Simon J. Ortiz (1941 -) Born in Albuquerque, New Mexico, into the Alcoma Pueblo tribe, Simon J. Ortiz was educated at Fort Lewis College, the Univ. of New Mexico, and the Univ. of Iowa. He served in the Army in Vietnam from 1963 to 1966. A college and university professor, an editor, and an accomplished short story writer, Ortiz has published several books of poetry, including  Going for the Rain( 1976) , From Sand Creek: Rising in This Heart Which is Our America (1981), and Woven Stone (1992)

Jimmy Santiago Baca (1952 - ) was born of Chicano and Apache heritage. Both his parents abandoned him before he was two and had died before he was six. After living in an orphanage, he fled at age 11 to a life on the street, where he came to abuse drugs and alcohol. Later incarcerated in an Arizona prison, he endured isolation and shock treatment but also taught himself to read and write. His first poems were published before he was released. He eventually settled on a small farm in New Mexico. His books of poetry include Immigrants in Our Own Land (1979), Swords of Darkness (1981), Poems Taken from My Yard (1986), and Black Mesa Poems (1989).

N. Scott Momaday (1934 - ) was born in Lawton, Oklahoma, and spent his early childhood among the Kiowa tribe on a family farm. His mother was a writer and teacher, his father an artist and art teacher. They later moved to New Mexico, and Momaday was educated at the Univ. Of New Mexico and Stanford Univ. He has taught in universities while writing both poetry and novels. In 1969 he won the Pulitzer prize for fiction. Mkomaday also draws and paints. 
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