Background Information: 1990–2000

1990–20001
Between 1990 and 2000, of the 6,364 challenges reported to or recorded by the Office for Intellectual Freedom (see The 100 Most Frequently Challenged Books):

· 1,607 were challenges to “sexually explicit” material (up 161 since 1999);

· 1,427 to material considered to use “offensive language”; (up 165 since 1999) 

· 1,256 to material considered “unsuited to age group”; (up 89 since 1999) 

· 842 to material with an “occult theme or promoting the occult or Satanism,”; (up 69 since 1999) 

· 737 to material considered to be “violent”; (up 107 since 1999) 

· 515 to material with a homosexual theme or “promoting homosexuality,” (up 18 since 1999)and 

· 419 to material “promoting a religious viewpoint.” (up 22 since 1999) 

Other reasons for challenges included “nudity” (317 challenges, up 20 since 1999), “racism” (267 challenges, up 22 since 1999), “sex education” (224 challenges, up 7 since 1999), and “anti-family” (202 challenges, up 9 since 1999).

Please note that the number of challenges and the number of reasons for those challenges do not match, because works are often challenged on more than one ground.

Seventy-one percent of the challenges were to material in schools or school libraries.2 Another twenty-four percent were to material in public libraries (down two percent since 1999). Sixty percent of the challenges were brought by parents, fifteen percent by patrons, and nine percent by administrators, both down one percent since 1999).

1The Office for Intellectual Freedom does not claim comprehensiveness in recording challenges.

2Sometimes works are challenged in a school and school library.

http://www.plainfield.k12.in.us/hschool/webq/webq52/banned.htm
Banned Books Quest 

by Goehrig Orr 

Jonnie Wallis

Introduction 

The recently elected Centerville School Board feels strongly about the need to protect its students from exposure and access to controversial materials. Therefore, the School Board is proposing to ban the following books from the school system: 

Daddy's Roommate by Michael Willhoite 

Heather Has Two Mommies by Leslea Newman 

Understanding Sexual Identity by Janice Rench 

Huckleberry Finn  by Mark Twain.
This means removing these books from all of the Centerville School Media Centers, prohibiting their use in the curriculum, and prohibiting students and teachers from having the books on school property.  The Centerville School Board will conduct a public hearing on this important issue at its next meeting. The Centerville High School Student Council has decided it will attend the hearing and respond to the School Board's proposal. 

The idea of banning books is not a new concept. For hundreds of years, people have sought to protect the community from controversial ideas by burning books. At the same time world leaders, like Winston Churchill, have sought to advocate the free flow of ideas. 

Task 

In order to present a unified statement at the public hearing, the Centerville High School Student Council has formed a six member committee to research the pertinent issues. The committee has decided the best way to prepare for the public hearing is to learn about a variety of viewpoints on book banning.  They will take and support a position on the School Board's proposal. 

Roles and Perspectives 

To learn about a variety of viewpoints, the committee members will each assume the role of one of the following: 

· Concerned Citizen 

· School Library Media Specialist 

· Lawyer 

· Public Librarian 

You and the other committee members will each choose a role. Each member will explore the background information and move on to their specific role area. From this research, you will draft a role position statement based on information gleaned from the relevant sites. Each of you will bring your written position statement to the committee for discussion.  The Committee will formulate a unified Centerville High School Student Council recommendation to the School Board. This written recommendation needs to be supported with the arguments researched and the committee discussion. 

Since your committee is representing the Centerville High School Student Council, it will be necessary to present the recommendation to the Council. This can be a power point presentation or posted to the Student Council's Webpage. 

The central task of the High School Student Council Committee will be to answer the questions: 

What action should the Centerville School Board take upon the proposal to ban Daddy's Roommate by Michael Willhoite, Heather Has Two Mommies by Leslea Newman, Understanding Sexual Identity by Janice Rench, and Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain from its schools?
      2. Why? 

Goals 

As your committee answers these questions, you are striving to achieve the following goals: 

To develop an understanding of alternative viewpoints regarding book banning. 

To critically evaluate the resources based on relevancy, biases and errors. 

To develop and support a role position. 

To compare, contrast, listen, evaluate and problem-solve as you work as a team. 

To reach consensus on a committee recommendation. 

To use electronic communication media.

The Process 

Begin exploring the resources listed below. You will find sites for background information as well as sites proposing a particular point of view.  Weigh the evidence carefully.  As you investigate the issue, make notes to support your role position. You will need these for the committee session.  Meet with your group.  Discuss the various role positions.  Working as a group, develop a committee position paper to be presented to the Student Council (the class). 

Information Resources 

Background Information: 

Library Bill of Rights 

First Amendment  to the United States Constitution 

Huckleberry Finn: Let's Make a Case 

Challenged Books from A to Z 

Green Ribbon Campaign for Responsible Publishing 

Don't Ban Just Delete 

Banned Books and Censorship 

Most Frequently Banned Books 

· 1990's 

· Banned Book Week 

· Books Mirror Life 

Role Information 

As a concerned citizen, you are interested in how controversial materials affect today's youth. You are concerned about a healthy learning environment for the youth of Centerville. Explore these site. 

Decency Standards in Public School Literature 

Library Watch Online Magazine 

Family Friendly Libraries. 

Freedom to Learn Attacked
As a school library media specialist, you select library materials based on the curriculum and reading interests of the students you serve.  Librarians have the responsibility to be inclusive not exclusive in collection development. Media Specialists follow professional guidelines and standards from several organizations.  Explore these sites. 

The Library Bill Of Rights: an interpretation 

Code of ethics. 

Intellectual Freedom Committee AIME.
As a lawyer, you are concerned about how the students' civil liberties would be affected by the School Board 's proposal to ban books. Explore these sites. 

Texas School Boards Remove Books from School Shelves 

Free Speech Has Limits 

Pittsburgh Area High School 

You're Under Arrest? 

Nothing's New
As a public librarian, you select materials based on what the youth of the community like to read and need for homework assignments. Librarians have the responsibility to be inclusive not exclusive in collection development. Your professional organizations offer guidelines and standards to help you answer challenges to materials. 

Code of ethics. 

Public Libraries Under Attack 

Cultural War in the Public Library 

Handling the Challenge 

Free Access?
Evaluation 

Your grade for this WebQuest will be evaluated according to the following criteria: 

You will receive an individual grade based on the supported-role-position you develop. A written copy is to be handed in. 

A group grade will also be given based on how well you work as a group. 

The two grades will be averaged for a final WebQuest grade. 

The group paper will be a media presentation to the "student council" (class).  A written copy is to be handed in.

Conclusion 

After completing this WebQuest, the members of your group will have: 

An understanding of the issue of banned books. 

A view of the issue from different perspectives . 

Chosen a position and supported it. 

Worked through a group process to arrive at a consensus for presentation. 

The ability to extract appropriate information from a multitude of sites. 

A working knowledge of the internet and the use of links.

	Banned Books 

You'll be shocked and amazed to discover which of your childhood favorites and grown-up classics have been banned or challenged at some point in history. Find out which classic was banned with the lofty reasoning that the book was "junk." Discover which children's favorite was banned when a topless woman was found in an illustration of a beach scene.

Alibris supports and celebrates the freedom to read by featuring books that have been banned, challenged, or expurgated, including children's books, books banned for political reasons, and a list of frequently challenged authors.


Ulysses by James Joyce - The U.S. Customs Office banned the importation of this classic for 15 years on the grounds that it was obscene. In 1918, chapters published in the Little Review were burned by the U.S. Post Office. In 1933, the ACLU won a major legal victory that forced the U.S. Customs Service to lift its ban. 

 


Candide by Voltaire - This critically acclaimed satire was declared obscene by U.S. Customs in 1929 and seized in 1930. At the time, the book was an assigned text at Harvard, and was defended by two professors. The book was then permitted in a different edition. The U.S. Post Office demanded that a mail order book catalog omit the book in 1944.

Canterbury Tales by Geoffrey Chaucer - These bawdy tales were removed from an advanced literature course at an Illinois high school in 1995 after parents deemed the sexual content in some of the tales lewd and inappropriate. Chaucer's classic tales have weathered and endured six centuries of expurgation.


Fanny Hill by John Cleland - This 1749 bestseller about the life of a prostitute was banned in Massachusetts in 1821, in what constitutes the first known US obscenity case. The book was finally cleared of obscenity charges in 1966 by the US Supreme Court. 

Decameron by Boccaccio - This book was banned for decades in the US under the Comstock Law of 1873. Also known as the Federal Anti-Obscenity Act, this law banned the mailing of "lewd," "indecent," "filthy," or "obscene" materials.


As I Lay Dying by William Faulkner - This classic southern novel was banned by a school district in Kentucky in 1986 for "offensive and obscene passages referring to abortion" and on the grounds that it "uses God's name in vain." No members of the school board had read the novel.


Le Morte D'Arthur by Sir Thomas Malory - This book and Arthur Miller's Death of a Salesman were challenged as "junk" in 1987 by parents of students in Somerset, Kentucky. 



 HYPERLINK "http://www.alibris.com/search/search.cfm?&wtit=adam%20bede&wauth=eliot" Adam Bede by George Eliot - This classic was accused of being the "vile outpourings of a lewd woman's mind" in Britain in 1859 and was consequently withdrawn from libraries.

 


Leaves of Grass by Walt Whitman - In 1881, the Boston District Attorney demanded expurgation of this American classic and threatened criminal prosecution unless this demand was met. According to the prosecutor, the volume of poetry was in need of a few "fig leaves." 


The Flowers of Evil (Les Fleurs du Mal) by Charles Baudelaire - The author and his publisher were both prosecuted for offending public morality in 1857. Baudelaire was fined three hundred francs and his publisher was fined two hundred. Six of the poems were banned because they were considered to be too radical for publication, but were later published in Belgium under the title Les Epaves. The ban was lifted in 1949.

Lady Chatterley's Lover by D. H. Lawrence - Lawrence's novel was banned by US Customs, and was banned in Ireland, Poland, Australia, Japan, Canada, and China. The ban was lifted in the US in 1960 and the book went on to sell over two million copies in its first year of publication.


Lolita by Vladimir Nabokov - Nabokov's controversial classic of forbidden love was banned in France in 1959, in Argentina in 1959, and in New Zealand in 1960. South Africa refused to allow the paperback of this novel to enter the country until 1982.

The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck - Generally cited for "vulgar language," this American classic has been burned, banned, and challenged since its publication. The first incident was a burning by the St. Louis public library, and more recently it was challenged as questionable material in California as reading material for an 11th grade literature class.


Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck - Steinbeck's novel was removed from Tennessee public schools in 1984 when the School Board Chair promised to remove all "filthy books" from public school curricula and libraries. This classic was also banned from a public school in Ohio in 1980.


Brave New World by Aldous Huxley - Huxley's classic has been accused of being anti-family and anti-Christian and has been challenged due to "language and moral content." It faced a challenge in California in 1993 on the grounds that it is "centered around negative activity." 

 


Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury - Ironically, this novel about book-burning and censorship faced expurgation in California in 1992 when students received copies with words deemed to be offensive crossed out. Students and parents protested, and after being contacted by the media, school officials agreed to stop using the expurgated copies.


To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee - This novel has been repeatedly challenged and temporarily banned in numerous states on the grounds that it "contains profanity and racial slurs." 

I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings by Maya Angelou - This autobiographical novel dealing with incest has been consistently challenged for containing profanity and pornographic language. The novel was accused by a Texas school of containing "gross evils."



 HYPERLINK "http://www.alibris.com/search/search.cfm?&wtit=naked%20lunch&wauth=burroughs" Naked Lunch by William Burroughs - Only after Henry Miller's Tropic of Cancer was cleared of obscenity charges in 1962 was Naked Lunch published in the U.S. The novel was found obscene in Boston in 1965; however, the finding was reversed by the State Supreme Court in 1966. 

Tropic of Cancer by Henry Miller - Now considered an American classic, this book was banned as obscene in the U.S. for 27 years after its first publication in Paris in 1934. The ban was not lifted until 1961, although the work was still deemed "obscene" by the Citizens for Decent Literature. 

Howl and Other Poems by Allen Ginsberg - The poems in Howl led to the arrest in 1957 of Lawrence Ferlinghetti and the City Lights bookstore manager, Shigeyoshi Murao, on charges of selling obscene material. A judge, who was also a Sunday School bible teacher, found them not guilty later that year.

A Clockwork Orange by Anthony Burgess - This novel was taken off a high school reading list in Massachusetts in 1977 and in Colorado in 1976 on the grounds that the novel included "objectionable" language. In 1982, it was removed from two Alabama high school libraries, and then reinstated later on a restricted basis. 



 HYPERLINK "http://www.alibris.com/search/search.cfm?&wauth=sylvia%20plath&wtit=bell%20jar" The Bell Jar by Sylvia Plath - This autobiographical work which traces the poet's nervous breakdown was challenged in Illinois school district on grounds that it contains sexual material and condones an "objectionable" viewpoint.



 HYPERLINK "http://www.alibris.com/search/search.cfm?&wtit=well&wauth=radclyffe%20hall" The Well of Loneliness by Radclyffe Hall This novel was found obscene in Britain in 1929 as it "pleads for tolerance to homosexuals." Expert testimony by Virginia Woolf as to the book's literary merits was rejected. The rule was lifted in 1934.

Catcher in the Rye by J. D. Salinger - This novel depicting a teenager's nervous breakdown has been repeatedly banned and challenged for reasons such as "profanity," "sexual references," and the charge that it "undermines morality." The novel has also been cited as blasphemous and as recently as 1983, "the book's contents" were cited as justification to ban the book.


Slaughterhouse-Five by Kurt Vonnegut - This novel has been burned, banned, and challenged in numerous states. The novel has been cited for "containing foul language [and] promoting deviant sexual behavior," called "vulgar and offensive," and considered "dangerous" because of violent, irreverent, profane, and sexually explicit content. 

The Bluest Eye by Toni Morrison - This novel by the Pulitzer prize-winning author was pulled from a high school in Alaska in 1994 and cited for being too "controversial." The novel was both challenged and banned in Pennsylvania in 1994, and faced challenges in both Florida and Massachusetts due to the book's sexual content.


The Color Purple by Alice Walker - This Pulitzer Prize-winning novel was challenged but retained in a California school district due to controversial ideas about race, religion, and sexuality. The novel was challenged but retained in an Oregon high school in 1995 due to "inappropriate language [and] graphic sexual scenes."
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further reading 
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Censorship: The Search for the Obscene by Ernst & Schwartz
Girls Lean Back Everywhere: The Law of Obscenity and the Assault on Genius by de Grazia 

Book Wars: What it Takes to be Educated in America by Atlas
Bookbanning in America by Noble
Freedom at Risk by Curry
Face on the Cutting Room Floor: the Story of Movie and Television Censorship by Schumach 

Censored by Jensen 

Censorship of Books by Fellman 

The Right to Read - The Battle Against Censorship by Blanshard 

Censors And The Schools by Nelson
50 Ways to Fight Censorship by Dave Marsh
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quotes
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"All censorships exist to prevent anyone from challenging current conceptions and existing institutions. All progress is initiated by challenging current conceptions, and executed by supplanting existing institutions. Consequently the first condition of progress is the removal of censorships."
- George Bernard Shaw
"An idea that is not dangerous is unworthy of being called an idea at all"
- Oscar Wilde 

"There is no such thing as a moral or immoral book. Books are well written, or badly written, that is all."
- Oscar Wilde 

"Art is dangerous. It is one of the attractions: when it ceases to be dangerous you don't want it."
- Anthony Burgess
"You don't have to burn books to destroy a culture. Just get people to stop reading them."
- Ray Bradbury 

"Censors tend to do what only psychotics do: they confuse reality with illusion."
- David Cronenberg 

"Let children read whatever they want and then talk about it with them. If parents and kids can talk together, we won't have as much censorship because we won't have as much fear."
- Judy Blume
"God forbid that any book should be banned. The practice is as indefensible as infanticide."
- Rebecca West
"Censorship is never over for those who have experienced it. It is a brand on the imagination that affects the individual who has suffered it, forever."
- Nadine Gordimer
"As to the evil which results from censorship, it is 
impossible to measure it, because it is impossible to tell where it ends."
- Jeremy Bentham, philosopher

"Censorship reflects a society's lack of confidence in itself. It is a hallmark of an authoritarian regime."
- Potter Stewart, U.S. Supreme Court Justice

"Books won't stay banned. They won't burn. Ideas won't go to jail."
- Alfred Whitney Griswold, educator

"He that would make his own liberty secure must guard even his enemy from opposition; for if he violates this duty he establishes a precedent that will reach to himself."
- Thomas Paine 

"Indeed, perhaps we do the minors of this country harm if First Amendment protections, which they will with age inherit fully, are chipped away in the name of their protection."
- Judge Lowell A. Reed Jr.
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