Questions:

… on style

1. There are two verbs in the first sentence. Which of them characterizes Ace?

If you substituted turned for flicked, would you lose anything?

2. Characterize Ace's personal style in both diction (choice of words) and syntax (grammar).

3. Describe the characters of Ace, Evey and Ace's mother. Does Updike use different styles?

4. How much do you learn about the different characters from their speech?

5. Look at § 10. Do you notice a change of style when Ace speaks? What does it remind you of?

6. Look at § 24. Do we see Ace comb his jhari as he himself would describe it? How does Updike use style to characterize him here?

7. In § 30 the author's style changes again when Ace remembers something from the past. What does this change of style tell us? Do you find a similar change of style later in the story? What does it mean?

… other elements

8. From which point of view is the story told? 

9. Imagine a different point of view and rewrite one paragraph of your choice.

10. How much attention does Updike pay to setting?

11. Find the underlying theme of the story and describe it in one sentence (thesis statement). Remember the tips for finding the theme of a story.

ace-in-the-hole / 1999-01-16 / Page 1 of 1

