your dog and you have had him for three years.”
“We think that you have lived in Graz since the day you were born…” 

· If your classmate says that your guesses are correct, you can use this information to write a description of him/her. 

· When you are done with the first description, move on to describing another person in the group. In the end, everyone should have a description of him/herself that he/she can present. Of course, everyone can also add something to your description if you forgot something.
	
	Quick Check Grammar Chart
	-
	
	+
	Explain why

	Learning   Stages
	Awareness raising
	
	
	
	

	
	Conceptualization and hpothesis building
	
	
	
	

	
	Proceduralization in scaffolded conditions
	
	
	
	

	
	Performance in real-time context
	
	
	
	They have to “perform” the new (now not so new anymore) form they learned first in a spoken and then also in a written form in a very free way 

	Pedagogical   Principles   and   Communicative   Criteria
	Depth of processing and Complex encoding : Will the learners be mentally active and process grammar, lexis and their “world knowledge”?
	
	
	+
	

	
	Commitment filter: 
Will the learners’ cognitive and affective needs be met? (e.g.: curiosity, problem solving, enjoyment, fun, success)
	
	
	+
	Yes, learning about their classmates and especially guessing abput the clues they give each other should be enjoyable

	
	Peer and social learning and interaction:
Pair – or groupwork, sharing, oral activities, jigsaw activities…
	
	
	+
	Yes, they have to work in groups of 3-4

	
	Personalisation: 
Do the learners have the opportunity to draw on their personal experiences and express their own ideas?
	
	
	+
	Yes, they should give facts about themselves and in the end have a description of themselves 

	
	Contextualisation: 
Is the exercise embedded in a clear communicative context?
	
	
	
	

	
	Authenticity of process:
Will the learners use language in natural, “language-like” ways (rather than manipulate forms)?
	
	
	+
	

	
	Task-based: 
Do the students fulfil a purposeful task that will have an outcome or end product?
	
	
	+
	As an end product, everyone should have a poster or sheet of paper with a picture and a description of themselves

	
	Testing versus teaching:
Does the exercise support learning or only test it?
	
	
	+
	Learning and testing

	
	This exercise supports learning processes…
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