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In this course we are going to look at the Theatre of the Absurd, where some very rebellious writers have challenged the traditional assumptions that man is a rational creature who lives in an at least partially intelligible universe. In their plays the world is absurd, man is an isolated being who is cast into an alien universe. We are going to look at a few absurd plays (Samuel Becket, Waiting for Godot, Edward Albee, The Zoo Story and Harold Pinter, The Dumb Waiter) and see that they are 'absurd' in a double sense: they are grotesquely comic as well as irrational, a deliberate parody of western culture.


