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Richard Wright, NATIVE SON

Keywords:     USA,    Black experience,    1940

From the start, Bigger Thomas had been headed for jail. It might have been for petty crime; by chance, it was for murder and rape. He was a “nigger” in a white man’s world, and his crimes horrified the whole of Chicago. Caught up by forces he could neither understand nor  control, Bigger found a sense of freedom and identity in acts of violence.

NATIVE SON has captured, as no other novel has, the powerful emotions and suffering, the frustrations and yearnings, the restlessness and hysteria, of all the Bigger Thomases. Richard Wright’s gripping novel has become a classic; it is dramatic, unsentimental, and uncompromisingly realistic.

386 pages

Harper Lee, TO KILL A MOCKINGBIRD

Keywords:    US-South,    Black,    1960

A marvelous novel... rich and remarkable. (Daily Express)

An unforgettable story of the violent, intolerant, eccentric, humorous and prejudiced Deep South seen through the eyes of children.

With warmth and understanding Harper Lee brilliantly recreates not only her characters but a whole town and its way of life.

Scout and Jem Finch lose their innocence when their lawyer father defends a Negro charged with the rape of a white girl.

The lawyer is the town’s conscience, but conscience makes more than cowards...

TO KILL A MOCKINGBIRD

‘Someone rare has written this very fine novel, a writer with the liveliest sense of life and the warmest, most authentic humour. A touching book... so likeable.’  Truman Capote

281 pages

Richard Wright, UNCLE TOM’S CHILDREN

Five short stories and an autobiographical essay

Keywords:    USA,   Black experience,    1936

“Taking for its characters Negro men and women at bay in the oppressive Southern environment, the book represents one of the few instances in which an American Negro writer has successfully delineated the universals embodied in Negro experience. The result is an imaginative exploration of Southern Negro types, from the simplest sharecropper struggling unconsciously in a world he does not understand, to men and women aware of their fate and approaching it through political conviction. They are three-dimensional people, possessing an emotional and psychological complexity never before achieved in American Negro writing...

“NATIVE SON and UNCLE TOM’S CHILDREN express an artistic sensibility overcoming the social and cultural isolation of Negro life and moving into a world of unlimited intellectual and imaginative possibilities. The technical, artistic, and intellectual qualities of these works are a reflection and a result of this process. To understand this is to grasp many of the problems of Negro life and fiction.” (Ralph Ellison, New Masses)

215 pages

Jerzy Kosinski, BEING THERE

Keywords: USA,    electronic age, fame, power, money, sex, 1970

“Chance, a fabulous creature of our age.” (Time)

The hero of this astonishing novel is called Chance, he may be the man of tomorrow. Flung into the real world when his rich benefactor dies, Chance is helped on his life journey by Elizabeth Eve, the young, beautiful, resourceful wife of a dying Wallstreet mogul. Accidentally launched into a world of sex, money, power- and national television - he becomes a media superstar, a household name, the man of the hour - and, who knows, perhaps the next President of the United States of America.

“Kosinski is one of the handful of important writers to arrive since the war... BEING THERE is dense with enough images, complexities and ironies to keep scholars busy long past their graduation... the laughter he evokes from us is both a purgative - and a warning.” (Life)

104 pages

John Grisham, THE CLIENT

Keywords:    USA,    Crime,    1993

The Law, the Mob, a murder - and the mind of an eleven-year-old child...

An eleven-year-old has discovered a secret that not even an adult should know.

A US State Senator is dead, and Mark Sway is the only one who knows where the body is hidden.

The FBI want him to tell them where it is, at whatever cost to Mark and his family.

The killer wants him silenced forever.

Only one woman lawyer can save them from these twin threats. Together with Mark she must take on the might of the State and the wiles of a cold-blooded killer.

John Grisham’s previous three novels, THE FIRM; THE PELICAN BRIEF and TIME TO KILL have all been No 1 bestsellers throughout the world. He is now the most successful thriller writer of the decade.

458 pages

George Orwell, ANIMAL FARM
Keywords: UK,    political fable,...communism/socialism,   1945

First published in 1945, ANIMAL FARM has become the classic political fable of the twentieth century. Adding his own brand of poignancy and wit, George Orwell tells the story of a revolution among animals of a farm, and how idealism was betrayed by power, corruption and lies.

120 pages

George Orwell, NINETEEN EIGHTY FOUR

Keywords: UK, political novel, power of Party, totalitarianism, 1949

Newspeak, Doublethink, Big Brother, the Thought Police - the language of 1984 has passed into the English language as a symbol of the horrors of totalitarianism. George Orwell’s story of Winston Smith’s fight against the all-pervading Party has become a classic not the least because of its intellectual coherence. First published in 1949, it retains as much relevance today as it had then.

251 pages

Aldous Huxley, BRAVE NEW WORLD

Keywords: UK,   science fiction,...genetic engineering,   politics, society,   1932

This fantasy of the future is one of Aldous Huxley’s best-known books. Its impact on the modern world has been considerable. Abandoning his mordant criticism of modern men and morals, the author switches to the future and shows us life as he conceives it maybe some thousands of years hence. Written in the thirties when - whatever the immediate outlook may have been - people believed that ultimately all would be for the best in the best of all possible worlds, this novel is a warning against such optimism. With irrepressible wit and raillery, Huxley satirizes the idea of progress put forward by the scientists and philosophers; and his world of test-tube babies and ‘feelies’ is uncomfortably closer now than it was when the book was first published.

200 pages

John Grisham, THE RAINMAKER

Keywords: USA,   Crime,...Law,...Corruption,...1995

He’s a young lawyer who does yard work in exchange for rent. Then one little case begins to explode...

It’s summer in Memphis. The sweat is sticking to Rudy Baylor’s shirt and creditors are nipping at his heels. Once he had aspirations of breezing through law school and punching his ticket to the good life. Now he doesn’t have a job or a prayer... except for one: an insurance dispute that leaves a family devastated and opens the door for a lawsuit, if Rudy can find a way to file it.

“The pace is fast, the characters quirky, the result entertaining... will be John Grisham’s most popular novel since THE FIRM:” (USA Today)

“Great fun to read... the complex plotting is Grisham’s major accomplishment.” (Los Angeles Times)

By the time Rudy gets to court, a heavyweight corporate defense team is there to meet him. And suddenly he’s in over his head, plunged into a nightmare of lies and legal maneuverings. A case that started small is exploding into a thunderous million-dollar war of nerves, skill, and outright violence - a fight that could cost one young lawyer his life, or turn him into the biggest rainmaker in the land...

598 pages

E.L. Doctorow, THE BOOK OF DANIEL

Keywords: USA,  political novel of the ‘50s,   cold war,  espionage,  1971

The central figure of this novel is a young man whose parents were executed for conspiring  to steal atomic secrets. His name is Daniel Isaacson, and as the story opens, his parents have been dead for many years. He has had a long time to adjust to their deaths. He has not adjusted. Out of the shambles of his childhood, he has constructed a new life - marriage to an adoring girl who gives him a son of his own, and a career in scholarship. It is a life that enrages him. In the silence of the library at Columbia University, where he is supposedly writing a Ph. D. dissertation, Daniel composes something quite different. It is a confession of his most intimate relationships - with his wife, his foster parents, and his kid sister Susan, whose own radicalism so reproaches him. It is a book of memories - visits with his mother and father in the Death House - a book of judgments, of investigation, a book about the ‘50s, about some of the most beautiful and terrible feelings of childhood. It is about the nature of guilt and innocence. It is THE BOOK OF DANIEL.

318 pages

Ken Kesey, ONE FLEW OVER THE CUCKOO’S NEST

Keywords: USA, mental institutions, authority, power, 1962


You’ve never met anyone like Randle Patrick Mc Murphy... the hero of Ken Kesey’s ONE FLEW OVER THE CUCKOO’S NEST


He’s a boisterous, brasling, fun-loving rebel who swaggers into the ward of a mental hospital and takes over...


He’s a lusty, profane, life-loving fighter who rallies the other patients around him by challenging the dictatorship of Big Nurse. He promotes gambling in the ward, smuggles in wine and women. At every turn, he openly defies her rule.


The contest starts as sport (with McMurphy taking bets on the outcome) but soon it develops into a grim struggle for the minds and hearts of the men, into an all-out war between two relentless opponents: Big Nurse, baked by the full power of authority... MrMurphy, who has only his own indomitable will.

 “ You feel this book along your spine...” Kansas City Star


Tired of weeding peas at a penal farm, the tough, freewheeling McMurphy feigns insanity for a chance at the softer life of a mental institution. But he gets more than he’s bargained for, much more. He is committed to the care of BigNurse - a full-breasted, stiff-gaited tyrant who rules over her charges with chilling authority.


Her ward is a citadel of discipline. Strongarm orderlies stand ready to quell even the feeblest insurrection. Her patients long ago gave up the struggle to assert themselves. Cowed, docile, they have surrendered completely to her unbridled authority.


Now, into their ranks charges McMurphy. The gambling Irishman sees at once what Big Nurse’s game is. Appalled by the timidity of his fellow patients, he begins his one-man campaign to tender her powerless. First in fun, and then in dire earnestness, he sets out to create havoc on her well-run ward... to make the gray halls ring with laughter, and anger, and life.

272 pages

David Lodge, CHANGING PLACES

Keywords: UK, comic novel,  society, university-lifestyle..., love, sex...1975

“A magnificent comic novel” (Guardian)

The plate-glass, concrete jungle of Euphoria State University, USA, and the damp red-brick University of Rummidge have an annual exchange scheme. Normally the exchange passes without comment.

But when Philip Swallow swaps with Professor Zapp the Fates play a hand, and the two academics find themselves enmeshed in a spiraling involvement on opposite sides of the Atlantic. Nobody is immune: students, colleagues, even wives are swapped as the tension increases. Finally, the cat is let out of the bag with a flourish that surprises even the author himself.

“Three-star rating for a laugh a line” (Evening Standard)

“By far the funniest novel of the year ...” (Daily Mail)

250 pages

David Lodge, SMALL WORLD

Keywords: UK, ...academic world,...love, sex, 1984

“The funniest and nastiest novel of academic satire since LUCKY JIM: Plots, counterplots, kidnappings and betrayals galore.” (Newsweek)

They’re academics, but their lives are anything but staid and stodgy. There’s Persse, a young Galahad of a professor searching for his ideal woman, Morris Zapp, the American post-structuralist touting his latest paper: “Textuality as Striptease”; Fulvia Morgana, the Maserati-driving, anti-bourgeois Italian professor; not to mention the mysterious, black-gloved Siegfried von Turpitz, among others. From Chicago to Ankara to Tokyo, they’re chasing graduate students, seducing each other’s spouses, and questing for truth, good times, and the one glittering prize they all desire.

“A delectable comedy of bad manners... infused with a rare creative exuberance.” (Washington Post Book World)

“A highly comic novel. Brilliantly entertaining.” (Margaret Drabble)

383 pages

Michael Crichton, DISCLOSURE

Keywords: USA,   Sexual harassment,...power, money, high-tech world  , 1994

“Sexual dynamite... Controversial and superbly written” (Daily Mail)

The thriller that opened a new chapter in the sex wars.

Thomas Sanders’ world collapses in just 24 hours - he is passed over for promotion, his new woman boss comes on to him during a drink after work, then, the next morning, he learns that she has accused him of sexually harassing her. She demands his transfer, thereby threatening to cut him off from the millions he would have made when his high-tech company was floated on the stock market.

What follows next made DISCLOSURE the most talked about novel for decades.

“Throat-gripping” (Peter Hitchens, Daily Express)

“Wonderfully entertaining” (Penny Perrick, Sunday Times)

450 pages

Sue Townsend, THE SECRET DIARY OF ADRIAN MOLE

Keywords: UK, teenage culture and problems, diary, 1982

‘...the wry, funny journal of a teenager who believes he’s an “undiscovered intellectual” and in love.’ (Sunday Express)

 ‘... a marvelous new novel...it seems set fair to become as much a cult book as THE CATCHER IN THE RYE::: The book is both touching and screamingly funny.’ (Jully Cooper)

Adrian Mole is a worrier. The problems of existence hit him hard. Spots, bits of him that won’t seem to keep still, the cracks in his parents’ marriage, all prey heavily on his mind. There are some consolations. A fourteen-year-old feminist, an eighty-nine-year-old chain smoker and his spoilt best friend all help to lift the gloomy introspection of Mole’s moods.

Mole believes he is an intellectual. He is certainly a poet. He buys strikingly colored stationery on which to write his poems and send them to the BBC. He is dogged by ill health as well as by an infuriatingly ever-present pet dog, and by a catalogue of misfortunes familiar to anyone over the age of thirteen.

The acclaim which this book has already won from readers of all ages has assured it a lasting place in the literature of family life.

187 pages

D.H. Lawrence, LADY CHATTERLEY’S LOVER

Keywords: UK,  love, individuality, sexuality (1st open descriptions),  long forbidden book, 1928

“This is the real point of this book. I want men and women to be able to think sex, fully, completely, honestly, and cleanly.” D. H. Lawrence

Harassed by authorities for his alleged obscenity, regarded by some as a prophet and legend, D.H. Lawrence was, above all, a deeply serious artist who drew on psycho-analysis, theosophy, history and archaeology to define the impoverishment of modern civilization. The search for a full, intense life, lived in harmony with deep, instinctive energies, dominates his novels, poems and critical works.

His symbolic subtlety in exposing the forces which deny life, and his insistence on the central importance of sex, revolutionized the twentieth-century novel.

LADY CHATTERLEY’S LOVER is one of his most daring and deliberate creations, and his most explicit declaration of faith.

355 pages

John Irving, A PRAYER FOR OWEN MEANY

Keywords: USA, predestination, fate, faith, childhood, friendship,  1989

Owen Meany, the only child of a New Hampshire granite quarries, believes he is God’s instrument; he is.

“Its two main characters, and almost all the rest, are appealing, as are its themes - the persistence of friendship through adversity, the combat of conscience with mediocrity, and the search for the father and oneself....Irving skillfully intertwines the two quests- for truth and evil - in a plausible and suspenseful way.” (New York Magazine)

This is John Irving’s most comic novel; yet Owen Meany is Mr. Irving’s most heartbreaking character.

“Roomy, intelligent, exhilarating and darkly comic... Dickensian in scope... Quite stunning and very ambitious.” (Los Angeles Times Book Review)

“A lavish meditation on predestination, faith and the unrealized forces that shape one’s days.” (San Francisco Chronicle)

616 pages

Philip Roth, PORTNOY’S COMPLAINT

Keywords: USA, Jewish experience, growing up, sexual fantasies, 1969

“Roth has revolutionized the novel - he has brought us smack into the American lingo by showing us the secret disturbances of the male and female for whom fantasy and erotica are symptoms of discontent... He has created a masterpiece of hallucination and social concern, and written an autobiography of America.” (Village Voice)

“The book is hilarious, vicious, explicit. The ultimate in true confessions, the ultimate in wailing the woes of the Jewish family, the ultimate in exploiting the possibilities of pop porno, the ultimate in stream of consciousness...” (New York Magazine)

“Pure gold. The kind of book you want to shove on friends, read aloud to those within hearing range, so they can be knocked off their chairs by the same paragraphs that left you devastated with hysterical laughter and deadly truth.” (Cleveland Press)

Portnoy’s Complaint n. (after Alexander Portnoy 1933 -) A disorder in which strongly-felt ethical and altruistic impulses are perpetually warring with extreme sexual longings, often of a perverse nature. Spielvogel says: ‘Acts of exhibitionism, voyeurism, fetishism, auto-eroticism and oral coitus are plentiful; as a consequence of the patient’s “morality”, however, neither fantasy nor act issues in genuine sexual gratification, but rather in overriding feelings of shame and the dread of retribution, particularly in the form of castration.’ (Spielvogel, O. “The Puzzled Penis,” Internationale Zeitschrift für Psychoanalyse, Vol. XXIV p. 909)  It is believed by Spielvogel that many of the symptoms can be traced to the bonds obtaining in the mother-child relationship.

Bernard Mac Laverty, CAL

Keywords: UK, Northern Ireland, political novel, love story, 1983

For Cal, some of the choices are devastatingly simple...

He can work in the abattoir that nauseates him or join the dole queue; he can brood on his pat of plan a future with Marcella.

Springing out of the fear and violence of Ulster, CAL is a haunting love story in a land where tenderness and innocence can only flicker briefly in the dark.

“A gripping political thriller and a formidable fictional triumph” (Observer)

“It performs the remarkable feat of compressing into its short span both a doomed love affair and an account of the impossibility of living, in the circumstances of that doomed province, without redemption and without punishment” (Evening Standard)

154 pages

Sue Townsend

THE GROWING PAINS OF ADRIAN MOLE

Keywords: UK, teenage experience,  comic, 1984

An enthralling sequel to the hilarious, touching and hugely popular THE SECRET DIARY OF ADRIAN MOLE AGED 13 3/4.

‘Life’s no fun for an adolescent intellectual. For the reader - as you’ll know anyway if you’ve read the first volume - it’s a hoot.’(New Statesman)


Sunday, May 9th: I have just realized that I have never seen a dead body or a 
real female nipple. This is what comes of living in a cul-de-sac.


Thursday, July 1st: Nigel has arranged for me to have a blind date with Sharon 
Botts. I am meeting her at the roller-skating rink on Saturday. I am dead 
nervous. I don’t know how to roller-skate, let alone make love...

203 pages

Ralph Ellison, INVISIBLE MAN

Keywords:    USA,    black experience,    1947

“I am an invisible man. No, I am not a spook like those who haunted Edgar Allan Poe; nor am I one of your Hollywood-movie ectoplasms. I am a man of substance, of flesh and bone, fiber and liquids - and I might even be said to possess a mind. I am invisible, understand, simply because people refuse to see me. ... When they approach me they see only my surroundings, themselves, or figments of their imagination-. indeed, everything and anything except me....” (p. 3)”

“  a stunning block-buster of a book that will... keep everybody reading right through to its explosive end.” (Langston Hughes)

“... a searing and exalted record of a Negro’s journey through contemporary America in search of success, companionship, and finally, himself.” (Irving Howe, The Nation)

566 pages

Richard Wright, BLACK BOY

Keywords: USA, black experience, autobiography, 1937

“The white South said that it knew ‘niggers’, and I was what the white South called ‘nigger’. Well, the white South had never known me - never known what I thought, what I felt.”

In this once sensational, now classic autobiography, Richard Wright tells us with unforgettable fury and eloquence exactly what he thought and felt as a “black boy” in the Jim Crow South. Wright grew up with poverty, hunger, fear, and hatred. He lied, stole, and lashed out at those around him; he killed and tortured animals; at six he was a drunkard, hanging about the taverns. Surly, brutal, cold, suspicious, and self-pitying, he was surrounded on the one side by whites who were either indifferent to him, or pitying, or cruel; and on the other by Negroes who resented anyone trying to rise above the common lot. Wright’s powerful account is at once an indictment, an unashamed confession, a poignant and disturbing record.

288 pages

Kurt Vonnegut, SLAUGHTERHOUSE FIVE

Keywords: USA, ,  fun, politics, society, science fiction, 1968

Take a trip with Billy Pilgrim:

-To the cellar of a slaughterhouse in Dresden, a city about to be destroyed by the greatest man-made catastrophe of all time.

- To happy marriage and mating with the sweet and willing daughter of one of the finest citizens of Ilium, New York.

- To a luxurious zoo on the planet Tralfamadore for the public exhibition of lovemaking with the famous Earthling blue-moviestar, Montana Wildhack.

All in an amazing novel that could only have been written by Kurt Vonnegut, Jr., a writer whose wildest flights take you straight to the here and now.

“Highly imaginative, nearly psychedelic... it is very tough and very funny; it is sad and delightful; it is very Vonnegut; and it works.” (The New Work Times)

214 pages

Sara Paretsky, BITTER MEDICINE

Keywords: USA,   crime,   detective,   1987

Consuelo is sixteen, heavily pregnant and married to Fabiano - an unemployed gangster. The last thing she needs is a negligent doctor.

When she is rushed into the Friendship private hospital, the staff are reluctant to treat her. Fortunately she has with her Vic Warshawski, family friend and ex-lawyer, to enforce her rights and ensure she receives medical treatment.

But Consuelo and her baby are the tragic victims of a system so corrupt that it pays Fabiano to keep quiet. Anyone who can discover anything about the unorthodox dealings of the Friendship is in danger. And Vic’s investigations are just about to begin.

“An exciting and thought-provoking thriller” (Daily Telegraph)

320 pages

Barbara Kingsolver, ANIMAL DREAMS

Keywords: USA, women’s lit, Arizona, 1990
“Animals dream about the things they do in the daytime, just like people do. If you want sweet dreams, you’ve got to live a sweet life.” So says Loyd Peregrina, a handsome Apache trainman and latter-day philosopher. But when Codi Noline returns to her hometown, Loyd’s advice is painfully out of her reach. Dreamless and at the end of her rope, Codi comes back to Grace, Arizona, to confront her past and face her ailing, distant father. What she finds is a town threatened by a silent environmental catastrophe, some startling clues to her won identity, and a man whose view of the world could change the course of her life. Blending flashbacks, dreams, and Native American legends, ANIMAL DREAMS is a suspenseful love story and a moving exploration of life’s largest commitments. With this work, the acclaimed author of THE BEAN TREES and HOMELAND AND OTHER STORIES sustains her familiar voice while giving readers her most remarkable book yet.

“Rich, complex, witty... This is a sweet book, full of bitter pain; a beautiful weaving of the light and the dark. This one will be with us for a long time.” (Washington Post Book World)

“An emotional masterpiece... A novel in which humor, passion, and superb prose conspire to seize a reader by the heart and by the soul.” (New York Daily News)

334 pages

Barbara Kingsolver, PIGS IN HEAVEN

Keywords: USA, Arizona, women, 1993

When six-year-old Turtle Greer witnesses a freak accident at the Hoover Dam, her insistence on what she has seen and her mother’s belief in her lead to a man’s dramatic rescue. But Turtle’s moment of celebrity draws her into a conflict of historic proportions. The crisis quickly envelops not only Turtle and her mother, Taylor, but everyone else who touches their lives in a complex web connecting their future with their past. A deeply felt novel of love despite the risks, of tearing apart and coming together, PIGS IN HEAVEN travels the roads from rural Kentucky and the urban Southwest to Heaven, Oklahoma, and the Cherokee Nation. As this spellbinding novel unfolds, it draws the reader into a world of heartbreak and redeeming love, testing the boundaries of family and the many separate truths about the ties that bind. With PIGS IN HEAVEN, Barbara Kingsolver has given us her wisest, most compelling work to date.

“There is no one quite like Barbara Kingsolver in contemporary literature. Her dialogue sparkles with sassy wit and the earthy poetry of ordinary folks’ talk; her descriptions have a magical lyricism rooted in daily life but also on familiar terms with the eternal.” (Washington Post Book World) )

343 pages

Ian Mc Ewan, THE CEMENT GARDEN

Keywords: UK,    deprivation, survival,  1987

“THE CEMENT GARDEN is in many ways a shocking book, morbid, full of repellent imagery - and irresistibly readable. ...” (N.Y. Review of Books)

“This short novel is just about perfect... this spare, rather gray prose has the wondrous power, characteristic of all first-rate writing, of being able to engender the sensory experience it describes... He has now demonstrated that he is a natural writer” (Paul Abelman, The Spectator)

126 pages

Michael Crichton, JURASSIC PARK

Keywords: USA, techno-thriller, genetic engineering, cloning, dinosaurs, chaos theory, 1990

An astonishing technique for recovering and cloning dinosaur DNA has been discovered. Now, one of mankind’s most thrilling fantasies has come true. Creatures extinct for eons now roam Jurassic Park with their awesome presence and profound mystery and all the world can visit them - for a price.

Until something goes wrong...

In JURASSIC PARK Michael Crichton taps all his mesmerizing talent and scientific brilliance to create his most electrifying techno-thriller yet.

399 pages

John Irving, THE WORLD ACCORDING TO GARP

Keywords: USA, 4 generations, sports, transsexuality, family, fun, 1976

Journey through four generations, across two continents with the astonishing family of T.S. Garp - the famous bastard son of a belligerent mother-. who loves, lusts, labors, and triumphs in a world of assassins, wrestlers, rapists, feminist fanatics, transsexual football players, tantalizing teen-age baby-sitters, adoring children, and a wayward wife.

His life is comic, tragic, violent, tender. His world is totally outrageous. And as real as your own.

“A wonderful Novel... funny and horrifying and heartbreaking... I didn’t want to stop. So I read it again.” (The Washington Post)

“Funny and serious, absurd and realistic, fast-moving and thoughtful. ... Buy two copies; you’ll wear out the first with rereading.” (Pittsburgh Press)

609 pages

Paul Auster, THE NEW YORK TRILOGY

City of Glass

Ghosts

The Locked Room

Keywords: USA, metaphysical thrillers, New York, 1985
Three short thrillers all playing in New York. 

Auster’s strength is that he simply rubs stories together like pebbles. They clatter, spark and echo, but yield nothing so easy to extract as “meaning”... Paul Auster is on its way to becoming a considerable name. (Independent)

“Seductive metaphysical thrillers... As stylish, urgent, and unnerving as the best in the detective genre.” (Literary Review)

314 pages (you might just read one of the three)

Paul Auster, MOON PALACE

Keywords: USA (from New York to the West), 3 generations, fantasy, inner monologue, 1989
MOON PALACE is the story of Marco Stanley Fogg - a novel that spans three generations, from the early years of this century to the first lunar landings; and that moves from the canyons of Manhattan to the cruelly beautiful landscape of the American West.

A remarkable novel. (London Evening Standard)

Barbara Kingsolver, HIGH TIDE IN TUCSON

Keywords: USA, collection of essays about family, community, and the natural world.

women, 1995

In these 25 essays, Barbara Kingsolver returns once again to her favored literary terrain to explore the themes of family, community, and the natural world. With the eyes of the scientist (she’s a trained biologist) and the vision of a poet, Barbara Kingsolver writes about notions as diverse as modern motherhood, the history of private property....

Kingsolver’s canny pursuit of meaning from an inscrutable world compels us to find instructions for life in surprising places: a museum of atomic bomb relics, a West African voodoo love charm, a battle with a two-year old....

Defiant, funny, courageously honest... there’s noone quite like Barbara Kingsolver in contemporary literature. (Washington Post Book Review)

270 pages

Joseph Heller, CATCH 22

Keywords: USA, Italy, World War II, comic novel, 1955

CATCH 22 is set in the closing months of World War II, in an American bomber squadron on a small island off Italy. Its hero is a bombardier named Yossarian, who is frantic and furious because thousands of people he hasn’t even met keep trying to kill him. (He has decided to live forever even if he has to die in the attempt.)

His problem is Colonel Cathcart, who keeps raising the number of missions the men have to fly. The others range from Lieutenant Milo Minderbinder, a dedicated entrepreneur (he bombs his own airfield when the Germans make him a reasonable offer: cost plus 6%), to the dead man in Yossarian’s tent; from Major Major Major, whose tragedy is that he resembles Henry Fonda, to Nately’s whore’s kid sister; from Dori Duz, who does, to the wounded gunner Snowden, who lies dying in the tail of Yossarian’s plane and at last reveals his terrifying secret.

CATCH 22 is a microcosm of the twentieth-century world as it might look to someone dangerously sane. It is, we believe, one of the strongest creations of the mid-century.

(from bookflap)

440 pages 

Sinclair Lewis, BABBITT

Keywords: USA, Critical of Materialism, irresponsibility, conformism, 1922

With his portrait of George F. Babbitt, the conniving, prosperous real-estate man from Zenith, Sinclair Lewis created one of the ugliest, but most convincing, figures in American fiction - the total conformist. Babbitt’s demons are power in his community and the self-esteem he can only receive from others. In his attempts to reconcile these aspirations, he is loyal to whoever serves his need of the moment: time and again he proves an opportunist in business practice and in domestic affairs. Outwardly he conforms with “zip and zowie,” is a “big Booster” before the public eye; inwardly he converges day by day upon the utter emptiness of his soul - too filled with rationalizations and sentimentality to sense his own corruption. Babbitt gives consummate expression to the glibness and irresponsibility of the hardened, professional social climber. (Mark Schorer)

326 pages

J. D. Salinger, THE CATCHER IN THE RYE

Keywords: USA, tale of American adolescent angst and disaffection, 1951

Salinger’s first novel is the archetypal tale of American adolescent angst and disaffection. The 16-year-old narrator, Holden Caulfield, has been flunked out of yet another expensive private school and is depressed by the prospect of returning to New York to confront his parents.... Holden’s reflections on life dwell on all that is ‘phony’, ‘corny’ and ‘old bull’: his brother D.B., a writer who is prostituting himself in Hollywood; ‘all those Ivy League bastards’ who sip cocktails and have pretentious conversations in loud voices; and above all, the movies. In his naive and desperate way he is searching for anything which is innocent and sincere.

The Catcher in the Rye is undoubtedly a 20th century classic. It struck a popular note, particularly with young readers, who strongly identified with Holden Caulfield and his yearning for lost innocence.

214 pages

Kurt Vonnegut,Jr, CAT’S CRADLE
Keywords: USA, humor, science fiction, satirical, fantasy, modern society, 1963

Cat’s Cradle deals with atomic scientists, ugly Americans, gorgeous sex queens, vengeful midgets, Caribbean dictators, undertakers, a new way of making love, ice-nine, Bokononism, the end of the world...

No-one but Kurt Vonnegut could have created this masterful mix of satire, fantasy and all-too-real realism. An ultimate commentary on modern man and his madness, Cat’s Cradle is one of the most brilliant and important novels of the decade.

191 pages

F. Scott Fitzgerald, THE GREAT GATSBY

Keywords: USA, Jazz Age, success, the American Dream, 1925

Fitzgeralds’s brief, poetic second novel is his greatest achievement.

The Great Gatsby captures all the romance and glitter of the Jazz Age in its portrayal of a young man and his tragic search for love and success. It is a rare combination: a literary masterpiece - and one of the most popular novels of our time.

In Gatsby, Fitzgerald saw both the possibilities and the flaws in the American dream: Gatsby could rise from obscurity to become a figure of legendary riches and social glamour, but this worldly success is no more than a veneer, beneath which is a void.
181 pages

OF MICE AND MEN

John Steinbeck

Keywords: USA, rural life, loneliness and love and need, homelessness and rootlessness, fate, 1937
Traveling across America in search of who you are - now they do it on cycles, in cars, by bus or in the time-honored tradition of foot and thumb. The wanderers of today may wear their hair long and speak a different jargon, but their trip is one that men (and women) have taken for as long as this country has been pushing at its frontiers.

John Steinbeck  writes of such a trip in Of Mice and Men: the desperate longing of men for some kind of home - roots that they can believe in, land that they can care for - and the painful search for self. This beautiful, timeless novel speaks of the love that men can feel for each other - one inarticulate, dumb, sometimes violent in his need: the other clever, hopeful, and tied to a responsibility he thinks he doesn’t want.

A gripping tale that you will not set down until it is finished.

118 pages

THE BELL JAR

Sylvia Plath

Keywords: USA, young woman, mental breakdown, suicide, 1963

A vulnerable young girl wins a dream assignment on a big-time New York fashion magazine and finds herself plunged into a nightmare. An autobiographical account of Sylvia Plath’s own mental breakdown and suicide attempt, The Bell Jar is more than a confessional novel, it is a comic but painful statement of what happens to a woman’s aspirations in a society that refuses to take them seriously ... a society that expects electroshock to cure the despair of a sensitive, questioning young artist whose search for identity becomes a terrifying descent toward madness.

“Sylvia Plath’s only novel is a deceptively modest, uncommonly fine piece of work... A sharp and memorable poignancy. With her classical restraint and purity of form, Sylvia Plath is always refusing to break your heart, though in the end, she breaks it anyway.” (Lucy Rosenthal, Saturday Review)

216 pages

PLAY IT AS IT LAYS

Joan Didion

Keywords: USA, young woman, Hollywood, abortion, divorce, hopeless future, 1970

New York, Hollywood, Nevada.

Some good times, even great times. And the other times. When she couldn’t sleep alone, stayed up late, loved her little girl until it hurt and loved her husband until she couldn’t anymore. This time she’s doing things her way. Remembering what it was like when she held all the aces. Stunned by how little she understood the game.

“A painful and exact novel about a young Hollywood actress and model whose balance is upset by a traumatic abortion, and impending divorce from her filmmaker husband and the hopeless future of her retarded daughter. Here, between covers, in fiction, Didion is at her best - her honesty, intelligence, and skill are wonders to behold.” (Newsweek)

212 pages

THE WAR BETWEEN THE TATES

Alison Lurie

Keywords: USA, hazards of marriage, humor, ‘family novel’, 1975

“Alison Lurie seems to understand everything there is to know about the hazards of married life...” (Philadelphia Bulletin)

“She shoots with deadly psychological accuracy ... She has wounded all of us. And yet, despite the wounds, we keep right on smiling.” (New York Times)

“A brilliant, valuable novel. About marriage and infidelity she has an original, off-hand accuracy that is completely beguiling.” (Elizabeth Hardwick)

“One of the fine-hewn treasures of this year’s fiction ... one of those rare novels told primarily from a woman’s point of view by a woman. Miss Lurie handles prose beautifully, a skilled craftsman making words work for her exactingly but never obtrusively... we just don’t want the book to end.” (Baltimore Sun)

350 pages

SISTER CARRIE

Theodore Dreiser

Keywords: USA, Chicago, industrial age, realistic , pessimistic, ‘rags-to-riches’ story, young woman rises towards stardom, open description of sex (shocking at the time), 1900
Sister Carrie, Dreiser’s first novel, was published on the urgent recommendation of Frank Norris, then a publisher’s reader. It was quickly withdrawn, under heavy attack (for shocking descriptions of sex) and Dreiser began his lifelong fight against censorship and for the right of the serious novelist to present life as he sees it.

Dreiser’s  novel is set in America in the 1890s, a dubious golden age of industrial expansion. He knew this world of factories and sweat-shops and he saw very clearly the ways in which it raised and dashed the expectations of its inhabitants. With characteristic pessimism Dreiser saw life as dictated by malignant twists of chance, and the individual powerless in the grip of forces much greater than himself. ‘A leaf in a storm’ is a metaphor reiterated again and again when Dreiser describes man’s relations with this world.

Sister Carrie is the archetypical ‘rags-to-riches’ story of a young woman in search of success.

399 pages

DOWNTOWN

Anne Rivers Siddons

Keywords: USA, Atlanta, young woman searching for herself in a rapidly changing world, changing values, urban experience, 1994

The year was 1966. And for Atlanta, the county, and one woman making her way in a changing world, nothing would ever be the same.

Set on the cusp of the country’s great social movements, in the year before love turned to anger and peace to militancy, Downtown is the story of Smoky O’Donnell, her career, and her heart.

When Smoky arrives in Atlanta in 1966, after an airless, boring lifetime back in Savannah, she is at once thrilled and chastened by this dazzling, hectic young city on the move. Her new job as a writer with Atlanta’s Downtown magazine introduces her to many unforgettable people, including three young men who will change her life in ways she never thought possible.

Smoky’s choices, and her ultimate decisions, create a tender, joyous, and powerful story of the end of innocence - both Smoky’s and America’s - at a time when traditional values are in question and the air is full of possibility.  (New York Daily News)
500 pages

Mr. VERTIGO

PaulAuster

Keywords: USA,  The American Dream, learning to fly, rise to fame and fortune, friendship,  teacher-student relationship, 1920s,  published in 1994

Paul Auster's dazzling novel is the story of Walter Claireborne Rawley, renowned nationwide as "Walt the Wonder Boy." It is the late 1920s, the era of Charles Lindbergh, and Al Capone, and Walt is a Saint Louis orphan rescued from the streets by the mysterious Hungarian Master Yehudi, who teaches Walt to walk on air. The vaudeville act that results from Walt's marvelous new ability takes them across a vast and vibrant country, where they meet and fall prey to sinners, thieves, and villains, from the Kansas Ku Klux Klan to the Chicago mob…

Mr. Vertigo celebrates this age of the American dream, of ambition, trial and triumph.

293 pages

THE MUSIC OF CHANCE

Paul Auster

Keywords: USA, chance and fate, true friendship and loyalty, gambling, quest for freedom,  imprisonment,  travelling across the US,  obsession, 1990

In a Pennsylvania meadow, a young fireman and an angry gambler are forced to build a wall of fifteenth-century stone. For Jim Nashe, it all started when he came into a small inheritance and left Boston in pursuit of a "life of freedom." Careening back and forth across the United States, waiting for the money to run out,  Nashe meets Jack Pozzi, a young gambler. With Nashe's last funds, they entered a poker game against two rich eccentrics, risking everything they had…. and are stuck together. 

creative, thrilling, fast paced,  a thriller with a conscience!

