
What’s the difference? 
Act out the following scenes. Add your own details and words. 

1 I was walking home when I saw Mary with her 
new boyfriend. 

I walked home when I saw Mary with her new 
boyfriend. 

2 I was watching “Dead Poets Society” when I 
received the message of Robin Williams’ 
death on twitter. 

When I received the news of  Robin Williams’ 
death on twitter I watched “Dead Poets 
Society”. 

3 I was walking down the stairs when the fire 
alarm went off. 

When the fire alarm went off I ran down the 
stairs. 

4 I was taking a bath when lightening struck our 
house. 

When lightening struck our house last night I 
couldn’t finish my work on the computer so I 
decided to take a bath. 

5 We were sitting in my favorite restaurant and 
enjoying dinner when Pete proposed to marry 
me. 

When Pete proposed to marry me we went to 
my favorite restaurant to celebrate. 

 

What’s the difference? 
Act out the following scenes. Add your own details and words. 

1 I was walking home when I saw Mary 
with her new boyfriend. 

I walked home when I saw Mary with 
her new boyfriend. 

2 I was watching “Dead Poets Society” 
when I received the message of Robin 
Williams’ death on twitter. 

When I received the news of  Robin 
Williams’ death on twitter I watched 
“Dead Poets Society”. 

3 I was walking down the stairs when the 
fire alarm went off. 

When the fire alarm went off I ran 
down the stairs. 

4 I was taking a bath when lightening 
struck our house. 

When lightening struck our house last 
night I couldn’t finish my work on the 
computer so I decided to take a bath. 

5 We were sitting in my favorite 
restaurant and enjoying dinner when 
Pete proposed to marry me. 

When Pete proposed to marry me we 
went to my favorite restaurant to 
celebrate. 



For the teacher: 

1. Learners work in pairs and act out the 10 scenes. They add fitting details to bring the scenes to life. 

2. For each sentence-pair one group of volunteers acts out ONE of the two scenes. The class has to decide which of 

the two sentences they are acting out.  


