African-American Literature

Intro: Fair (Books, essays, music, poetry)

Bookchoosing: Students browse for 2 periods and then decide which book they want  to read. 

Read novels and keep an ongoing response journal.

Later: Ss having read the same novels exchange their impressions… in groups. Discuss which of the main aspects of AA lit you have found in the book. Then find one special aspect or focus in the book and write a short (2page) paper on it.

1. Af-Am-Lit main topics handout: Discuss main topics in Af-Am Lit

2. Read education stories. Ss write 1 summary (summary writing handout), peer-conferences , groups produce a perfect summary of their story, then the corrected summaries are copied for everybody.

3. Discuss role of education in the stories. Importance of thesis. Ss work out thesis of each story, then find a common thesis for all… Practice essay writing (essay handouts…)
4. Poetry: Browse through handout, mark all references to one of the main topics in AA Lit.

5. Groups choose one aspect and work out the details: present their 2-3 poems to class, explain role of their aspect.

6. Essay writing: Role of Education in AA lit. use 5 stories and 2-3 poems!

7. Read extract from Invisible Man. Discuss invisibility, music, lights…

8. Read religion stories: "On the Road", "Salvation", and extract from Go Tell it on the Mountain. Discuss role of religion in AA Lit (also include the relevant poems)

9. Read music stories and poems: "Sonny's Blues" and the poems "Trumpet Player" and "Walking Parker Home", discuss role of music

10. Read ironic stories: "On Being Crazy", "The Goophered Grapevine" and "Big Black Good Man" and discuss irony as a survival strategy.

11. Translate one page from "Goophered Grapevine" into standard English and find 5 rules concerning Black English grammar and pronunciation

12. Role of Black English: Who uses it? For what effect?…

13. Discuss folk elements in Goophered Grapevine (woodoo, goopher, storytelling…)

14. Read "Don't Guess Names Matter Much" , "Everyday Use" and "My Furthest Back Person, the African" and discuss importance of roots for blacks, include Malcolm X

15. Listening practice: Tapes of M.L. King (I dream…) and Malcolm X, note-taking, summary writing, compare the two points of view

16. Movie: Do the Right Thing (Spike Lee) discuss different characters and their roles in increasing violence or their contributions to p

17. eace (see handout)
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