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Existence is Absurd

Pölzleitner/Reichmann

According to Camus the only important philosophical problem is the question of suicide, of whether life is worth living. For the first time in history philosophers dare to question the predominant scientific and rational approach to philosophical issues. For existentialism deep human emotions form the necessary basis of individual growth and development. After dealing with topics such as freedom of will, political commitment, the question of moral and ethics and  the problem of individual responsibility we will explore the great diversity of individual existentialist approaches concerning the meaning of life.

On the English side of the course we are going to look at the Theatre of the Absurd, where some very rebellious writers have challenged the traditional assumptions that man is a rational creature who lives in an at least partially intelligible universe. In their plays the world is absurd, man is an isolated being who is cast into an alien universe. We are going to look at a few absurd plays (Samuel Becket, Waiting for Godot, Edward Albee, The Zoo Story and Harold Pinter, The Dumb Waiter) and see that they are 'absurd' in a double sense: they are grotesquely comic as well as irrational, a deliberate parody of western culture.

Years: 6, 7

Comments: Cross-curricular course English - Philosophy
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