Sample Responses: 


Below you find a number of extracts typically found in response journals:





Affective responses are a kind of raw emotion or a ‘gut reaction’ you have after reading, such as anger, love, jealousy, indignation, contentment, sadness....


e.g.: I was furious when reading the Battle Royal scene. How can these people be so mean and treat a human being like that. I felt like stepping out and hitting them, or sceaming or I don’t know what. I was also shocked at how the main character didn’t even find it so terrible. (He doesn’t have a name! Maybe that has something to say as well, he is invisible and nameless???)  He certainly didn’t like being treated like that and was frustrated but not as angry as I was. For him this seems to be quite normal. That makes me even more angry!  I  really hate these fat  politicians, they are the worst hypocrites I have ever seen...





Associative Responses are analogies or associations you have when reading. There are no true and false associations, everyone has their own!!! Let your mind wander, relax (as described in the free-writing technique), this will open the doors for all your associations to flow in.


Look, for example, at the following response of a student to a line from a poem.


...“Something there is that doesn’t love a wall.”(line 1)


...


I remember when I was young and how I was always sent to my room for punishment of something I had done wrong. I hated being sent to my room, not in the beginning, of course, because I always thought I’d get even with my Mom and show her that I could have a lot of fun in there. As the hours went by, though, I usually ran out of things to do and therefore I would always try to think of a good story to tell sweet ole Dad abourt how mean Mom had been to me. I just hated those four blank walls; I guess that’s because I saw them so often.


or:


Little Richard’s behavior reminds me of this story I read in the newspaper last week. A little boy had played with matches and then hid in the closet because of his bad conscience and fear. Wow, that’s dangerous if little kids react like that. I guess it also has to do a lot with the fear of punishment. These kids must be hit a lot!





You might also note things that strike you as strange or just interesting such as for example this response to the beginning of the novel Song of Solomon by Tony Morrison.


It’s strange that so many characters have Biblical names: Pilate, Magdalena, First Corinthians, Mercy hospital.. (p18). What does this mean?


...


There seem to be a lot of symbols in the book: Watermark (p.11), Red velvet (p.10). I don’t know their meanings yet, maybe it’ll become clearer later.





Also note your impressions of the structure of the text. For example:


The author is constantly jumping back and forth in the lives of the characters. Slowly  their history is becoming clear. It’s sometimes difficult to follow. I have to read a page or two until I realize who she is dealing with now! I wonder why she does this!


...


It’s getting worse. I am getting angry with T. Morrison. I feel she is teasing me! Why can’t she just organize her material bxetter? There must be some artistic reason or is it just to be different from the others???





Most of the time your response will be a mixture of all of these approaches. Even the examples above usually include more than just one aspect. Don’t let yourself be stiffled by trying to stick to one aspect. Just let your ideas flow! Don’t forget to write down page numbers, so you can later find exact quotes if you need them.





Technical Tip:


It’s a good idea to leave a margin in your response journal. When going over your material later, you can make little comments in the margin that help you organize your writing. Depending on your reading and topics you might, for example, mark all the “references to religion” in the margin, or you might want to mark all the places where you got angry with a certain character or all the instances where your main character was cheated by someone.... 


