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The Role of Music in African-American Literature

· Read the story "Sonny's Blues" slowly and carefully and mark all the references to music that you can find. What does Baldwin say about music and the role it plays in Sonny's life?

· Check the music-related paragraph on your handout "Topics in Af-Am. Lit" 

· Reread the poems related to music: "Trumpet Player", "Walking Parker Home" and note the musical references. What role does music play in these poems.

· Check your response journal and your novel. Are there any additional references to music?

D iscuss all your findings in a small group and develop a common thesis: What role does music play in the different texts?  

Write a well structured paper similar to the education paper. Consider the rules for writing college level essays and reread my remarks and suggestions on your education paper before you start. 

The paper is due next Thursday. Please type it, if at all possible!!! 

This paper is very good practice for your test.  Make sure you do it carefully.v


