	
	The American Dream
Quarter III, year 8
	Homework

	1.3.
	Course intro: 

Course diary: Use a thin A4 notebook (ruled + margin) and write a spontaneous reflection about 
“What makes a man happy?”
Listening comp: I have a dream 

Working with poetry
	Read Fitzgerald, “Winter Dreams” and the extract from Sinclair Lewis, “Babbit” and write two short responses. Concentrate mainly on the main characters’ dreams. What are their dreams? Can they be fulfilled in the story?

Do you share these dreams? How important are they?

Have they come true in American society?

	8.3.
	Read Crevecoeur, “What is an American?” 

Discuss the dreams in “Winter Dreams” and “Babbit”
	Read Gary Soto, “Looking for Work” and
Delmore Schwartz, “America, America” and write two short entries as above.

	15.3.
	Discuss Gary Soto, “Looking for Work” and

Delmore Schwartz, “America, America”
	Read the remaining short texts in your reader and write short responses.
Optional practice for the test: Write an original short story based on Langston Hughes’ poem “Harlem” The main character of your story need not be a black person. Interpret the poem freely. You may transfer the basic idea to a different culture and time.

Use the short story map to plan your story.

Bring your finished, polished story to class on March 22nd. This quarter we do not have time for second drafts!!!!!

No late stories or projects will be accepted.

	22.3.
	Listening practice: Send the Marines

and other samples

Discuss the dreams and aspirations in

Kingsolver, “In the Belly of the Beast”

Kingsolver, “The Muscle Mystique”
	Practice for the test: narrative writing vocabulary, tenses

Make sure you have read all the stories carefully. Some of the main characters might be used in the test.

	29.3.
	Test: 3 hour test: listening comprehension and short story. 
	Read the remaining short texts in the package and write short responses into your course diary.

Essay Project: see handout. Prepare your poster and essay by April 19th

	5.4.
	Easter holidays
	

	12.4.
	Discuss: Schrank, “Sport and the American Dream”

Britt, “That Lean and Hungry Look”
	.

	19.4.

US
	Listening Practice and

Writing practice: narrative writing
	

	26.4.

US
	Listening Practice and
Writing practice: essay paragraphs
	

	3.5.
	Practice for the final exams, rounding up the year.
	

	10.5.
	Assessment meeting, Practicing listening comprehension for the Matura
	


Assessment:
	3-hour Test
	50 P



	Course Folder and Class Participation: 

Reading diary and active participation in discussions:

Keep a regular reading diary in your course-diary. Enter a short response for each text. Focus mainly on the characters’ dreams and wishes and how far these can be fulfilled in the story/ in the society of the time/ in present society. Add your personal opinion and comments. Are these important dreams? Do you share them?...Can they ever come true?

Add additional comments during and after group- and class discussions. 

Reading diaries will be checked regularly. No last minute diaries will be accepted.
Optional Short Story

Listening comprehension


	50 P
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