		 Hypothetically Speaking

Hypothetical situations are situations that are not true. We speak hypothetically when we are talking about situations that are imaginary, impossible, untrue, unreal, improbable, or unlikely. When we speak hypothetically, we use the past tense and would. Here are some examples:

	 Imagine you were invisible, where would you go?
	 If I were invisible, I would spy on my girlfriend.

	 Suppose you became the president of your country. 
What law would you make?
If I were the president I would make a law to 
protect the environment.

Say you had a time machine. Where would you go?
I would go to see the dinosaurs.

What if a genie gave you three wishes?
What would you wish for?
I would wish for 1,000,000 dollars.

If you saw a ghost, what would you do?
I would run away.
Underline the past tense and would.

When we introduce hypothetical situations, we often use the following expressions:
		  		If. . .
Suppose . . . 
		  		Say . . .
               		Imagine . . . 
                		What if . . .
Hypothetical Situations

Now you make some hypothetical questions:

If ______________________________________________
________________________________________________
Answer:


Suppose ________________________________________
________________________________________________
Answer:


Imagine _________________________________________
________________________________________________
Answer:


Say ____________________________________________
________________________________________________
Answer:


What if __________________________________________
________________________________________________
Answer:
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Hypothetically Speaking 
Hypothetically Speaking is a card game designed to teach ESL students how and when to speak hypothetically.  A students asks a hypothetical question and tries to guess how the other student will answer. If the student who asked the question, guesses the correct answer, that student can get rid of a card. If a student gets rid of all his or her cards, the student wins the game. The game play is similar to the game Scruples.
 Preparation
[bookmark: _GoBack] First print a set of all the question and answer cards for every group of 3-5 students in the class and paste them onto cardboard. Then cut them out and laminate them if possible. The first time you play this game you may want to print off the hypothetical speech worksheet to give to your student as a pre-activity warm up. 
Rules and How to Play
 Students break up into groups of between 3 and 5. Each group of students gets one set of cards. Deal five Situation Cards to each student. Decide who goes first. A student picks a Guess Card with an A, B, or C on it. The student then chooses one of his or her Situation Cards and asks another student that question. If the other student answers the same as what is on the Guess Card then the student who asked the question can discard their situation card. If the other student answers differently, the student who asked the question must discard their situation card AND pick up a new situation card. The student who gets rid of all their cards first is the winner.
Example:  It is S1's turn. S1 picks a guess card and 'B' is written on the guess card. S1 chooses one of her situation cards and asks another student (say S3) the question:
Imagine you saw a ghost. What would you do?
                            (a) Run away.
                            (b) Say hello.
                             (c) Scream
 If S3 answers, 'I would say hello', then S1 discards that situation card.
 If S3 answers, "I would run away,' then S1 discards that situation card and picks up another so that S1's total situation cards remains the same.
 Note on use: I have had great success with this game with middle school students and have even played it with advanced elementary school students.
I have provided a blank template to make your own cards. If you would like to post some more cards for the community to use, please send a copy to gunnchris@bogglesworldesl.com. I would also love to post a version of this game for adults. So if enough teachers send in cards, I will gather them into a collection and post them.

	Imagine you were the boss of your company and you caught an employee stealing $10.00? What would you do?
(a) Fire them.
(b) Fire them and call the police.
(c) Give them a warning.
	Imagine you were the employee of a company and you saw another employee stealing money? What would you do?
(a). Tell the boss.
(b). Warn them not to do it again.
(c). Ask them to share the money.

	Imagine you were the boss of a bank and your employee came to work with green hair? What would you do?
(a) Not care. 
(b) Fire the employee.
(c) Ask the employee to change his hair.
	Imagine you were an employee and you had purple hair. What would you do if your boss told you to change your hair?
(a) Pretend not to hear.
(b) Change your hair color.
(c) Quit your job.

	Let’s say you could put a computer chip in your brain to give you a special talent? What talent would you want?
(a) The ability to speak 5 languages.
(b) The ability to play 5 musical instruments.
(c) Nothing. .
	Let’s say you were the employee of a company and you knew your boss broke the law? What would you do?
(a). Tell the police.
(b). Nothing.
(c). Blackmail your boss.

	Suppose you were the coach of a school soccer team and you were in the finals? What would you do?
(a) Let all players play the same amount. 
(b) Let the best player play more.
(c) Let only the best players play.
	Suppose you were the coach of a soccer team and a doctor said your best player should rest for two weeks? Would you:
(a) Let the player rest.
(b) Make the player play.
(c) Make the player play if important.

	If you were the teacher and you saw a student cheating? What would you do?
(a) Give them an F on the test.
(b) Give them an F on the question they cheated on.
(c) Give them an F for the course.
	Suppose you were a student taking a test and you saw another student cheating? What would you do?
(a) Tell the teacher.
(b) Forget about it.
(c) Talk to the student later.

	Say the teacher gave you extra points on a test by mistake? What would you do?
(a) Show the teacher.
(b) Only show your friends.
(c) Show nobody.
.
	Say your friend wrote something on the wall and you got blamed for it? What would you do?
(a) Tell the teacher.
(b) Say nothing and get punished.
(c) Fight with your friend later.

	Suppose the class bully was fighting your best friend? What would you do?
(a) Tell the teacher.
(b) Nothing.
(c) Help your friend fight.
         
	Suppose the class bully was fighting someone from your class who you didn’t know well? What would you do?
(a) Tell the teacher
(c) Nothing
(d) Help the person.

	What if the class bully told you to give him your lunch? What would you do?
(a) Give it to him.
(b) Fight with him.
(c) Tell the teacher.
          
	Imagine you became a ghost? Who would you haunt?
(a) Your teacher.
(b) Your best friend.
(c) Your worst enemy
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	What if you were a parent and your 10- year-old daughter wanted an earring? What would you do?
(a) Let her have one.
(b) Say no.
(c) Tell her to wait a few years.
	What if you were a parent and your 15-year-old daughter wanted a nose ring? What would you do?
(a) Say no 
(b) Let her have it.
(c) Let her have it and buy her one

	What if you were a parent and your 16-old-son wanted to get a tattoo? What would you do?
(a) Let him have one and pay for it.
(b) Let him have it if he pays for it.
(c) Say no.
	What if you were a parent and your son failed his math test? What would you do?
(a) Punish him.
(b) Tell him to try harder.
(c) Make him take extra math classes.
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	What if you were a parent? And your son got caught stealing? What would you do?
(a) Punish him 
(b) Kick him out of the house.
(c) Talk to him.
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	What if you were a parent and your daughter was hanging out with a really bad group of friends? What would you do?
(a) Tell her to stop meeting those friends.
(b) Let her choose her own friends.
(c) Just talk to her.

	If you could be anything, what would you be?
(a) An astronaut.
(b) A movie star.
(c) An artist.

	If you could turn your worst enemy into an insect? What insect would it be?
(a) An ant.
(b) A mosquito.
(c) A bee.


	Imagine you had a water balloon as big as a beach ball. Who would you drop it on?
(a) Your English teacher.
(b) Your math teacher.
(c) Your science teacher.

	Imagine you were invisible for a day. Who would you play tricks on? 
(a) Your parents.
(b) Your best friend. 
(c) Your school principal. 
         www.bogglesworldesl.com

	Imagine you had a time machine. Where would you go? 
(a) To ancient Egypt. 
(b) To see the Middle Ages.
(c) To the 1800s.

	Imagine you were king or queen of a very rich country. What law would you make?
(a) Everybody must clean the streets. 
(b) Everybody must plant trees.
(c) Everybody must play soccer on Sunday.

	Imagine you were the president of your country. What would you make illegal?
(a) Alcohol.
(b) Cigarettes.
(c) Computer games,
	Imagine you were a mermaid. What would you eat?
(a) Crabs and shrimp.
(b) Fish.
(c) Clams and oysters.


	Suppose you were the Minister of Culture. What would you make illegal?
(a) Kissing in public.  
(b) Reading comic books.
(c) Not taking a shower for over a week.

	Suppose you found a wallet on the ground. What would you do? 
(a) Give it to the police.
(b) Take the money and then give it to the police
(c) Take the money and throw it away.

	Suppose you were the Minister of Defense. How would you spend your country’s money?
(a) Buy more airplanes.
(b) Research space weapons.
(c) Pay the soldiers more money.

	Suppose you had a teleport machine. Where would you go?
(a) Paris. 
(b) Beijing
(c) New York 
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	Suppose you were the Minister of Culture. How would you spend the country’s money?
(a) Plant more flowers in the city.
(b) Make more statues in the city.
(c) Pay people to pick up garbage.
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	Suppose you were the Minister of Sports. How would you spend the country’s money?
(a) Build more public ice rinks.
(b) Make more public basketball courts.
(c) Make more public swimming pools.

	Suppose you were the Minister of the Environment. How would you spend your country’s money?
(a) Build recycling plants.
(b) Plant more trees. 
(c) Clean up the beaches and rivers.
	Suppose you were the Minister of Culture.
Who would you give more money to?
(a) Musicians
(b) Actors
(c) Give the same to each.

	What if you were stranded on a deserted island? What would you need the most?
(a) A hammer and nails.
(b) A flashlight.
(c) An axe.

	Imagine you were traveling to another planet and you could only bring one animal from earth?
(a) A monkey
(b) A dog.
(c) A sheep.

	What if you could be the teacher of your class? Would you give 
(a) Give more tests. 
(b) Fewer tests.
(c) Give no tests

	What if the world were going to end tomorrow because of a meteor? What would you eat for your last dinner?
(a) Pizza.
(b) Raw Fish.
(c) Chocolate cake.

	If you were on a deserted island and you could bring one animal, what would you bring?
(a) A dog.
(b) A pig.
(c) A hen.
	If you moved to a different country, what would you miss the most?
(a) Your country’s food.
(b) Your best friend.
(c) Your country’s television.

	What if your best friend was sleeping and you saw snake crawl into his or her bed? What would you do?
(a) Wake your friend up.
(b) Wait and see if the snake leaves.
(c) Try to make the snake go away.
	Imagine you lived on the moon. What would you miss the most?
(a) Swimming at the beach
(b) Skiing in the mountains.
(c) Hiking in the forests


	If you had a million dollars, what would you do first?
(a) Go shopping for new games.
(b) Go on a trip.
(c) Buy a new house.
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	If you could be anything, what would you be?
(a) An actor.
(b) A scientist.
(c) An athlete.
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	Imagine you were a dragon. What would you eat?
(a) Princesses
(b) Knights
(c) Chili Pepper Pizza
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	Imagine you were invisible for a day. Where would you go? 
(a) Your teacher’s house.
(b) The bank. 
(c) The movie theater. 

	Imagine you had a time machine. Where would you go? 
(a) To ancient Rome. 
(b) To see dinosaurs.
(c) To the future.

	Imagine you were king or queen of a very rich country. What law would you make?
(a) Everybody must bow to you. 
(b) Everybody must take a holiday on your birthday.  
(c) Everybody must give you $100.

	Imagine you were the president of your country. What would you make illegal?
(a) Homework.  
(b) Littering.
(c) Spitting on the streets.
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	Imagine you were an ogre. How would you get your food?
(a) Catch people in the forest and eat them.
(b) Steal sheep, pigs, and cows.
(c) Get a job as an actor.

	Suppose you were the Minister of Culture. What would you make illegal?
(a) Farting in public.  
(b) Writing on bathroom walls.
(c) Listening to loud music in public.
	Suppose you saw a robber being chased by the police and you saw the robber throw away $1,000,000. Would you:
(a) Give it to the police.
(b) Leave it where you found it.
(c) Keep it.

	Suppose you were the Minister of Defense. How long would citizens have to serve in the army?
(a) Two years.
(b) Six months.
(c) As long as they wanted.
	Suppose you won an airplane ticket to go anywhere in the world. Where would you go?
(a) Asia. 
(b) Africa
(c) Europe 
          

	Suppose you were the Minister of Culture. How would you spend the country’s money?
(a) Make more museums and galleries.
(b) Give more money to schools for art.
(c) Make parks.
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	Suppose you were the Minister of Sports. How would you spend the country’s money?
(a) Build more stadiums.
(b) Give money to schools for sports.
(c) Pay athletes more money.

	Suppose you were the Minister of Sports.
What sport would you give the most money to?
(a) Soccer
(b) Running 
(c) Gymnastics
	Suppose you were the Minister of Culture.
Who would you give more money to?
(a) Painters
(b) Writers
(c) Give the same to each.
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	What if you were stranded on a deserted island? What would you need the most?
(a) A saw.
(b) A lighter.
(c) Some rope.
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	Imagine you were traveling to another planet and you could only bring one thing for fun? What would it be?
(a) Your favorite CDs
(b) Your favorite novel.
(c) Your favorite computer games.

	What if you could be the teacher of your class? Would you give 
(a) More homework. 
(b) Less homework.
(c) The same amount of homework.

	What if the world were going to end tomorrow because of a meteor? What would you do?
(a) Spend time with your family.
(b) Play computer games all night.
(c) Write down your last thoughts.

	If you were on a deserted island and you could bring anyone with you, who would you bring?
(a) Your mother.
(b) Your best friend.
(c) Your P.E. teacher.
	If you were stranded on a deserted island, what would you miss the most?
(a) Home cooked food.
(b) Computer games.
(c) Clean clothes.

	What if your best friend was being pulled into the water by an alligator? What would you do?
(a) Jump in the water to save your friend.
(b) Go and get help.
(c) Throw something at the alligator.
	Imagine you lived on the moon. What would you miss the most?
(a) Swimming at the beach
(b) Skiing in the mountains.
(c) Hiking in the forests
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	If you had a million dollars, who would you give the most money to?
(a) Nobody. I’d keep it all.
(b) My parents.
(c) An orphanage.
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	If you won ten million dollars, where would you live?
(a) The house that you live in now.
(b) On an island.
(c) A penthouse apartment.

	Imagine you were going to magic school. What spell would you learn first?
(a) Invisibility.
(b) Levitation.
(c) Invincibility.
 
	Imagine you were going to magic school. What pet would you raise?
(a). An owl.
(b). A frog.
(c). A bat.

	Imagine you were at magic school and your friend was teasing you. What would you turn her or him into?
(a) A frog. 
(b) A pig.
(c) A skunk.
	Imagine you were a ghost. Where would you haunt people?
(a) In the forest.
(b) In an old house.
(c) In a castle.

	Say you could be any superhero. Who would you be?
(a) Batman.
(b) Spiderman.
(c) Superman.

	Say you could have any superpower. What would it be?
(a). The ability to fly.
(b). The ability to see through things.
(c). The ability to breathe under water.

	Suppose you could invent a special machine. What would you invent?
(a) A time machine. 
(b) A teleportation machine.
(c) A machine that made diamonds.
	Suppose you could change into any animal. What animal would you turn into?
(a) A shark.
(b) A cheetah.
(c) An eagle.
www.bogglesworldesl.com

	If you could have a super power, what would it be?
(a) The ability to read minds.
(b) The ability to shrink very small
(c) The ability to climb walls.
	Suppose you were taking a test and a friend asked you to give him an answer. What would you do?
(a) Tell the teacher.
(b) Say no.
(c) Give him the answer.

	Say you could bring back an extinct animal back to life. What animal would it be?
(a) A tyrannosaurus. 
(b) A wooly mammoth.
(c) A brontosaurus.
	Say your friend wanted to steal something? What would you do?
(a) Tell his parents.
(b) Let your friend do it.
(c) Tell him not to do it.
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