Ralph Keene asks: What is an Indian?

Many questions have been asked by Non-Indians concerning Indians. The questions vary but they all add up to one question: What is an Indian?

Many Non-Indians say and Indian is 

· a person who doesn't work but receives a monthly check from the government

· they say he is lazy

· they say an Indian is a man who got a wrought deal from government and therefore he deserves what can get from this government

· he is a drunkard who doesn't amount to anything and therefore the government should terminate him and let him make his own way in the white man's society

I do not see the Indian  as these people do.

· I see them as a group of people all different in their ways, but held together by a common bond called culture.

· I see them as a group of people who fought for what was rightfully theirs and  were branded as savages.

· I see the Indians as a group of people who fought courageously agains overwhelming odds, and after giving in and signing a peace treaty lived to see the treaties broken one by one.

· I see the Indians as individuals who, when their country was in danger, went to the front voluntarily to save this country, for example  in the Civil War, WWI, WWII, the Korean conflict, and Vietnam.

· I see the Indians  as a group of people who are proud and rightfully so, because they possessed the secrets of life, the white man has never discovered.

· I see the Indians as a group of people who ,even in their broken English, will tell you how important  it is to gain an education.

· They are a group of people who, once they have crossed the culure barrier into the dominate society, become the best in their chosen profession, be it  in medicine, as athletes, in  law, politics, or fighting for freedom.

And when I think of the Indian in this light I think of the question "What is an Indian?"

My chest suddenly expands and I think I am an Indian.

1. Questions: Listen to Ralph Keene's speech and briefly answer the following questions. (You may answer in list form and need not write a coherent text.)

2. How do many white people see the Indians? Which qualities do they attribute to them? 

3. How does Ralph Keene see the Indians?

4. What does he say about himself?
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