The Zoo Story

Study Questions:

1. Albee has been described as “a leading figure of the new drama of the absurd that mingles the realistic with fantasy to present a savagely satirical attack on spiritual sterility, blandness, conformity, and hypocrisy, and to summon up with deep feeling the tragedy of alienation.”  What aspects of this description apply to Zoo Story?

2. How does the blend of realism and symbolism in this play compare with The Glass Menagerie and “The School”?  Look carefully for symbolic details throughout the play.

3. What do Jerry’s comments about his family background, and his dead parents in particular, reveal about his character?

4. What is the significance of the title of this play?  Does the play suggest that human beings are like caged and isolated animals in any way?  Can Peter be said to live in a metaphorical zoo?

5. Why is Jerry associated with a dog and Peter with a cat?  What similarities or overlapping is there in the animal images associated with both of them?

6. What mythological and Biblical parallels are suggested by Jerry’s language as he describes his life (and by Peter’s name)?  Several critics have viewed Jerry as a Christ figure, a Christ parody, and a Jeremiah who denounces false gods.  What do you think of these interpretations?

7. What differences between Jerry and Peter are emphasized by their living conditions, their language, and their methods of telling stories?

8. What is the significance of the props associated with each character:  Harry’s knife and Peter’s book?

9. What are the parodies of sexuality associated with Jerry and how do they compare with the sexual and domestic realities of Peter’s life?

10. Can Jerry and Peter be seen as two sides of the same coin, representing different manifestations of sterility in modern society?

11. How does the play suggest that animalistic violence lies beneath a thin veneer of civilization in modern society?

12. What is your reaction to the end of the play?  Does Peter release Jerry from his hell at the end?
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