
Workshop Tasks

How to Identify a Jew

1. Read the preface and chapter 1 of Albert Vorspan's humorous description of contemporary Jewish life in America. Note all the stereotypes he mentions. Jews are………. Collect as many stereotypes as you can.

2. Read chapter 8 of the book and get to know the typical Jewish characters Vorspan describes. Prepare a table or an annotated list of characters with short descriptions. You will later be asked to identify these characters in the sample stories.

3. Groupwork: More Jewish Stereotypes: Work in small groups. Each group will be given one additional chapter of Vorspan's humorous book. Read the short chapter and note additional stereotypical attributes and  behaviors described by the author. We will then crossgroup and share our findings. I hope you'll have a good laugh.

4. Read the epilogue and find its thesis statement. Write it under the text.

Short Historical Overview

Read and study the short historical overview of Jewish immigration in America. Can you relate any of the information to your history class?  Write a 100 word summary of the text. 

Main Themes in Jewish American Fiction

Study the main themes in Jewish American Fiction prior to reading the stories. Discuss them in your group and ask your teacher if you have any open questions.

Reading

Read the stories. You will be given some reading time in class (see timetable). Read the remaining texts at home. Always read with a pen in your hands and underline and note all references to any of the Jewish themes you have studied previously. Also note whenever you feel you come across any of the typical Jewish characters described by Vorspan.

Presentation and Writing Tasks

List of stereotypical characters: Prepare a list of the stereotypical Jewish characters (macher, kochleffel, nudnik, nebbish, shlemiel, shlimazel, young marrieds, ancient knight, potential leader, intellectual (often lost contact with his body), suffering Jew (often guilt-ridden).

Add all the characters representing these stereotypes and describe them/ their roles shortly.

Short Paper or Oral Presentation

Choose one aspect of Jewish writing and prepare a clearly structured outline for an essay on this topic. Write a precise thesis statement and sketch the paragraphs necessary to support it.

Then either write your essay (about 2 pages, typed) or prepare a 5 minute talk about your topic. If you decide to do the talk you might want to ask a second student to help you and act as an interviewer in a radio program about your topic. You are the expert answering the questions in detail. 

Project Timetable :

The next four weeks have been reserved for a workshop on an additional minority group of the USA. Choose between the culture and literature of Jewish Americans or Chicano and Asian Immigrants.

Work in small groups and follow the instructions in the workshop package of your choice. Use the following periods in school. Moreover you are expected to spend about 5 hours of work at home (1 1/2 each week).  Make a detailed working plan for the next 4 weeks and always tick off what you have done. Make sure you do not end up with too much work at the end.

Mind the deadline for the finished portfolios. Choose your most interesting work of this semester and prepare your portfolio according to the guidelines of last semester. Make sure you include your best piece, your worst piece, careful self reflections and reasons for choosing each piece, and a new cover letter explaining your work and your progress. Include first drafts, notes… and show how much you have improved over the semester. 

Please do not use any plastic pockets, just plain paper in a nice folder. Bring your finished portfolios to the peer conference session on June 17th. This is one of the most important deadlines of the year, please don't miss it.

Date
Work in class
Homework

May 17th, Mon
Workshop


May 20th, Thu


Workshop


May 27th, Thu


Workshop


May 31st, Mon
Workshop


June 7th, Mon
Workshop


June 10th, Thu
Workshop


June 14th, Mon
Deadline for papers and talks.

Final presentations of talks and papers


June 17th, Thu
More presentations…

Portfolio work: peer conferencing


June 21st, Mon
Deadline for finished portfolios including your project papers

Review of minority literatures


June 24th, Thu
Review of minority literatures


June 28th, Mon




final assessment: July 2nd 


Remember:

Your final grade will be an average of the following assignments:

2 tests: 



200 P

Indep. Study Project:


100 P

Minority Literature Project:

100 P

Portfolio



100 P

Regular Classwork and Homework:
100 P
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