Goy Crazy
by Melissa Schorr

1a) Keywords: ______________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

1b) Plot Diagram:










main events and turning-points
1c) 50 Word Plot Summary: 




2) List of Characters: Include all the names of your novel listed below in your sociogram and add some more if you can.

	1. Rachel Claire Lowenstein
2. Ben L.
3. Herb L.
4. Syl L.
5. Bubbe
	6. Luke Christiansen
7. Wayne Liu
8. Jen Mackler
9. Allissa Feiner
10. Tara Silver
	11. Howard Goldstein
12. Leah
13. Sully
14. Julia and Brad
15. Mr. Diamenties
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Your answers: Number two has been done for you.
	1. 
	2. 
	3. 
	4. 
	5. 
	6. 
	7. 
	8. 
	9. 
	10. 
	11. 
	12. 
	13. 
	14. 
	15. 
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3) Fill in a Venn Diagram: Write details that tell how cultures are different in the outer circles. Write details that tell how life is alike where the circles overlap. Tip: Brainstorm in your group first, before you fill in your facts.
 (
Your culture
) (
Your main character‘sculture
)
	























Now focus on the differences. Are they due to
· social background
· race
· country/nationality
· age
· time
· cultural values
· other: please specify 

	[image: ]
	Your opinion is required: 
Does the novel inform the reader about the given culture(s) or reinforce stereotypes[footnoteRef:1]? [1:  a fixed idea or image that many people have of a particular type of person or thing, but which is often not true in reality] 


Your answer: 



4) Quotes and Questions

Quote 1
“Suddenly my whole life clicks into a new perspective.”
What perspective is Rachel thinking of? Look up the quote on page 52 and write about Rachel’s observations concerning her overprotective parents and her predetermined love life.
Quote 2
“Fine. I’m grateful that the Native Americans are finally getting revenge on the white man for destroying their culture, by building mega casinos.”
What does Rachel mean when saying these words at the Thanksgiving dinner. 
Quote 3
“Why should I care what anyone thinks. I’ve seen what happens when you care too much – you end up like Jen, a vegetarian naked on the Internet.”
	Look up this quote on page 320. What happened just before Rachel makes this comment? 
Why does she say those words. Do you agree or disagree with what she thinks? Give reasons.

Quote 4
“All I can do is please one person.” 

Who is the person, Rachel is talking about? Reread the passage on page 332 and comment on the situation and her realization. Have you ever tried to please others? Give examples. Have you ever realized that you couldn’t live up to the expectations of others? Give examples.

HW Task 2) Title
Why did the author choose this title of the novel? On page 136 the title of the novel appears for the first time. Goy is a Hebrew biblical term for "nation". By Roman times it had also acquired the meaning of "non-Jew". Do you think the title fits well, or not? Give reasons.







HW Task 4) Character Profile
Who is the main character really? Look at the different levels of their personalities, starting with the environment (setting) they live in and move in towards their spiritual centres. Complete the circle diagram and write a few keywords or sentences into each layer of the character’s personality. Slip into the character’s mind and consider the following questions:
	Environment:
	Behaviour:
	Capability:
	Belief:
	Identity:
	Spiritual:

	Where does the main character live? What is this place like? How does it affect him/her? Who else is there? How does your character get along with them? 
	What does your character do? List a few important or typical actions or activities of your character.

	What is your character good at? What strategies does he/she use in the story?  Does he/she use them openly and consciously? What skills does he/she have?

	What are your character’s basic beliefs? Think of the various ideas that he/she thinks are true, and that your character uses as a basis of daily action. Beliefs can be both permissions and limitations. (e.g.: "I am strong! The positive forces will always win!" or "I am afraid of my stronger enemy, he will certainly kill me."  or "I don't do this or that because I think it's wrong.)

	What are your character’s core values and his/her mission in life? What does your character want to achieve?

	This is the deepest level of any character or person. Here we consider such metaphysical questions as "Why are we here? What is our purpose?" These questions are hardly ever asked or answered openly. Try to slip into your character's mind and answer these questions for him/her. What would he/she say?

















               
 Environment	Capability                  Identity                             Spiritual	Belief	Behaviour










HW Task 6: Vocabulary Section
	Phrase
	Translation or second meaning (MLD)

	Excruciatingly slow song
	extremely painful

	Flat as a flapjack
	a thick soft biscuit made from OATS, butter, sugar and SYRUP

	A busboy
	a person who works in a restaurant and whose job is to clear the dirty dishes, etc.

	My athletic ineptitude
	lack of physical skill

	Illicit rendezvous
	Illegal arrangement to meet sb at a particular time and place

	To give someone a conciliatory smile
	having the intention or effect of making angry people calm

	We deliberately dawdle
	We  intentionally  take a long time to do sth or go somewhere

	My heart seizures
	attacks

	valedictorian
	the student who has the highest marks/grades in a particular group of students and who gives the valedictory speech at a GRADUATION ceremony

	With a sniff of disdain
	With a small chance of the feeling that sb/sth is not good enough to deserve your respect or attention

	With relish
	With great enjoyment or pleasure

	Designated a delinquent
	 Described as  a young person who is not yet an adult and who is guilty of committing (e.g.) a crime

	Deafening loud music
	Very loud music

	Panic floods my body
	a sudden feeling of great fear that cannot be controlled and prevents you from thinking clearly

	In the nick of time
	at the very last moment; just in time before sth bad happens

	bogus
e.g.:  a bogus doctor / contract • bogus claims of injury by workers
	pretending to be real or genuine; SYN FALSE


	To keep tabs on me
	to watch sb/sth carefully in order to know what is happening so that you can control a particular situation

	Boys can be so juvenile
	silly and more typical of a child than an adult
SYN CHILDISH

	To scrutinize sb
	to look at or examine sb/sth carefully

	To broach a forbidden subject
	to begin talking about a subject that is difficult to discuss, especially because it is embarrassing or because people disagree about it

	To feel an unpleasant throb in my ankle
	a strong regular beat; a feeling of pain that you experience as a series of strong beats

	It idly occurs to me that
	without any particular reason, purpose or effort; doing nothing	

	To dis so
	to show a lack of respect for sb, especially by saying insulting things to them

	I snort in laughter
	to make a loud sound by breathing air out noisily through your nose, especially to show that you are angry or amused

	The party is jinxed
	having or bringing more bad luck than is normal

	To flaunt her assets
	to show a thing that is valuable or useful to her/ that she is proud of to other people, in order to impress them

	As if I’m an imbecile
	a person who has a very low intelligence

	Jewed him down.  (p.212)
	“It means we’re cheap, stingy, skinflints.” (a person who does not like spending money; SYN MISER)


















Extra: Different Religions / different traditions
	Christians
	Jews

	Christmas
	Chanukah presents

	Easter egg hunts
	Passover Seders

	To be baptized
	To be bat mitzvahed

	funeral
	Shivah = mourning
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