READING PROJECT:  YEAR 5

In this reading project we are going to read and discuss some of the major books of English and American literature. You will have to choose one novel out of a great variety of books which are full of interesting facts, themes, characters and symbols. We want to focus on your experiences with and impressions about the books. In order to get into a meaningful discussion with your colleagues you will have to read the novels carefully and make notes whenever you come across something that interests you or that seems to be essential for the plot development.

Steps to follow when you are doing a reading project:

STEP 1:
Choosing a novel 

STEP 2:
Getting Started – Reading Diary 


You are expected to keep a reading diary while reading your novel. The first 

entry should be made after you have read the first chapter (10 min


non-stop-writing). Do not just write about the plot but also about your feelings


thoughts, ideas and associations. Write a second entry after you have read half

of the book and the third one after you have finished the novel. 


When reading in your book always highlight or underline important / 


interesting passages or make notes on the margin next to the text. This will be 

the basis for your group discussions. You may also want to write down notes in your 


reading diary (if you do not want to write into your book). If you do so


you should also note down the page in order to find the passage again.

STEP 3:
Readers’ Conferences and Workshop tasks


Work in your group and share the reflections and questions. You can also

read each other’s diaries and talk about the entries. Whenever you are unsure


about anything ask your colleagues or the teacher. 


Each conference is meant to improve your understanding of the text. Therefore,


it might be a good idea to note down all the important findings of your 

conference in your Reading Diary. You should also find 

useful vocabulary and note it down. Do the workshop tasks carefully and collect them in 

a folder (which you will
have to present to the teacher at the end of the project).

STEP 4:
Preparing the presentation


Find out which task you want to take for the presentation of your novel. 


Choose at least 2 tasks that are appropriate for your novel and the size of your 


reading group. Try to distribute the work load evenly among the group members 


and exchange your ideas in a Reader’s Conference. Your presentation should 


be interesting, not too long (maximum 10 minutes) and well-structured. Try to 


make the rest of your class curious about the novel and do not give away the 


ending. For further information on presentation techniques look at our handout about


book presentations.

STEP 5:
Presentation


Groups present their novels. Feedback and Peer-Evaluation as well as 

teacher’s comment and feedback.

STEP 6:
Project Folder 

Organize your project folder and hand it in at the end of the project (clear date).

 (+ Reading Diary). 


by Robert Louis Stevenson
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TASK 1:    READING DIARY and READERS’ CONFERENCES

When reading Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde keep the main themes of the story in mind.

There are many passages in the novel that clearly represent the duality of good and evil in man’s nature and the struggle that results out of this. Underline or mark the passages that seem to be important to you. In your Reading Diary write down your reflections on and your association with this passages. 
TASK 2:  Going beyond the plot level – themes in the book

Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde was first published in 1886 and it immediately became a bestseller in Victorian society. The book met with the anxieties of Stevenson’s age. People were afraid of losing control over things and they became more and more aware that there is no real truth about what is normal or abnormal. Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde is a book that is concerned with marginal things. It doesn’t directly talk about it but it points to the struggle of good and evil in the human mind. 
What do you think about this? Are there good and bad sides in human beings and if yes, what explanation might there be for this? Can you find any arguments on this issue in the book (i.e. statements by Utterson, Dr. Jekyll, Mr. Hyde, …)?

Write down your some notes into your reading diary and then discuss the topic in your group. Every group member should at least have written down 6 arguments in their diary.
TASK 3:
A close look at Mr. Hyde

“Things that aren’t stated explicitly may tell us more than things that are stated explicitly!”

When Mr. Hyde goes out at night we never get to know what happens. There is silence on this and the things that could have happened are left to our imagination. What do you think could he possibly be doing at night? Are there any incidents in the book which may have a connection to Mr. Hyde’s evil nature?  
· .

· .

· .

· .

· .

TASK 4:      The difference between themes, motifs and symbols

Themes are the fundamental and often universal ideas explored in a literary work.

In Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde there are two major themes:

The Duality of Human Nature               &                The Importance of Reputation
Find as many incidents in the novel that deal with these themes. Which passages in the book clearly say something about the duality of human nature or the importance of reputation? Find at least 5 examples for each theme.

Motifs are recurring structures, contrasts, or literary devices that can help to develop and inform the text’s major themes.

In Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde there are three major motifs:
Violence against innocents          ___________________________________
Silence



          ___________________________________
Urban terror


          ___________________________________
Find at least one example (give the page number and the line) for each motif in the book. As motifs recur there are more examples for each. You will easily find one. 

Symbols are objects, characters, figures, or colours used to represent abstract ideas or concepts. 

In Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde there are two important symbols:
1. Jekyll’s House 
How is Jekyll’s house described in the book (chapter 1,2)? Are there any strange things about the house? Write down a few keywords and talk to your friends about this.
2. Hyde’s Physical Appearance

“He is not easy to describe. There is something wrong with his appearance; something displeasing, something down-right detestable. I never saw a man I so disliked, and yet I scarce know shy. He must be deformed somewhere; he gives a strong feeling of deformity, although I couldn’t specify the point. He’s an extraordinary looking man, and yet I really can name nothing out of the way. […]”





(Stevenson, 2003: 43f)
Read through this passage from the book where Mr. Enfield is talking about Hyde to Mr. Utterson, the lawyer. His description is not very clear and he seems to have forgotten what is so strange about Mr. Hyde. 
Imagine you are Mr. Enfield and you have already met Mr. Hyde. Give a more clear description of him to Mr. Utterson. It does not have to be true what you are saying – just try to describe the stereotype of a “bad” person.
TASK 5: 
DR. JEKYLL and MR. HYDE – two absolutely different characters
The two main characters of the book are as different as day and night. They represent different ideologies and qualities and they look completely different. Make a list of all the differences that you can find between the two people. You can either use single adjectives that describe the characters or write down phrases (i.e. about the physical appearance).

	DR. JEKYLL
	MR. HYDE

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


TASK 6:  Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde in other Media
“[…..] If you were alive in the century that followed the publication of this novel, it’s likely that you encountered the basics of Stevenson’s story dozens upon dozens of times, even if you never touched the book itself. For more than a hundred years, it’s been a part of the cultural air around us. There have been at least ninety films based upon the text, as well as many stage shows, comic books, jokes, media references, etc., so that the idea of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde is as much a piece of the collective unconscious as it is a book. 

We probably first encountered a parody of the story as children – via Sylvester the Cat and Tweety Bird in the cartoon short “Dr. Jekyll’s Hyde” or via an episode of the animated series Pinky and the Brain. Maybe we saw a comic film with Abbott and Costello (Abbott and Costello Meet Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde) or Jerry Lewis (The Nutty Professor) or Eddie Murphy (The Nutty Professor remake). [….]   
As we grew up, we were no doubt at least vaguely aware of the imagery from Rouben Mamoulian’s 1932 film version, even if we hadn’t actually seen the movie. […]
Still, decade after decade, subsequent generations of actors gamely took on the challenge of the role of the doomed Dr. Jekyll –from Spencer Tracy (1941) to John Malkovich (1996). The part has been given twists over the years, and each era has often brought out a new, “socially relevant” slant to the old story.”       











Dan Chaon
This passage is taken from the afterword by Dan Chaon in Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde (Stevenson, 2003: 126). It is quite obvious that the story of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde is an interesting topic for contemporary films, comics and theatre productions. 
Have you seen any of the above mentioned movies or comics? If not, find out what i.e. The nutty Professor or an episode about Jekyll and Hyde in Pinky and the Brain  is about and find parallels to the novel. 

You can either browse the internet for information or ask your classmates whether they know the film and can tell you something about it. 
Discuss your findings in your project group and write down similarities/parallels between one movie/comic and the novel!

	MOVIE:
	NOVEL:         Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


TASK 7:
Pictures, Posters, Images of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde
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1. The pictures above are either book covers (the first three) or movie posters. Some of them are quite old while others have been created only a few years ago. Nevertheless, they all have got something in common. Look at them closely and define at least 10 similarities which can be found in most of them! Write down keywords.
	1


	2
	3
	4
	5

	6


	7
	8
	9
	10


2. Choose one book cover or poster that you like and describe it in detail. Write about 100 words on this into your Reading Diary. You may consider the following points before doing this activity:

Age of the poster/book cover, colours, print (whether it is bold or cursive, black or coloured, size of print), mime and gesture of the people on the poster/book cover, symbolism …

3. Create your own poster/book cover! Try to include all the necessary information that is needed on the first page of a book/ on a movie poster (author/director, publisher, main actors, title, …). Show your creative work to your colleagues and talk about it! You should be able to explain why you think that your book cover/poster is appropriate. It should appeal to modern readers/audiences.
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Robert Louis Stevenson

“Why did you wake me? I was dreaming a fine bogey tale.”

Robert Louis Stevenson’s masterpiece of the duality of good and
evil in man’s nature sprang from the darkest recesses of his own
unconscious—during a nightmare from which his wife awakened
him, alerted by his screams. More than a hundred years later, this
tale of the mild-mannered Dr. Jekyll and the drug that unleashes
his evil, inner persona—the loathsome, twisted Mr. Hyde—has
lost none of its ability to shock. Its realistic police-style narrative
chillingly relates Jekyll's desperation as Hyde gains control of his
soul—and gives voice to our own fears of the violence and evil
within us. Written before Freud’s naming of the ego and the id,
Stevenson’s enduring classic demonstrates a remarkable
understanding of the personality’s inner conflicts—and remains
the irresistibly terrifying stuff of our worst nightmares.
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TASK 8: 
Biography about the Author

Read through this short biography of Stevenson and prepare a brief “info card” about the most important facts of Stevenson’s life (i.e. novels, his education, changes in his life,  …). Write them into your Reading Diary. What are the key facts you want to remember? 
Robert Louis Stevenson (1850-1894), Scottish essayist, poet and author of fiction and travel books, known especially for his novels of adventure. 

Stevenson was born on November 13, 1850 in Edinburgh as the son of Thomas Stevenson, joint-engineer to the Board of Northern Lighthouses. Since his childhood Stevenson suffered from tuberculosis. In 1867 he entered Edinburgh University to study engineering, but changed to law and in 1875 he was called to the Scottish bar. During these years his first works were published in The Edinburgh University Magazine (1871) and The Portfolio (1873).

Instead of practicing law, Stevenson devoted himself to writing travel sketches, essays, and short stories for magazines. An account of his canoe tour of France and Belgium was published in 1878 as An Inland Voyage, and Travels With A Donkey In The Cervennes appeared next year. In 1879 Stevenson moved to California with Fanny Osbourne, whom he had met in France. They married in 1880, and after a brief stay at Calistoga, which was recorded in The Silverado Squatters (1883), they returned to Scotland, and then moved often in search of better climates.

Stevenson became famous with the romantic adventure story Treasure Island, which appeared in 1883. Among his other popular works are Kidnapped (1886), The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll And Mr. Hyde (1886) and The Master Of Ballantrae (1889). He also contributed to various periodicals, including The Cornhill Magazine and Longman's Magazine, where his best-known article "A Humble Remonstrance" was published in 1884. It was a reply to Henry James's 'The Art of Fiction' and started a lifelong friendship between the two authors. 

From the late 1880s Stevenson lived with his family in the South Seas, in Samoa. Fascinated by the Polynesian culture, Stevenson wrote several letters to The Times on the islanders' behalf and published novels like The Beach of Falesa (1893) and The Ebb-Tide (1894), which condemned European colonial exploitation. 

Stevenson died on December 3, 1894, in Vailima, Samoa. His last work, Weir of Hermiston (1896), was left unfinished.

TASK 9:
Review Writing

The following review is taken from a website which provides reviews or plot summaries of English classics and contemporary literature. Browse the internet for two other reviews about this book and print them out. Read through them and then write your own review about any novel or film you like. Just consider that it is easier to write about a novel/film that you have read/seen recently (not 5 years ago).

For this review it would be good if you used as many descriptive words (adjectives, adverbs,..) as possible. You can either write a positive or a negative review (it depends on whether you liked the book or not) but it should be clear to the reader whether the book is a page-turner or not!

Right and Wrong. Joy and Despair. Good and Evil. These are the themes Robert Louis Stevenson addresses in his work, 'The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde.' The story is told from the point of view of John Utterson, a lawyer and friend to the brilliant scientist, Dr. Henry Jekyll. After relating a disturbing tale of an angry fiend assaulting a small girl, Utterson begins to question the odd behaviour of his friend. As he investigates further into the life of Dr. Jekyll he uncovers a story so horrific, so terrifying, that he can hardly believe it. Truly a great work of English Literature, 'Jekyll and Hyde' is a magnificent story that takes the reader to the very edge of madness.

http://www.online-literature.com/stevenson/jekyllhyde/
As a help for you there is a basic plan of how a book review should be structured and some examples of review language. You should at least use 5 of the below mentioned adjectives and 5 phrases that are appropriate for the review of your novel!

Last but not least: Keep the review to the point (approximately 200 words)!

Book Review 

1) 
opening paragraph: author/title, background information on the author


for the reader, context and related works

the reviewer normally establishes the tone of the review from the beginning on

2) 
one to three paragraphs of plot summary
3) 
a paragraph on the theme, purpose or idea behind the book

4)
a paragraph or two on strengths and/or weaknesses
5)
concluding paragraph – contains judgement/recommendation which has been


implied from the beginning on 


culmination of the review

Review Language           
absurd
brilliant
captivating

eg     This woman had a captivating smile.

disgraceful   (= shockingly unacceptable)


eg       a disgraceful waste of money

dynamic
engrossing  (= having all one`s attention or interest absorbed by someone or something)


eg      They seemed to have engrossed in in conversation.

exhilarating  (= make sb feel very , animated, or elated)

fascinating
first rate     (= consider to be of a certain quality or rank, standard)

grotesque  (= comically or repulsively ugly or distorted)

self-conscious
self-indulgent  (= characterized by doing or tending to do exactly what one wants, especially


                when it involves pleasure or idleness)

impressive
inspiring
invaluable (= extremely useful, indispensable)

irritating
ludicrous  (= so foolish, unreasonable, or out of place as to be amusing)

shameful
stimulating
tasteful
tedious (= too long, slow, or dull: tiresome, monotonous) 

PHRASES

· .... include two classic roles for .... (actor’s name) and ...

· In this version of  ....

· a detailed and absolutely convincing portrayal of ....

· It’s unputdownable

· .....’s brilliant thriller opens on ...with....

· this is a suspenseful (spannend) story with an unexpected but totally believing ending

· to be shortlisted for (a prize)

· a leisurely method of storytelling

· to make reading .... a lenghty process

· ....’s writing is so vivid that the reader can almost feel the ...

· the novel combines art, philosophy ...in the story of ...

· to give a proper insight into ....’s life

· the story is complicated, full of emotion and highly critical of society

· Initially innocent and good .....turn to hatred, anger and revenge

· complex language

· beautifully written prose is carefully chosen ...

· an intelligent thriller

· a whodunnit that keeps up the tension to the end

· to be the father of modern crime stories such as....

· to be the cradle (Wiege) of something 

· simply wonderful / deeply satisfying

· he created a haunting score

· Let us hope that ... has more stories to tell.

· He is not too heavy-handed about ....

· it provides a wonderful treat for the eye....

· You’ve got to give ... points for originality.

· .... is best known but least liked.

· It’s an old-fashioned tale of heroism.

· .... that echoes.....

· ....’s powerful true-life tale about ....

· He has created a politically engaged film that tackles ....

· What a splendid novel!

· Poignant and compelling. / It is wonderfully written, powerful, poignant and humorous, and deliciously eccentric.

· Storytelling at its finest.

· You’ll want to tear through the pages. Restrain yourself. This well-written story deserves more.

· The stunning (wuchtig, betäubend) metaphors and realistic characters ...

· ..... is a gift filled with hope. 

· I found perfection in this book.

· What I like about this film/novel ...

· It’s a gripping, unsentimental tale

· There is also a chilling performance by  ....

Ways of expressing opinion in a review

1)
I think, consider, believe  ....

2) 
The film is highly amusing, wildly inaccurate,  .... (collocations)

3)
In my opinion, In my mind, In my view, to my mind,  ....

4)
Undoubtedly, surprisingly, confusingly, .... – adverbs that indicate your opinion

5)
It is disgraceful ,.... that such a film is made.

6)
well produced, badly acted, appallingly directed,....

TASK 10:    Dr. Jekyll’s confession

This is the most significant chapter in the novel. What does Jekyll’s confession reveal, both about Jekyll himself, and about Hyde? Note that Hyde is not “chemically produced”, but is, according to Jekyll, a natural part of his own personality which has become dissociated. Does this carry wider social or psychological significances? What does Jekyll’s narrative tell us about the nature of both personalities, and about the relationship between them?
There is much that can be brought in from a psychological viewpoint, particularly a Freudian perspective. Hyde, it might be argued, represents the ‘otherness’ of the unconscious ‘id’, which invades the stability of the conscious ‘ego’.

Freud said that every human being has got two sides: the ego – the visible side and the id – the invisible side. He claimed that there is a constant struggle of these two sides and that sometimes the id becomes visible. In Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde the id (Hyde) becomes only visible when Jekyll takes the drug and, thus, lets it out. 

Read through Jekyll’s confession again and answer the questions above (in bold print). Write a coherent short statement on this issue and include the Freudian notion of the split personality and your own opinion on this.
TASK 11:       PLOT GRAPH

Most of the time novels have similar structures: first there is the rising action, then the climax follows and then there is the falling action. The climax could also be at the end or there even might be two peaks in a story. Nevertheless, draw a graph for Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde in which you show the main events of the story. Do not only draw the graph but describe it (write keywords next to it)!



Time





Level of excitement�





low





high











� taken from: � HYPERLINK "http://www.sparknotes.com" ��www.sparknotes.com�





� The first paragraph is taken from � HYPERLINK "http://www.newi.ac.uk/rdover/otehr/dr" ��www.newi.ac.uk/rdover/otehr/dr�_jekyl.htm.
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