Top Girls
By Caryl Churchill

Act One:  Dinner Party

Characters:
· Marlene:
successful woman in her thirties, celebrates her promotion to managing director of ‘Top Girls’ employment agency

· Isabella Bird: (1831 – 1904): lived in Edinburgh and traveled abroad extensively between the ages of 40 and 70

· Lady Nijo: (1258) mediaeval Japanese courtesan who became a Buddhist nun and traveled on foot through Japan

· Dull Gret: the subject of the Brueghel painting Dulle Griet, in which a woman in an apron and armour leads a crowd of women charging through hell and fighting the devils

· Pope Joan, who disguised as a man, is thought tohave been Pope between 854 – 856

· Patient Griselda: obedient wife whose story is told by Chaucer in ‘The Clerk’s Tale’ of the Canterbury Tales.

Act Two:
· Angie (16)  and her friend Kit(12): two girls playing in the backyard of a simple home in Edinburgh. They are hiding from Joyce, who seems to be Angie’s mother.

· Joyce: Marlene’s sister, single mother, earns her living as a cleaner, low-class Edinburgh life…

At Top Girls Employment Agency: 
· Marlene: as before
· Win: successful woman working at ‘Top Girls’ agency. 

· Nell: like Win. Asian woman, successful in her job, private ups and downs.
· Howard Kidd’s wife: Howard doesn’t appear on stage. Former managing director, cannot accept Marlene’s promotion. His wife comes to speak for him.
Clients/ Women looking for work
· Louise: 46, looking for a new job after working for one company for 21 years. Wants better prospects
· Shona: young woman, wants to sell computers, tries to bluff her way through life

My Notes:
1. introduce play (plot and characters) OHT
2. groups are assigned one character from act one. Read her story (from synopsis)
3. watch act one, concentrate mainly on your character: Collect info about the questions below (fill in tables)
Environment: When and where did she live?

Behavior: What kind of life does she lead? 
What did she gain?

What did she lose?

Has she contributed to improving the situation of women after her?

What are her feminine qualities? How does she show and use her femininity?
How does she behave as a mother?

Then share info about all 5 women

Next week:

Watch act II and fill in table (for all characters)

discuss

	
	Environment

Time

When and where did she live?
	Behavior

What did she do? What kind of life did she lead? What are her strategies?
	Choices/Gains

What choices did she make and what did she gain?


	Sacrifices and Losses

What has she lost?
	Feminine 

Qualities: 

How does she use and show her femininity?
	Motherhood: 
How does she behave as a mother?
	Consequences for future women:

How has her behavior helped the feminist movement?
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