How to Write a Critique of a Novel

                      When a book raises your spirit,

        and inspires you with noble and courageous feelings, 

              seek for no other rule to judge the work by; 

          it is good, and made by a good workman. - Bruyere

                              Introductory Statement

 Did you enjoy reading this novel?

 Briefly explain why reading this book was, or was not, a positive experience for you.

                                Body of the Critique

Topics to consider in your critique . . .

(You should pick two of the following four questions and develop each of these selected

topics into a full, rich paragraph.)

 #1.Characters - Were they interesting and believable? Did you have a favorite? Why

was this character special to you? Did the author do a good job of creating the

characters in this novel?

 #2. Was the author able to hold your interest throughout the entire novel? How did he

or she manage to do this?

 #3. Which were your favorite scenes in this novel? Explain why you enjoyed them.

 #4. What changes, if any, would you have made in this novel?

                                    Conclusion

In you concluding paragraph, discuss any of the following topics:

 What did you learn from reading this novel?Did you gain anything from the

experience of reading this book?

 Is this a book you would recommend to your friends?Why or why not?

 Is this a novel I should continue to use with students in the future?

 Do you have any suggestions or ideas for me with respect to reading this novel with

future students? (possible projects, writing topics, quizzes, in class activities, etc...) 

* * * Remember this is a multi-paragraph essay. You should begin a new paragraph

each time you change from one topic to another. 

* * * Don't settle for less than your best! >

One final thought . . . 

                   Be as careful of the books you read

                        as of the company you keep,

                 for your habits and character will be as

              much influenced by the former as the latter. 

                                 -Paxton Hood
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A Critique of Good Night. Mr.Tom 

by Libby B. (11/98)

The novel Good Night Mr.Tom is one of the most enjoyable books ever. It held my

interest and touched my heart in a way no other book could. Between the laughter and

tears, Michelle Magorian catches your attention and makes you want to keep reading. 

in the novel, the characters were so believable that you felt you could understand and

relate to them. That is one of the reasons why I liked the story so much. One of my

favorite characters was Tom. Though he disguised it after the loss of his wife and son,

Tom was a kind-hearted man with gracious soul. After he took little Will Beach in,

Tom's attitude towards life changed. He became involved in the village and

volunteered. Tom helped Will with his reading and writing, allowing him to get a step

ahead in life. I also enjoyed the character of Zach. He was a lively person with a very

positive attitude. He was a kind soul who was a great friend to Will. Will learned much

from Zach and benefited from his presence.

The novel Good Night, Mr.Tom was most definitely not a boring book. The author,

Michelle Magorian, was able to hold the interest of the reader throughout the whole story.

The description of scenes was so well done, you could picture each of them in your head.

There were many emotional moments that were described. One of my most favorite scenes

was when Will was in the church. He sat silently pondering and daydreaming while

drawing the pulpit. This scene was so well described, you felt you were almost sitting there

with Will. 

After reading this novel, I learned many things. I also felt I could relate to one situation in

particular. This certain situation was when a character had a person close to him die. I

learned you have to move on and know that his or her spirit still lives within you. I feel that

this book should be continued to be read in the future because it is such an amazing novel. 
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