The American dream – … and God said: thou shall posses a Cruise Missile!
Barbara Kingsolver has produced a very satiric short text about America’s paranoia of being attacked anytime at any location. In the US, it has been a basic right for every citizen to own and carry a gun; the restrictions to age and mental state of the gun-carrier are only minimum to not-existing. There is nothing like a psychological assessment test or any further questioning – if one wants a gun, one gets a gun! What the author of ‘In the belly of the beast’ portrays is the same behaviour, only on a larger scale. The United States have made the defence of their home country the number one priority on their to-do list. Billions and billions of dollars are spent each year to guarantee a subjective safety and to install pro-forma measures against a possible attack. The fun part however is the ambivalence of on the one hand being a military superpower with cruel means of attack and on the other hand being permanently paranoid and eventually even being defencelessly at someone’s mercy. 
The presence of weapons and arms is ubiquitous and subsequently an integral part of American society – the American people wants to feel safe and protected all the time, like little birds in their nest and the chosen excerpt of the text ‘In the belly of the beast’ by Barbara Kingsolver, clearly demonstrates the ‘ready for action’ position of the USA: „Titan II can be up and out of its silo in less than a minute, hurling its payload at speeds of over 15,000 miles per hour nearly halfway around the world. The ICBM waits quietly underground, its retaliatory potential available on a moment’s notice.”
According to this paragraph, I have found very fitting pictures. The one from a New York based artist entitled ‘What Bullies think of humanity & what humanity thinks of bullies’ as well as the untitled work by Banksy embody a similar message, like the paragraph, however they have a slightly different tone. The excerpt is full of pride of the great weapons whereas the poster has a more cynical approach to this topic. 
But fact is that the US are obsessed with security, safety and self- protection (there’s enough reason to be precautious – not everybody loves the USA for exploiting an invaded country’s resources and coining the term ‘neo-colonialism’) to such an extend that nowadays private as well as state rearmament has become everyday business and so has the living in fear…
The chosen excerpt of ‘In the belly of the beast’ demonstrates the potential fighting power of such an Inter Continental Ballistic Missile (ICBM). The metaphor which could be detected here, namely for the American defence system, which has an enormous arsenal of missiles, rockets and other lethal weapons, is a very obvious and reasonable one. The citizens of America, in this case the visitors of the rocket site, however take more pleasure than feel respect or intimidation by these deadly rockets and bombs. Their interest in the defence measures, which the state has taken, is most probably once more triggered by their paranoia and security complex. They make the impression that they need this kind of reassurance, this demonstration of fighting power, to be able to return to their homes and continue the way they were living, namely with the comfort of knowing that they will be protected as good as possible. Now the question arises of why the American population is so obsessed about weapons, protection and safety –as a matter of fact, this can never be answered with a 100% precision, since it has always been there, and probably won’t disappear too soon. One possible solution can be the ‘fear-mongering politics’, practiced by the President and government.

Fact is however that the excitement and anticipation for weapons and protection can be found amongst a large part of the population which desperately needs the continuous reassurance that all the necessary measures are taken to make them feel safe in their environment. 

The trend of over-the-top protection measures and being extremely cautious has a long history in the United States. It has been a steady development which gained increasing importance after the end of the Second World War / beginning of the cold war between the former USSR and the US. Not only has this been a cultural and ideological clash, it was furthermore a fight for world leadership and international superiority. The peoples of both nations were afraid- of course – since the continuous augmentation of atomic bombs and other lethal weapons was nothing to celebrate. Families in the US therefore bought all different sorts bomb shelters – these shelters reached from solid cement bunkers in the basement of the house, to refrigerator-sized, cabins, wrapped with thin sheets of iron. This so called ‘passive defence trend’ later on in the late 80’s and 90’s changed to an ‘active defence trend’, when it became fashionable for families to purchase guns – even if they were living in a peaceful suburban surrounding. Today it’s nothing out of the ordinary to buy guns and rifles for self-protection, not even for people living in the city.
The two pictures which I merged to one big poster are both taken from anti-war homepages. The upper picture by a New Yorker artist shows the United States engagement and involvement all over the world. This is shown by the fighter jet plane and the rockets which are in the centre of a kind of blob and the blob is filled with the colours of the US-flag. One interpretation of this first picture is the spread of ‘Americanism’, the American way of life, believe, ideology to other parts of the world, mostly through firepower and war. The US are denoted as ‘bullies’ who don’t care about stuff like ‘Humanity’ – the title alone, just in connection with the artwork is powerful enough and needs no further analysis. The lower part of the picture, where the peace-dove is symbolically spreading humanity to the people of the US (symbolized by the American flag) brings the message across that violence and weapons are not the ultimate way to achieve a goal – maybe the USA are wrong in their belief that security and safety can be brought about by just fighting strength and then maybe it’s not necessary to practice a pre-emptive strike policy…
Banksy’s untitled work where an F-14 jet plane is shown during take-off from and aircraft carrier is due to the ludicrousness of the ‘Applause’ sign a rather cynical approach to the powerful means of attack of the US. The image makes fun of the stereotypical picture, depicted by media and other of the ‘very intimidating and deadly weapons that the strong and world leading nation of the United States of America possess’. The pictures and the excerpt form a very harmonic symbiosis, displaying on the one side the military pride of the US and on the other side the absurdity of all the warfare.
Considering the entire findings one can conclude that many Americans still dream (and to some extend also live) of self protection, safety and security. The quote of Barbara Kingsolver’s text (which is also rather satirical) describes all the pride and inflated self esteem that the population of the US gets just by looking at the lethal missiles. Nevertheless, the poster antagonizes against this disequilibrium by making fun of all these values and so after all everything is kept in balance.
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