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The American Dream of wealth and success
“He wanted not association with glittering things and glittering people – he wanted the glittering things themselves.” This short excerpt taken from F. Scott Fitzgerald’s short story “Winter Dreams” reflects the typical American Dream of becoming rich and playing an important role in society. It expresses the main character’s dream to become a wealthy and respected man. Also the two paintings “Nightlife” by Archibald Motley and “Dollar Signs” by Andy Warhol capture this dream. The excerpt and the artworks represent the American dream of wealth and success that was, especially in the 1920s, of great importance to the American society and that still persists today.
The excerpt taken from one of F. Scott Fitzgerald’s short stories expresses the dream of an American to become rich and successful. Dexter, who was born to a middleclass American family, dreams of the glitter and glory of the high society. He wants to be part of the glitz and glamour and to become a well respected member of society to who many people would look up and whom they would envy for his success. Archibald Motley has captured this society and way of living Dexter is dreaming of in his painting with the title “Nightlife”. The party scene shown in the painting represents luxury and lightheartedness. The people are dancing, drinking, enjoying themselves and wearing very elegant, expensive dresses. There is no whiff of worry or concern, only joy, elation and luxury. Andy Warhol’s painting does not represent the society Dexter is dreaming of but the wealth he is longing for. It has to be mentioned that Fitzgerald did not portray Dexter, the main character in “Winter Dreams”, as a snobbish young man. The first part of the except (“He wanted not association with glittering things and glittering people”) conveys this very well. It expresses that Dexter does not only want to be with rich and successful people and enjoy their luxury, but that he is willing to work hard to become himself rich and a respected part of the glitz and glamour society.
The glitz and glamour is typical of the 1920s. America was experiencing an enormous economic boom in those years. People did not only dream of becoming rich. The favourable economic situation made it possible for many Americans to establish good businesses and to become successful. The 1920s were a time of great prosperity. Like many other of Fitzgerald’s literary works, the short story “Winter Dreams” reflects on this time of glitz and glamour and the American Dream related to it. Also Archibald Motley’s artwork “Nightlife”, which was painted in the late 20s, reflects on the American society and its dreams between World War I and the economic crisis of the 30s.
The American Dream is not restricted to the cultural and economic trends America was experiencing in the 1920s. America is still very often considered to be the land of endless possibilities. I have only recently seen a documentary about Europeans who went to America, established businesses there and became rich. Many of them left Europe because they did not find a job in their homecountries. This shows that America is still viewed by many as the land of endless opportunities. For me personally the American Dream of wealth and success is inseparably related to the capitalism and the economic liberalism America is almost symbolic for. Andy Warhol’s picture expresses this very well. It reflects on the dream of becoming rich, the accumulation of wealth and capitalism.
For many people America is a symbol for endless opportunities and possibilities, wealth, power, success and glitz and glamour. The two paintings and the excerpt reflect on this image of America. Fitzgerald’s short story and Archibald Motley’s painting show the American Dream in the context of the economic and social prosperity of the 1920s, while Andy Warhol’s painting recognizes the persistence of the dream of wealth. 







