Arbeit von Nina Leitner, recht gut, aber nicht einfach so verwenden!!!

Reading Project: Year 7
1. Choosing a novel
Read through the short plot summaries of the following four books on amazon.com and then decide which one you are going to read. To get more information about the books, reviews and reader’s comments, also visit the internet. 
Ernest Hemingway: A Farewell to Arms
F. Scott Fitzgerald: The Great Gatsby
Mark Twain: Adventures of Huckleberry Finn
Hermann Melville: Moby Dick
1. Reading journal

While reading your book, you are going to write a reading diary which is going to help you later on to remember your expectations, first impression of the book. For this diary it is necessary that you read the book very carefully, beyond plot level and write down your thoughts and associations. Use the following questions to guide you through your journal but feel free to write down all your thoughts.
1. What do you think the book is going to be about? What do you expect from it? (E.g. that it is funny, romantic, suspenseful, a love story, a travel book…)
Write this entry before you start reading.
2. Is there a particular character that you feel strongly about? How is s/he portrayed? How do you envision the character?
Write this entry after you have read about one third of the book.

3. How readable is the book? Comment on the author’s style. Do you find the language difficult? Easy?
Write this entry after you have read half of the book.

4. Look at your notes from task #1. Has the book met your expectations?

5. Would you recommend the book? Why? For whom?

Write the last two entries when you have finished reading.
2. Project tasks
Individually, and in your groups, work on the project tasks for the following _________lessons. Read through each others reading journals and share your thoughts and comments.
3. Book presentation
In your groups, prepare a book presentation for you chosen novel. Present the main parts of the novel and the ideas you have come up with during your project work – not just the plot!
Date for presentation: __________________

4. Assessment
Hand in your project folder and your reading diary for final assessment.

Deadline: ________________________

A Farewell to Arms

by

Ernest Hemingway

Task 1 – Introduction

Do this task before you read the book!
Look at the different book covers and the short plot synopsis of A Farewell to arms. Discuss in your groups the different themes of the book. What do the different covers imply? What do they say about the time, the book was written in?
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Lieutenant Frederic Henry, an American assigned to a Red Cross ambulance unit in Italy, is severely wounded on the Austrian front and sent to a hospital in Milan, where he falls in love with his English nurse, Catherine Barkley. When he returns to the front, the war goes badly, and Frederic joins a retreat from Caporetto in which he barely escapes execution at the hands of Italian battle police. He deserts the army, returns to Milan, goes on to Stresa, joins now-pregnant Catherine Barkley, and avoids capture by rowing across the lake to Switzerland, where they live an idyllic life until Catherine delivers a still-born child and dies, and Frederic walks back to his hotel in the rain, alone. 

I am not sure what they should do with the plot synopsis.
Task 2 – Setting

Look at the map of northern Italy - the setting of A Farewell to Arms – and mark what happened in the different scenes. You can do this task with a partner or in your groups but all of you should take notes.
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	Place
	Comments
	Pages

	Gorizia
	
	

	Udine
	
	

	Caporetto
	
	

	Bassano
	
	

	Treviso
	
	

	Tagliamento
	
	

	Isonzo
	
	


Good task!!!
Task 3 – Writing task: Background of the novel

The background of A Farewell to Arms is the Italian front during World War I where Ernest Hemingway himself served as a Red Cross ambulance driver. Look what you can find out about World War I and the Italian Front (books, internet, e.g. http://www.firstworldwar.com) and write two or three paragraphs about your findings and how they relate to the novel.
Task 4 – Character description
Describe the characters of the novel. Mention what you think they look like, who they interact with and in what form, what kind of people they are and what they role they play in the novel (give references to the text).
Ask me about character profiles!
	Character
	Notes

	Lt. Frederic Henry


	

	Catherine Barkley


	

	Rinaldi


	

	Helen Fergouson


	

	The Priest


	


Task 5 – Detailed Questions 

Answer the following questions that go beyond the plot and serve a better understanding of the plot. Give your own opinion as well. (one paragraph each)
How does the first chapter of A Farewell to Arms set a tone and mood which anticipate subsequent events? Why does the narrator move the reader through a change of seasons from late summer to autumn and on to winter? What are the major images in the chapter, and what is the effect of the understatement in the final sentence (p. 4)? 

2. During Lt. Frederic Henry's early visits with Catherine Barkley, Catherine says as they touch each other and speak of love, "This is a rotten game we play, isn't it"? (p. 31). How should one characterize Frederic's early "love" for Catherine? What does the initial stage of their relationship reveal about the effect of the war upon their lives? 

3. What perspective regarding love does the priest from Abruzzi provide, and why do officers bait him during meals? Frederic says the priest "had always known what I did not know and what, when I learned it, I was always able to forget. But I did not know that then, although I learned it later" (p. 14). Is Frederic's observation borne out in the novel? 

4. Why are the Italian soldiers disillusioned with the war? How is Frederic's leap into the river to escape the battle police a symbolic demarcation in the novel? What extended meaning do we find in his statement, "It was not my show any more..."(p. 232)? Does Catherine represent for Frederic refuge, peace, and "home" in its fullest sense? How? 

5. What is the effect of Henry's description of battle? What information do and don't we get? How does this description compare with other descriptions of warfare you may be familiar with? 

Task 6 – Symbolism

Ernest Hemingway is well known for using very special symbolism in his novels. What are the symbols in A Farewell to Arms? Comment on the symbols given and state your own opinion. What do these symbols refer to? Why do you think Hemingway uses these symbols in this particular context? What other symbols does he use in A Farewell to Arms?
RAIN

4 bare tree trunks "black with rain";
country="wet & brown & dead with
the autumn"; mists over the river;
permanent rain brings cholera

125 C.B. fears rain: sees herself & F.H.

126 dead in rain

142 rain on day after C.B. tells F.H.
of her pregnancy

150-151 rain on way to hotel across from
Milan train station

156-159 rain visible from hotel lobby; rain on way from hotel to station; & at station during goodbye, and depart in rain

184-185 abstraction shouted in the rain on the Bainsizza vs. sun to reveal guns of Austrians

186 3:00 a.m. battle in rain & wind

187-188 "orderly, wet, and sullen" retreat
from Bainsizza

194 retreat from Gorizia in the rain & dark

210 Crossing railway bridge, Lt. H. sees
Udine (his destination) in the rain

212 Aymo shot and killed in the rain by the
Italian rear guard

230 rain during F.H.'s escape and hopping
freight train

243 on train: "I felt as sad as the wet
Lombard country...through the window."

244 rain during F.H.'s train ride & arrival
at Stresa

266 dark & rain during flight from Stresa

270 no rain while on lake

276 "fine rain" on dawn arrival in Switz.

277 cheerful rain

278 cheerful and clean rain

306 rain resumes ("permanent"?)

327 dark & rain during stillbirth & at news
of baby being born dead

332 rain on way back to hotel alone

Note: Rain may suggest something different for the war than it does for the lovers, or the meaning may be the same.

Catherine Barkley equates rain with death or the fear of death. What are the traditional positive and negative associations with rain? Do any of them fit with this story?

What pattern of association or meaning for rain dominates this list? Are there enough exceptions to make a different pattern? Summarize the pattern(s) in one or two sentences, and you'll have a thesis about the symbolism of the rain in this novel.

LIGHT

3 big guns pass in the day

45 white Austrian Alps far away

51 searchlights

56 light inside the dressing station

88 searchlights & dawn & sleeping in daylight

101 searchlight vs. bat

114 light shines on C.B.'s blonde hair

131 horse, "Light for Me," finishes 4th out of 5

152 chandelier light on C.B.'s hair & lights 
of train station from hotel room

157-158 hats of carabinieri in light; C.B.'s
face in dark, then in light and smiling

159 lights of station & rail yards

272 moonlight while they're on the lake

318 cloudy but sun trying to come through as C.B. in labor

327 light from window seen outside

328 light in hallway

332 F. H. turns off light

Could there be one association for artificial light and a different association for daylight? Try to summarize your notes into one or two statements about what light means in this story and what this meaning does to intensify the impact of this novel.
DARKNESS

3 artillery in the dark is "like
summer lightning"; troops & guns
go by in the dark

13 night is "better"

46 hills dark in the sunset; attack
starts at sunset

56 waiting in the dark for treatment
outside the field surgical station

61 man hemorrhages to death in dark
British ambulance

68 priest visits at dusk

72 Lt. H. fears God in the night

88 nightmare

92 the night is for love

146 F.H.'s train leaves Milan in the dark & rain at midnight

186 Croatian night attack, word of breakthrough in the north, and retreat order

212 dark = possible safety from German troops

218 dark & rain as Lt. H. & Piani skirt
Udine and rejoin retreat

221 trying to cross the swollen Tagliamento 
River in the dark

233 Lt. H. escapes in the night and the
dark of the gondola car

249 night is not day

258 dark as F.H. leaves C.B. to play
billiards with Count Greffi

266 dark & rain during flight from
Stresa (but moonlight on lake = 272)

312 dark when labor starts & during taxi
ride to hospital

327 dark & rain during stillbirth & news
news of baby being born dead

332 F.H. turns light out to be in dark
with Catherine

Could there be one association with darkness and a different association with night? Summarize your notes to make a statement about what darkness seems to mean.
Task 7 – Writing a Review
Write a book review of A Farewell to Arms for a widely known magazine. 
Tips for writing a review: 

Always write in present tense!

 Four basic steps: 

· Introduction/General Background

· Plot

· General Comments

· Recommendation
Useful Language:

· What clearly fascinated me/him about the Story of…. was that…

· The director/author is far more interested in…that

· The film is an extraordinary visual/ auditory experience

· The book/ film has been extensively controversial

· …will cause bitter disagreement (recommendation)

· will grip virtually everyone who sees it

· unremittingly depressing

· an enthralling film/book

· as gripping as a bald tyre

· a masterpiece

· a box office hit

· It conveys a sense of

· Actor gives a superb/thrilling/disappointing performance

· I found the plot rather weak

BOOK:

· It is extremely readable/rather heavy

· Tells the story of

· It is a beautifully written novel

· The plot centres on

Task 8 – Hemingway’s life and works

Read through the article about Ernest Hemingway’s life and write down the most important issues. How do you think his life influenced the novel A Farewell to Arms? To what extent is it an autobiographical novel?

Hemingway, Ernest (1899-1961) 






Novelist, Soldier, Story Writer, Poet, Chronicler, Diarist, Journalist, Editor, Hunter, Fisherman. 
Active 1923-1961 in USA, North America

Ernest Hemingway was born in Oak Park, Illinois, a Chicago suburb, in 1899. During his early years he was influenced by his father, Clarence E. Hemingway, a physician who loved the outdoors and taught his son to fish and hunt, and by his mother, Grace Hall Hemingway, a forceful artistic woman who gave voice lessons and painted. The family summered in a cottage in northern Michigan, where Hemingway found opportunities for outdoor activities and observed the local Indians. He was educated in the Oak Park and River Forest High School but chose not to attend a university. Instead, at the age of eighteen, he joined the staff of the Kansas City Star in Kansas City, Missouri, as a cub reporter. Although he had written stories for his high school literary magazine and newspaper, it was in Kansas City that he learned the essentials of journalism from which he would later develop his unique prose style.

Caught up in the excitement of World War I, Hemingway joined the Missouri National Guard early in 1918, but as the Guard seemed unlikely to see action soon, he enlisted in the American Red Cross later that spring, and by May 1918 he shipped out for France. By June he was on duty in Italy with an ambulance unit of the Red Cross. Having volunteered for canteen duty, Hemingway was seriously wounded at the front in July, two weeks short of his nineteenth birthday. He spent the rest of 1918 in a Milan hospital, where he met a nurse, Agnes Von Kurowski, who would serve as a model for the heroine of A Farewell to Arms.

Returning to Oak Park in early 1919, Hemingway moved into his parents' home. There and in the family cottage in Michigan he began to write short stories for magazines but was unable to sell his work. From 1920 to 1924 he worked for the Toronto Star, first as a free-lance reporter and later as a fulltime reporter. In 1920-1921 he served briefly as editor of a small Chicago publication, Cooperative Commonwealth. In 1921 he also married for the first time and on the advice of Sherwood Anderson, he and his wife Hadley Richardson moved to Paris, where Hemingway hoped to pursue his literary career while he supported himself by writing feature stories for the Toronto Star. In Paris he met Gertrude Stein, Ezra Pound, and Ford Madox Ford, all of whom served as mentors.

As Anderson had predicted, Paris proved to be a nurturing environment. Hemingway left the city reluctantly before the birth of his first son John in Toronto in 1923 and returned to Paris as soon as possible. By 1924 he had had stories published in the Little Review and transatlantic review and poems published in the Little Review and Poetry: A Magazine of Verse. He had also published two slim volumes of his work, Three Stories and Ten Poems (1923) and in our time (1924). Both of these books were printed by small private printers in Paris, but by 1925 Hemingway was published by a major US publisher, Boni and Liveright, who brought out his first full-length collection of stories, In Our Time. Boni and Liveright also entered into a contract for Hemingway's next two books.

A chance meeting with F. Scott Fitzgerald led to a long though troubled friendship. Impressed by Hemingway's writing, Fitzgerald wrote to his own New York publisher, Scribner's, praising the younger writer. He strongly urged Ernest to abandon Boni and Liveright and to sign with Scribner's. Hemingway was released from his contract with Boni and Liveright when the publisher turned down the manuscript of The Torrents of Spring, a Fieldingesque parody of Sherwood Anderson's Dark Laughter (1925). Anderson was at that time Boni and Liveright's leading author. Scribner's published The Torrents of Spring (1926) and then Hemingway's more successful novel The Sun Also Rises (1926).

If Fitzgerald had defined the jazz age with novels such as This Side of Paradise (1920) and The Great Gatsby (1925), The Sun Also Rises defined the expatriate existence of the “Lost Generation” — US and British citizens living in Paris following the Great War. Jake Barnes is an American journalist in love with Lady Brett Ashley, but their affair remains unconsumated because of Jake's war injury. Jake remains the one constant in Brett's life as she drifts between a dilettante American novelist, a Scottish nobleman, and a Spanish bullfighter. Although reviews at the time were mixed, on balance the New York Times verdict that the novel was filled with “magnificent writing” won out, and Hemingway gained recognition as one of the major talents of his generation.

Scribner's soon brought out a second volume of Hemingway's short stories, Men Without Women (1927) while Hemingway worked on a second novel based on the war. But 1927 was a troubled year for the author's personal life. He divorced Hadley and married Pauline Pfeiffer, who would bear him two sons, Patrick in 1928 and Gregory in 1931. Eventually the Hemingways settled in Key West, Florida. While he was revising the final draft of his next novel, Hemingway had to deal with the death, by suicide, of his father.

A Farewell to Arms (1929) consolidated the reputation Hemingway had won with his short stories and his first novel. This story of an American in the Italian army and his love for a British nurse captures the futility and absurdity of war while it tells a moving love story. Loosely based on Hemingway's experience in Italy, the novel owes much to the anecdotes he heard in the Milan hospital and, as Michael Reynolds has shown, to Hemingway's thorough research into a war of which he had personally seen little. Reviews were excellent and a bright future was predicted for Hemingway.

The 1930s, however, saw Hemingway lose favor with the critics. As the world sank into a major depression, he published a meditative and informative book on the Spanish bullfight, Death in the Afternoon (1932), and a similarly meditative account of an African safari, Green Hills of Africa (1935). Neither seemed relevant to the situation his readers faced. To be sure, another collection of stories, Winner Take Nothing (1933), contained some of his best short fiction, but by the time Scribner's published the African book, critics, many of whom harbored Marxist sympathies, were growing impatient. Although Hemingway's next novel, To Have and Have Not (1937), pleased such reviewers, it has not fared so well with later critics. Expanded from two short stories, To Have and Have Not intertwined plots concerning a modern-day pirate and smuggler, Harry Morgan, and a bloodless “proletarian” novelist, Richard Gordon. Parodoxically, the book both refuted Hemingway's critics and rewarded them. But Hemingway's main concern at the time was Spain. 

Late in 1936, while Hemingway was working on To Have and Have Not, the North American Newspaper Alliance offered to hire him to report on the civil war being fought in Spain, and in 1937 he accepted their offer. The eventual literary fruits of this undertaking, in addition to the news stories he produced to fulfill his contract, were the script for the narration of a pro-Republic documentary film, The Spanish Earth (1938), a relatively unsuccessful play, The Fifth Column (published with his collected stories as The Fifth Column and the First Forty-nine Stories in 1938), a handful of short stories about wartime Spain, and his most successful novel in over a decade, For Whom the Bells Tolls (1940). The novel told the story of Robert Jordan, an American volunteer fighting for the Republic and his tragic love affair with a young Spanish woman. Reviews were excellent, and immediately upon publication, Hemingway was offered $100,000 for film rights. 

Things were not happy at home. Pauline and Hemingway had been estranged for some time, and in 1940 she divorced him. Less than three weeks later, Hemingway married his third wife, novelist and journalist Martha Gellhorn. By the end of the year he had purchased Finca Vigia on the island of Cuba, a small farm that would remain his home until shortly before his death.

World War II distracted Hemingway from his writing. For a time he cruised the waters of the Gulf Stream looking for German U-boats, then accepted an assignment as correspondent for Collier's, thereby assuring his breakup with Martha, whom he replaced as front-line correspondent for that magazine. The two would divorce in 1945, and Hemingway would marry his fourth wife, Mary Welsh, early in 1946. Hemingway saw a great deal of the Allied invasion, from D-day to the battle of the Hurtgen Forest, but he produced only a handful of dispatches for Collier's.

After the war Hemingway returned to Cuba and began work on two projects that would be published only after his death. One manuscript told the story of writers and artists living in the south of France after World War I and their sexual, emotional, and artistic problems. After heavy editing, this unfinished manuscript was published posthumously as The Garden of Eden (1986). A second manuscript treated the coming of World War II and the anti-submarine warfare conducted by a painter. Nearly finished at the time of Hemingway's death, this work would be published as Islands in the Stream (1970).

Hemingway broke off work on these two projects to produce a shorter novel, Across the River and Into the Trees (1950). Into this story of a middle-aged US colonel and his young lover, a Venetian countess, Hemingway tried to compress all that he had learned about war during two world wars and two smaller conflicts. The novel was widely disparaged by the critics and parodied in publications such as New Yorker. Later critics have reassessed the novel, but it is still clearly seen as one of Hemingway's least successful works.

In 1951 Hemingway returned to one of his postwar projects, completing a story of an old fisherman in the Gulf Stream, which could be attached to the story of the submarine hunting painter, but in 1952 he decided to sell The Old Man and the Sea to Life for magazine publication and to allow Scribner's to bring out a trade edition of the novella. The story of the fisherman's heroic but fruitless fight with a huge marlin and the sharks which rob him of his catch thematically echoes the title of his 1933 collection Winner Take Nothing. Santiago the fisherman emerges from the struggle with only his dignity. Unlike Across the River and Into the Trees, The Old Man and the Sea was extremely successful. In spite of the fact that five million readers had had the opportunity to read the book in Life, Scribner's printed and sold a large edition. Critics were enthusiastic, and in 1953 the novella was awarded the Pulitzer Prize.

Hemingway and Mary traveled to Africa to attempt to relive the happiness of the 1933-1934 safari that resulted in Green Hills of Africa. Like the earlier safari, this one would lead to a book, the posthumous True at First Light (1999), edited by Patrick Hemingway. It almost resulted in Hemingway's death as well. In January 1954 the Hemingways were involved in two plane crashes in Africa. After the first, they were presumed dead, and the world press carried obituaries. But Hemingway, although badly injured in the second crash, would live to receive the Nobel Prize in the fall of that year. Pleading ill health, he declined to accept the award in person.

After recovering his health later in the 1950s, Hemingway worked on his two unfinished postwar novels and began a book of reminiscences about his early years in Paris. The latter manuscript would be published posthumously as A Moveable Feast (1964). In 1959 he traveled to Spain to cover a summer of bullfighting competition between two of the country's leading matadors. He was to contribute a story to Life on the contest but wrote about it at such leangth that an abridged version was published by that magazine, and a more full version was published posthumously as The Dangerous Summer (1985). 

After the fall of Batista and the rise of Castro in Cuba, Hemingway became increasingly uncomfortable at his estate outside Havana. In 1959 he bought a house in the small town of Ketchum, Idaho. During 1960 he battled depression and hypertension, and in the fall of that year and the spring of 1961, he was treated at the Mayo Clinic. Shortly after returning to Ketchum following his second hospitalization, he shot himself with a shotgun on July 2, 1961. He is buried in the Ketchum cemetery.

Unlike his contemporary, F. Scott Fitzgerald, Hemingway has never undergone a severe period of neglect. While he was alive, his literary reputation went through two declines, one during the 1930s, which ended when he published For Whom the Bell Tolls, and one during the 1940s, which ended when he published The Old Man and the Sea and won the Nobel Prize. Since his death, his reputation has remained strong in spite of flaws in some of his posthumous works, none of which he carried through to final editing. Critical interest has been stimulated by the availability of his manuscripts, which his widow and literary executor Mary Hemingway placed in the John F. Kennedy Library after his death. The collection provides a wealth of information about the creative process that produced one of the twentieth century's most influential authors. 

Robert E. Fleming, University of New Mexico
First published 10 March 2001 

Task 9 – Comparison Novel- Film

Watch the film A Farewell to Arms (1932) by director Frank Borzage. Discuss and take notes to what extend the film is faithful to the novel. Which parts are different, and which parts are left out? Why?
(Ask me for a copy of the film)

Sources: 

http://www.simonsays.com/content/content.cfm?sid=33&isbn=0684801469&agid=10
http://vccslitonline.cc.va.us/afta/
http://www.homework-online.com/afta/character.asp
http://www.firstworldwar.com/battles/piaveriver.htm
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