Second Test
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January 28th, 1999

1. Poem

Choose one of the two poems and write a short (100 wd) interpretation and personal comment. Use good, coherent language.

2.The Role of Religion in African-American Literature

Write a well-structured essay explaining the role (or roles) religion plays in the samples of African-American literature that you have read. ("Salvation", "On the Road", Go Tell it on the Mountain,, and the poems "Knowledge is King",  "Lift Every Voice and Sing",  and one of the two poems above.)

Is it one clearly defined role? Is it an ambivalent, changing role?

Formulate a working thesis before you start and make a short outline of your essay. I won't mark the outline's language but I will assess its clarity and structure! Make sure you only include examples and arguments that are relevant to the topic.

Then write your essay. Guide the reader comfortably through your text. (Intro, transitions, conclusion!!!)

Support your arguments with quotes from the texts.

Materials to be used:

Dictionary

Collection of African-American Poetry (handout)

Collection of African-American Short-stories (handout)

My Thesis:

Outline:

Use the back of this sheet for your outline!
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