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Dr. Strangelove

Or: How I learned to love the Titan Museum
I have chosen two very different works of art for the cover page and have merged them with the quote, in an attempt to create a new artistic entity. The quotation on the very bottom of the page comes from Barbara Kingsolver’s story In The Belly Of The Beast, and reflects perfectly the hypocrisy that is so commonly found in connection with the American military superiority and the responsibility linked to it. The picture that makes up most of the page is a rendered version of the original movie poster for Dr. Strangelove and was drawn by Tomi Ungerer in 1964. To underline the destructive force of the Nuclear Bomb and the moral questions it poses to those in control of it, I wanted to include Roy Liechtenstein’s Atomic Burst. But when I stumbled across the painting Bombhead by the contemporary filmmaker and artist Bruce Conner I found the result even more effective.
The discussion about Nuclear weapons is as old as the technology itself. From the beginning on, scientists, politicians, military officials and the general public alike have stated their points of view – often dogmatic and short-sighted. But despite their disputed necessity, they have become a well established factor in the global power balance. For the USA, home of top technology ever since the first world war, the race for the bomb was, along with the spacerace, one of the two most important technological challenges in the past century. Whereas the conquering of space was more a question of prestige, the construction of the first Atomic bomb that was – and is – for many Americans the bomb that won the war was possibly really a question of survival. From this tactical importance of the Nuclear weapons dates the ambivalent position of the Nation of the free towards their devices. 
Barbara Kingsolver’s short story illustrates clearly, without exaggeration and sarcasm, the different approaches towards weapons in general and the Titans in specific in the American public of today. She outlines the ignorant fascination with the anonymous technical data, the sadistic interest in the machines of mass murder; she portrays the irrational pride in the self-destructive catharsis of the human race and the incomprehensible appeal exercised by the bomb itself. The lust for sensations, the inhumane, pitiless and self-just negation of historic facts for the benefit of personal absolution are shown in a deranging way.
The Strangelove poster was a clear choice for me, because it stands representatively for the movie and because its simple lines and minimalist graphic design suggest just the emotional emptiness I was looking for. The film (being a real masterpiece, placed amongst other pacifist opera maxime such as Atomic Café or All Quiet on the Western Front) conveys the folly of the era, the total abandon of reason and humanity during an age marked by eminent violence. I am sure that the narrator of Kingsolver’s short story would like the film, and I am sure that some of the other characters would find themselves sympathising with Major Kong or even General Ripper. I also tried to incorporate the main idea of my essay in the title page, changing the text in order to support the theme of the text.
The painting Bombhead immediately struck me as interesting, due to its shocking clarity and the imposing nature of its composition. Also, it fit nicely into the already existing concept of the page, changing the divided globe of the original poster to the exploding and dying symbol for humanity. The effect the flying planes create together with Conner’s painting definitely underlines the message of the collage.

The pictures, the quote and the short story I chose all represent a part of the American dream that tends to be marginalised in public – this seems only logical, because it is the violent, the aggressive part of the dream. It is the American nightmare.

Atomic weapons have changed the world forever. Ever since the Trinity Test on July 16th, 1945, humanity is confronted with new powers and responsibilities alike. And ever since then, it has been to a few influential men around the globe to exercise this devastating power. The United States, only nation to ever use Nuclear bombs, have often been criticised for doing so. This is probably one reason for the relative unity amongst US-citizens when it comes to the events of Hiroshima and Nagasaki: outside criticism always brings the group closer together.
Apart from that, the United States of America are not comparable to any country in Europe as far as their identity is concerned: Whereas the European nations all have their own distinct cultural heritage, language and history as a basis for the foundation of a national identity, the USA are a young country, whose identity is deeply routed in undisputed patriotism and undoubted belief in the values that are supposed to shape the country.

Thus, the Americans are bound closer to their own history. They often cannot distance themselves from what brought their country to where it is now: at the top of the international food chain. Closely linked to that is the idea of the US as the global police: the undeniable responsibility of worldwide leadership has often been mistaken by American politicians as the privilege to act according to rules they themselves make. 
The misinterpretation of the international duties of the last superpower has led to many wars and to millions of unnecessary casualties in the past. The intervention in Korea, the ongoing support for Israel and the disaster of Vietnam have only paved the ground for the uprising against the self-declared world police that can now be witnessed in Afghanistan or Iraq. 
The bomb stands symbolically for America’s leading role in the world. Unfortunately, this role has often been abused in the past. Unwise decisions by unfit rulers have no helped to stabilise the world – they have on the contrary led to further trouble and increasing inequality. 
The politic of preventive intervention failed, the exercising of military control does not lead to the desired results, and the economic dependencies begin to shift to the Asian market. America is on the decline.

Using the bomb as a symbol for military strength one can also state that the expansionist intentions present in the United States today are nothing else but the pendant to the outbreak of large-scale colonialism in Europe in the 17th century. Leading scientists claim, that countries always follow the same patterns of development – and if they are big and powerful enough, the search for colonies is one of these stages. But does this sociohistorical explanation of America’s foreign politics justify the humanitarian, ecological and political turmoil the US cause around the globe? Probably not.
Taking all this into consideration, the violent side of the American dream seems to become a dream deferred. Unluckily it doesn’t just sag, like a heavy load. The American nuclear nightmare is due to explode some day.
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alsostaring  Quintessential Questions Tentative Theories and Deranging Details
s a special appearence, from the short story In The Belly Of The Beast the sentence:
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