Charles Chesnutt, "The Goophered Grapevine"

and

W.E.B. Du Bois, "On Beeing Crazy"

Quickcheck:

A: Questions to check basic knowledge of content:

Write your answers on a separate slip of paper and hand them in.

1. Who are the main characters in the story "The Goophered Grapevine". Give names if possible and a short characterization (notes only).

2. Who speaks Black English, who speaks standard English?

3. Summarize the ending of the story in one or two sentences.

B: Questions to check understanding of texts and typical themes or aspects of Af-Am-Lit

Discuss these questions in groups. Be prepared to present your group's findings in the following plenary.

1. Which typical aspects or characteristics of Af-Am. Lit are exemplified in the two stories? Name them:

2. Find different definitions of "irony" (dictionary, handout, internet) (You may send out 1 group-member to find an answer.)

3. What does the irony in "On Being Crazy" stem from?

4. Where do you see irony in "The Goophered Grapevine"?

5. Explain the views of W.E.B. Du Bois and Booker T.Washington concerning social change and progress for blacks. Give examples and quote your sources.

6. Did you come across any folk elements in the story "The Goophered Grapevine"?

7. Who speaks standard English, who speaks Black English? What effect does the choice of language and register have on the reader? What does it imply?

8. Finish your translation of one page of the story "The Goophered Grapevine" and find 4-5 rules concerning the use of grammar and pronunciation in Black English.
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