Theme Study Project

A: Design a Poster:

After having read  various versions of the American Dream choose your favorite passage from the literature we have read. Then find two paintings or other artwork by American artists which you believe capture the author's purpose and theme. Design an A4   poster with the artwork and your chosen text passage. In order to find examples of American artwork browse the arts section of our library or check out the following internet link: http://www.huntermuseum.org/artlinks.htm
Please make color copies of your selected works. 

Example: 

	LITERATURE SQUARE

	


	The text on the literature is, as noted, from The Great Gatsby:
"I thought of Gatsby's wonder when he first picked out the green light at the end of Daisy's dock. . . his dream must have seemed so close that he could hardly fail to grasp it."
The Great Gatsby
F. Scott Fitzgerald 




  

B: Write an Essay:

Then write an  essay (about 700 words) explaining the meaning of your chosen quotation in the context of American culture and society. What does this particular quotation and the work from which it was selected say about the American Dream?

How do the paintings relate to the text passage or to the literary work itself? How do they relate to the American Dream?

Format for essay
: Look at the following essay sample and tips before starting to write your paper. 

Sample Essay

Paragraph 1- Introduction: Identify the excerpt and its source. Identify art and its source. Be sure to state the reasons for your selection. As indicated in the example below, this may be done while identifying the quotation and the painting(s). Conclude your introduction by stating your thesis.
A sample introduction follows. While it is keyed to the above literature and art squares, it is not intended to influence your selection. In fact, should you determine to use the excerpt in the above squares, you must find entirely different art and vary your writing (and thesis) from that furnished as a sample.
	Sample Introduction:

	             F. Scott Fitzgerald's The Great Gatsby has become almost synonymous with the American Dream. When Fitzgerald writes, " I thought of Gatsby's wonder when he first picked out the green light at the end of Daisy's dock. . . his dream must have seemed so close that he could hardly fail to grasp it," the reader cannot help but notice that Gatsby was in search of his American Dream (189). Of course to Gatsby, the green light and the money he acquired were not really his American Dream; they were merely symbolic of his ultimate dream -- his life together with his true love, Daisy. The paintings "The Couple" and "Keeping the Light" by Gilbert Joseph Alexander and Darrel Bush, respectively, capture Fitzgerald's vision perfectly. "The Couple" represents Gatsby's dream of his life with Daisy, and the lighthouse in "Keeping the Light" symbolizes the light at the end of the dock by Daisy's house. Besides portraying one man's American Dream, Fitzgerald's writing and these paintings typify the cultural trends that America was experiencing in the 1920's and embrace the endless possibilities offered by the American Dream. (Thesis is italicized for purposes of illustration only.)



Paragraph 2: Discuss point one of thesis -- how the excerpt and the paintings portray Gatsby's American Dream. You may wish to consult literary or art critics to lend more credibility to your essay. Use parenthetical citations for quotations and information that is paraphrased or summarized. Your paragraph should be at least 5 sentences: topic sentence, 3 sentences of details/explanation, and a clinching sentence. 

Paragraph 3: Discuss point two of thesis -- the cultural trends that America was experiencing during the 1920's. Look at the time line that was furnished you. Research this period as necessary. Do NOT simply rely on encyclopedias and your history book; instead consult specialized reference resources.  Use parenthetical citations for quotations and information that is paraphrased or summarized. Your paragraph should be at least 5 sentences: topic sentence, 3 sentences of details/explanation, and a clinching sentence.
Paragraph 4: Discuss point three of thesis -- how the quotation and paintings embrace the endless possibilities offered by the American Dream. You may wish to include references to other views of the American Dream to show why Fitzgerald's portrait is so full of hope. Use parenthetical citations for quotations and information that is paraphrased or summarized. Your paragraph should be at least 5 sentences: topic sentence, 3 sentences of details/explanation, and a clinching sentence.
Paragraph 5 - Conclusion: Restate your thesis, phrasing it in terms of the American Dream and your vision of America. If you have not already clearly explained the importance of the quotation and painting(s) to you, personally, be sure to do it in this paragraph. This is your chance to express your views on the American Dream.
	Sample Conclusion:

	          America has always been viewed as the land of opportunity-- a land of endless horizons where a person can achieve whatever he or she dreams. In America, an individual has the opportunity of becoming whatever he or she wants to be. Knowledge and wealth is within one's grasp. Love and happiness, however, can sometimes be elusive. Fitzgerald recognized the necessity of seeking one's dreams, despite all obstacles, in The Great Gatsby. Alexander recognized the importance of love and happiness to one's dreams in his painting "The Couple," and Bush acknowledged the importance of constantly striving to fulfill one's dreams in his painting "Keeping the Light." The writer and the painters knew that in the early 1920's America was experiencing great change and unheard of wealth. Though their works make no promises to any of us, they offer us the vision of hope, happiness, and fulfillment. This vision remains undimmed by time; as Americans, it is our legacy. 
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