Highlights of American Literature 

recommended by E. Pölzleitner, 1998

Literature of the Colonies and the Revolution (17th and 18th century)

William Bradford (1590 - 1657): 
“Of Plymouth Plantation”

Benjamin Franklin (1706 - 1790): 
The Autobiography
Thomas Jefferson (1743 - 1824):
The Declaration of Independence
Edward Taylor (1645? - 1729): 
“Meditation One”, “Huswifery”

Romantic Rediscovery: Nature, Man, Society (19th century)
James Fenimore Cooper (1789 - 1851):
The Leather-Stocking Tale 


The Pioneer,
Nathaniel Hawthorne (1804 - 1864): 
The Scarlet Letter
Edgar Allan Poe (1809 - 1849):
“The Raven” 


“The Fall of the House of Usher”

Herman Melville (1819 - 1891):
Moby Dick
Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803 - 1822):
“Self-Reliance”

American Humor, Comic Realism
Mark Twain (Samuel Langhorne Clemens) (1835 - 1910)


The Adventures of Tom Sawyer 


The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn

“Story of the Bad Little Boy”


“How to Tell a Story”

Pioneers of a New Poetry (19th century)
Walt Whitman (1819 - 1892) 
“Song of Myself”


“For You O Democracy”


...

Emily Dickinson (1830 - 1886):
“There’s a certain Slant of light”


“Because I could not stop for Death”


“I heard a Fly buzz - when I died”


...

Turn of the Century (19th - 20th)

Realism and Naturalism at the turn of the century:

Stephen Crane (1871 - 1900):
The Red Badge of Courage

Maggie, a Girl of the Streets

“The Open Boat”

Edith Wharton (1862 - 1937):
The Age of Innocence (1920)

Theodore Dreiser (1871 - 1945):
Sister Carrie (1890)

Sinclair Lewis (1885 - 1951):
Babbit (1922)
The Twentieth Century
The Lost Generation:

F. Scott Fitzgerald (1864 - 1940):
The Great Gatsby (1925)

John Dos Passos (1896 - 1970):
USA (a trilogy consisting of: The 42nd Parallel, 
Nineteen-Nineteen, The Big Money) (1925 -30)

Ernest Hemingway (1899 - 1961):
The Old Man and the Sea (1952)


A Farewell to Arms (1929)


Fiesta (The Sun Also Rises) (1926)

Modern American Fiction (1930 - 1970)

William Faulkner (1897 - 1962):
Light in August (1932)


John Steinbeck (1902 - 1968):
Of Mice and Men (1937)

Norman Mailer (1923 - )
The Naked and the Dead (1948)

Richard Wright (1908 - 1960):
Black Boy (1945)


Uncle Tom’s Children (1936)

Ralph Ellison (1914 - 1994)
Invisible Man (1947)

Carson McCullers  (1917 – 1967)
The Ballad of the Sad Café (1943)


The Heart Is a Lonely Hunter (1943)

J.D. Salinger (1919-)
The Catcher in the Rye (1951)

Joseph Heller (1923 - )
Catch 22 (1955)

Saul Bellow (1915 - )
The Adventures of Augie March (1953)

Jack Kerouac (1922 - 1969)
On the Road (1958)

Harper Lee (1926 - )
To Kill a Mockingbird (1960)

Allan Sillitoe (1928 - )

"The Loneliness of the Long-Distance Runner" 

Ken Kesey (1935 -)
One Flew Over the Cucoo’s Nest (1962)

Sylvia Plath (1932 -1963)
The Bell Jar (1963)

Kurt Vonnegut (1922 - )
Slaughterhouse Five (1968)

Philip Roth (1933 -)
Portnoy’s Complaint (1969)

Jerzy Kosinsky (1933 -1991)
Being There (1970)

Joan Didion (1934 -)
Play it as it Lays (1970)

E.L. Doctorow (1931 -)
The Book of Daniel (1971)

Erica Jong (1942 - )
Fear of Flying (1973)

Alison Lurie (1926 - )
The War Between the Tates (1974)

Contemporary American Fiction  (Since 1970)

John Irving (1942 -)
The World According toGarp (1976)


A Prayer for Owen Meany (1989)

Alice Walker (1944 -)
The Color Purple (1982)

Paul Auster (1947 - )
The NewYork Trilogy (1985)


Moon Palace (1989)


The Music of Chance (1990)


Mr. Vertigo  (1994)

John Grisham (
The Client (1993)


The Rainmaker (1995)

Michael Crichton
Disclosure (1994)


Jurassic Park (1990)

Barbara Kingsolver
Animal Dreams (1990)


Pigs in Heaven (1993)


High Tide in Tucson (1995)

Anne Rivers Siddons
Hill Towns (1993)


Downtown (1994)

Annie Proulx (1935 - )
The Shipping News (1993)

Twentieth Century Poetry
Poetry: Verse Naturalism

Robert Frost (1874 - 1963)
“Birches”, “Blueberries”...

Carl Sandburg (1878 - 1967)
“A Fence”, “Washerwoman”, “Monotone”...
Poetry: New Directions and Literary Experimentation

Ezra Pound (1885 - 1972):


William Carlos Williams (1883 - 1963)”This Is Just to Say”, “Raleigh Was Right”, 


“The Great Figure”, “Spring andAll”...

E.E. Cummings (1894 - 1963)
“In Just-”, “I Thank you God”...
T. S. Eliot (1888 - 1965):
“Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock”

Black Poetry, Social Thought

Langston Hughes (1902 - 1967):
“Theme for English B”


“Harlem”...
Recent and Contemporary Poetry:

Sylvia Plath (1932 - 1963):
“The Rival”...

Allen Ginsberg (1926 - ):
“A Supermarket in California” ...
Anne Sexton (1928 - 1974):
“The Farmer’sWife”

American Drama in the Twentieth Century

American Drama in Transition: to 1930:
Eugene O’Neill (1888 - 1953):
The Emperor Jones (1920)


The Hairy Ape (1920)


Long Day’s Journey into Night (1956)

American Drama: Mid-Century:

Arthur Miller (1915 - )
All My Sons


Death of a Salesman


View from a Bridge

Tennessee Williams (1911 - )
The Glass Menagerie


Cat on a Hot Tin Roof


A Streetcar Named Desire

Edward Albee (1928 - ):
The Zoo Story


Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf?


The American Dream

