Year 8, Quarter 3:


Reader

Poetry

Walt Whitman, "I Hear America Singing"

Allen Ginsberg, "A Supermarket in California"

Langston Hughes, "Let America be America Again"

Langston Hughes, "Harlem" 

Langston Hughes, "I too Sing America"

Martin Luther King, "I Have a Dream"

Fiction and Essays

St. Jean de Crèvecoeur, "What is an American?"

F. Scott Fitzgerald, "Winter Dreams"

Sinclair Lewis, "Babbitt", Chapter I

Gary Soto, "Looking for Work" from Living up the Street

Delmore Schwartz, "America, America"

Tom Lehrer, "Send the Marines" (Song Lyrics)

Barbara Kingsolver, "In the Belly of the Beast"

Barbara Kingsolver, "The Muscle Mystique"

Jeffrey Schrank, "Sport and the American Dream"

Suzanne Britt, "That Lean and Hungry Look"

Additional Reading

Edward Albee, The American Dream

or

F. Scott Fitzgerald, The Great Gatsby

Video

Arthur Miller, Death of a Salesman


Timetable: Quarter 3/year 8

	Date
	In class
	Homework

	26.2.
	Presentation of course content and assessment
	Course diary: Find a thin A4 notebook (ruled + margin) and write a spontaneous reflection about the American dream. (10minutes = at least 1A4 page)

	28.2.
	Poetry: Defining the American  dream
	Prepare Crèvecoeur, "What is an American"

	5.3.
	Crèvecoeur, "What is an American?"
	Students Bauer to Klug prepare "Winter Dreams"

Students Kölbl to Zisler prepare Babbit (extract)

	7.3.
	Discussion and comparison of the protagonists in Babbit and "Winter Dreams".
	Read The American Dream 
 or The Great Gatsby1 by April 4th (+ reading diary) 

Read "Living up the Street" by 21.3.



	12.3.
	Video: Death of a Salesman by Arthur Miller
	keep reading

	14.3.
	continued
	keep reading

	19.3.
	Josefitag, no class
	Finish your reading tasks!!!!

	21.3.
	Deadline for homework shortstories

Gary Soto, "Living up the Street"
	

	
	Easter-break
	

	4.4.
	Discussion of Albee's The American Dream
	Prepare "America, America"

	9.4.
	Delmore Schwarz, "America, America"
	

	11.4.
	3 hour test: Listening comprehension and short story
	Prepare "In the Belly of the Beast"

	16.4.
	Tom Lehrer, "Send the Marines" and

Kingsolver, "In the Belly of the Beast"
	Prepare "Muscle Mystique"

	18.4.
	Kingsolver, "Muscle Mystique"
	Prepare "Sports and the American Dream" and "That Lean and Hungry Look"

	23.4.
	Deadline for American Dream Project (poster and essay)

Discussion of the myths of beauty and fitness
	

	26.4.
	finishing up and practicing listening comp. for the written Matura
	

	30.4.
	...
	

	2.5.
	...
	

	7.5.
	...
	


Assignments and Assessment 

Please read this table carefully and make sure you understand all the assignments. By handing in some or all the required tasks on time you can decide which grade you want to earn. Passing level is 60%, as always. 

	3 Hour Test: Listening comprehension and writing a short story 

(Enter 50% of your test total here.)


	50 P

	Short-story (homework) : Deadline 21.3. (no late stories will be accepted)


	10 P

	Reading Diary: (Basic requirement)

You are required to keep a regular reading diary. Enter a 10 minute response after reading each text. (10 minutes = at least one A4 page). Reflect upon the characters' dreams and wishes and  how far these can be fulfilled. Add any personal opinion or comments.

Take part in the class discussions as actively as possible. Show that you have read  and understood the texts.
	20 P

	Additional Reading: The American Dream by Edward Albee or The Great Gatsby  by J. Scott Fitzgerald.

Read the play or novel, mark interesting passages in your copy and keep a reading diary (2 entries)
	10 P

	American Dream Project (poster and essay): Deadline: 23.4.

See separate handout for details about this project
	10 P

	Sum:


	


Writing a Short-story

Choose one of the following poems and use it as the basis for an original short story.

The speaker of the poem becomes the narrator or the protagonist of your story.

Review your old short-story writing handouts (narrative features...) before planning and writing your story.

� see assessment sheet about optional reading








american-dream-reader.doc / 2002-02-27 / Page 3 of 4

