African-American Literature:





Appreciating Poems 





Use the following guidelines to help you look at poems more closely. 





First, read the poem two or three times. Read it slowly and try to visualize as much as possible. What pictures do you see? Take time to look at your mental pictures and associations of each line or stanza. Read the poem aloud and listen to its rhythm and sounds.





What is your first impression of the poem? Describe the emotions the poem evokes in you. What atmosphere does it create? Describe some of the pictures you see.


Take time to do this first step very carefully! Write your response using the free-writing technique and don’t censure your thoughts at this stage!!!





Reread the poem and your first impression notes. What is the main message or thesis of the poem? Use your own words (1 paragraph) to write down the main point the author is making in the poem. Does the poem deal with any of the main topics of African-American Literature (see Af.-Am. Lit. handout)? 





Then find out how the emotianal effect is created? How do the various features of the poem combine to create the particular atmosphere and how do they convey the main message? Collect all the features that contribute to the main message of the poem. Support your thesis!





Look at the following features of the poem:


	Shape


	Syntax


	Lexical aspects


	Title


	Imagery


Use your poetry handout from year 6 to help you work on these categories.








Writing a short paper on poetry:





Use your notes to write a short paper about your poem (about 1 typed page).


Start with your thesis statement and carefully choose the material that supports your thesis. Explain how the main message is conveyed and how the atmosphere of the poem is created.








