	Sample
	limitations, problems


	strategies, solutions

	Virginia Woolf

A Room of One's Own
	lack of education

no time and quiet place

not taken seriously
	"a room of one's own"

financial security

education

	Virginia Woolf

‘The Legacy’
	Expectations of society,

Not taken seriously by her husband, looked down upon, 

‘protected’ by husband
	Secret affair 

Suicide (no solution possible at that time)

	Kate Chopin, The Awakening
	Society, boring marriage
	Secret affair, leaves her husband, 

Drowns (swims into freedom) (no solution possible at that time)

	Kate Chopin, "The Storm"
	moral requirements 

taboos

expected behavior and roles
	sexual freedom, gives in to passion (secretly)

	Zora Neale Hurston, "Sweat"
	brutal husband

poverty

being black
	hard work – financial independance

religion and church community give her strength

doesn't hit back (passive resistance)

ruse

fate /God's will (snake takes care of the problem and kills husband)

	Alice Walker, "Abortion"
	superficial relationship

not taken seriously by husband
	leaves husband

gains freedom

at the cost of losing the child



	Amy Tan, "Two Kinds"
	high expectations of the family

family hierarchy

American dream
	revolts openly (fails in public at the piano concert, rather than within the family) 

expectations of family more threatening than society

	Erika Jong, Fear of Flying
	Jewish morals and expectations

being a woman

American dream
	breaks taboos at all levels

sex

zipless fuck

	Carolyn Chute, ‘Tall Woman Love’
	Stereotypes/ expectations
	Roberta reverses role-models, behaves like a man in many ways, (but still keeps her most important female assets: love + fertility)

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


women-overview / 2003-05-27 / Page 1 of 1

