Book-groups: Native American Literature
Discuss the following aspects of your novels in your group. 
1. Setting: Draw/Copy a map and show where the events of the novel take place.
2. Historical Background: Research the historical facts behind the novel and sum them up briefly (in a table, or a list…)

3. Main characters: Discuss the main characters and their behavior, beliefs and values. Either fill in character profiles or, if you are in a creative mood, pack a character suitcase. Then find one typical  passage for each of the main characters. (Copy these passages into your project folder. You might also want to read them out in the presentation.) 
4. Brief plot summary: Write a very short plot summary (not more than 7 sentences) or make a plot diagram and label it clearly.

5. What is an Indian? Use your web of Native American Idenity (based on Ralph Keene’s speech “What is an Indian?”) and find examples of  different aspects of Indian Identity. Collect them in a table:

	Quality/Label
	Character + a few notes
	Page nr.:

	e.g: The lazy, unemployed Indian
	…
	…

	Has the truth that the white man has never known…
	…
	

	Got a wrought deal from the government…
	
	

	…
	
	


6. Personal Impression:
Discuss how the book has affected you. What were your feelings concerning certain characters? Did you identify with any characters, sympathize with any, get angry with some…

7. How has the novel changed your image of Native Americans?

8. If you could talk to the author what would you say? Collect a list of comments and questions you would want to discuss with him/her. Then act out the conversation in your group. One of you plays the author, the other one interviews and challenges him/her. The other group members take notes and give feedback.
How was the discussion? Have the important points been mentioned? What would you have added or left out? Has the discussion been fair and respectful?

9. Plan your presentation: How are you going to present the relevant aspects of the novel so that your classmates really profit from your presentation? Divide the parts evenly among your group-members and get ready for the presentation by _________________________________
Your presentation may be a classic talk (don’t forget good visual aids) or it may have a more creative format such as a museum tour, a talk-show, a sketch…
Important: Make sure you have good notes about all the parts of your discussion and presentation. You’ll need them to study and revise for the Matura. Collect them in a plastic binder and add all the texts about Native Americans that we have used this quarter. Please also include the story “Chee’s daughter” that we read last year.
Have your folders ready on the presentation day – they will be checked for completeness and good organization.
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