The Great Gatsby

by

F. Scott Fitzgerald


Task 1

Reading diary and readers´ conference 
When reading The Great Gatsby keep the main themes of the story in mind: The American Dream and the Hollowness of the Upper Class. Underline or mark any passage that illustrates the decline of the American Dream or the values of the Upper Class. When writing your reading diary focus your reflections on these issues and note the typical behaviour of the different characters. 

Task 2 
The characters “Who´s who?” 

[image: image1.jpg]dating

Nick Carroway
(the story’s narrator)

Jordan Baker
(professional golfer of
questionable ntegriy)

Meyer Wolfshiem
{Gatsby's business
associata and ko

organized crime)

Jay Gatsby
(newly wealthy
businessman whose one
desitostoborountd
‘with Daisy Buchannan)

business associates

Daisy Buchannan
{the object of Gatsby's desire
\who rpresents viomon o

anelite social class)

Tom Buchannan
Daisy's hulking brute of
ahusbandwhois
boisterous and outspoken,
and has old money)

George Wilson
(Myrtle’s unassuming
husband who runs a

qerago an gas st

is blamed for her death

having affair

Myrtle Wikson
(marid loverof Tom
Buchannan who serves
asarepresertatv of
the lower class)

accidentally kils





(http://www.cliffsnotes.com/WileyCDA/LitNote/The-Great-Gatsby-About-the-Novel-Character-Map.id-119,pageNum-8.html, 12.06.08)
Task 3
In this book you will come across quite a few different characters. Look at the list below and attribute the adjectives from the box to the characters as they are represented in the book. As you go along add additional information about the characters. What roles do they play in the Great Gatsby? 
Young, fabulously wealthy, lifeless, cynical, immensely wealthy, desperate, partly sexist, hot-tempered, self-centred, beautiful socialite, consumed with grief, good natured, fortunate, optimistic, deeply flawed, sardonic, immoral, dishonest, vulgar, exhausted, powerfully built, great, vital, hypocritical bully, honest, truth-bending, cynical, arrogant, harbours a deep need to be loved, partly racist, tolerant, trustworthy, famous,  friendly, superficial, boyish,

	Character
	Characteristic  
	Evidence (page references)

	Nick Carroway
	
	

	Jay Gatsby
	
	

	Daisy Buchannan
	
	

	Tom Buchannan
	
	

	George Wilson
	
	

	Myrtle Wilson
	
	

	Jordon Baker
	
	


Teacher´s notes: 

	Character
	Characteristic  
	Evidence (page references)

	Nick Carroway
	Good natured, honest, tolerant, trustworthy, friendly, young, 
	

	Jay Gatsby
	Fabulously wealthy, famous, fortunate, optimistic, deeply flawed, dishonest, vulgar, great, 
	

	Daisy Buchannan
	Cynical, superficial, sardonic, beautiful socialite, harbours a deep need to be loved, 
	

	Tom Buchannan
	Immensely wealthy, powerfully built, arrogant, hypocritical bully, partly racist, partly sexist, immoral, hot-tempered
	

	George Wilson
	Lifeless, consumed with grief, exhausted, 
	

	Myrtle Wilson
	Vital, desperate,
	

	Jordon Baker
	Truth-bending, cynical, boyish, self-centred, 
	


Nick Carraway -  The novel’s narrator, Nick is a young man from Minnesota who, after being educated at Yale and fighting in World War I, goes to New York City to learn the bond business. Honest, tolerant, and inclined to reserve judgment (=good natured), Nick often serves as a confidant (=trustworthy) for those with troubling secrets. After moving to West Egg, a fictional area of Long Island that is home to the newly rich, Nick quickly befriends (=friendly) his next-door neighbor, the mysterious Jay Gatsby. As Daisy Buchanan’s cousin, he facilitates the rekindling of the romance between her and Gatsby. The Great Gatsby is told entirely through Nick’s eyes; his thoughts and perceptions shape and color the story. 

Jay Gatsby -  The title character and protagonist of the novel, Gatsby is a fabulously wealthy young man living in a Gothic mansion in West Egg. He is famous for the lavish parties he throws every Saturday night, but no one knows where he comes from, what he does, or how he made his fortunate. As the novel progresses, Nick learns that Gatsby was born James Gatz on a farm in North Dakota; working for a millionaire made him dedicate his life to the achievement of wealth. When he met Daisy while training to be an officer in Louisville, he fell in love with her. Nick also learns that Gatsby made his fortune through criminal activity, as he was willing to do anything to gain the social position he thought necessary to win Daisy. Nick views Gatsby as a deeply flawed man, dishonest and vulgar, whose extraordinary optimistic and power to transform his dreams into reality make him “great” nonetheless. 

Daisy Buchanan -  Nick’s cousin, and the woman Gatsby loves. As a young woman in Louisville before the war, Daisy was courted by a number of officers, including Gatsby. She fell in love with Gatsby and promised to wait for him. However, Daisy harbors a deep need to be loved, and when a wealthy, powerful young man named Tom Buchanan asked her to marry him, Daisy decided not to wait for Gatsby after all. Now a beautiful socialite, Daisy lives with Tom across from Gatsby in the fashionable East Egg district of Long Island. She is sardonic and somewhat cynical, and behaves superficially to mask her pain at her husband’s constant infidelity. 

Tom Buchanan -  Daisy’s immensely wealthy husband, once a member of Nick’s social club at Yale. Powerfully built and hailing from a socially solid old family, Tom is an arrogant, hypocritical bully. His social attitudes are laced with racism and sexism, and he never even considers trying to live up to the moral standard he demands from those around him. He has no moral qualms about his own extramarital affair with Myrtle, but when he begins to suspect Daisy and Gatsby of having an affair, he becomes outraged (=hot-tempered) and forces a confrontation.

Jordan Baker -  Daisy’s friend, a woman with whom Nick becomes romantically involved during the course of the novel. A competitive golfer, Jordan represents one of the “new women” of the 1920s—cynical, boyish, and self-centered. Jordan is beautiful, but also dishonest: she cheated in order to win her first golf tournament and continually bends the truth.

Myrtle Wilson -  Tom’s lover, whose lifeless husband George owns a run-down garage in the valley of ashes. Myrtle herself possesses a fierce vitality (= vital) and desperately looks for a way to improve her situation. Unfortunately for her, she chooses Tom, who treats her as a mere object of his desire.

George Wilson -  Myrtle’s husband, the lifeless, exhausted owner of a run-down auto shop at the edge of the valley of ashes. George loves and idealizes Myrtle, and is devastated by her affair with Tom. George is consumed with grief when Myrtle is killed. George is comparable to Gatsby in that both are dreamers and both are ruined by their unrequited love for women who love Tom.
(http://www.sparknotes.com/lit/gatsby/characters.html, 12.06.08)

Task 4 
Dearest Daisy
Choose one of the following exercises and do it: 
(150 words min.)

· Compose a letter that Gatsby might have sent to Daisy while he was fighting in World War I, or 

· write a letter that Daisy might have written to Gatsby after her wedding to Tom, or

Cause of Death 

…imagine the following.:

· You are with CSI NYC. Examine the evidence surrounding the deaths of some of the characters in the book. Write up a coroner’s inquest regarding the deaths of the following characters:

· Myrtle Wilson

· Gatsby
· George Wilson
Task 5 
Summary

Read various summaries of the book in the Internet or elsewhere. Pick the one which you liked best, print it and glue it into your diary with an explanation why it’s the best one.  When you print and glue the summary, take care to leave some space at the margin of your reading diary because…

…the summary you picked can probably be divided into different parts showing a clear, logical build-up (at least if it is a good summary). With the help of the given summary writing sheet, mark the parts in the margin and find a heading for each part. 

Task 6

The Map (possible group work)
Create a map of the setting used in Fitzgerald's The Great Gatsby based on the descriptions given in the novel.  
Areas Required on Map: a. East Egg (pgs. 4 - 5) b. Buchanan's house (pgs. 6 - 7) c. West Egg (pgs. 4 - 5) d. Gatsby's house (pg. 5) e. Nick's house (pg. 5) f. Long Island Sound (pg. 5) g. Valley of Ashes (pg. 23) h. T.J. Eckleberg billboard (pg. 23) i. Railroad tracks and motor road (pg. 23) j. Wilson's garage/house (pgs. 24 -25) k. New York (pg. 4, 23) l. Jordan's aunt's apartment (pg. 19) m. Tom and Myrtle's apartment (pgs. 28 -29)
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Process: 
1. Get together with your book-group.
2. Sketch out a rough draft of map on notebook paper. Remember your map must be based upon descriptions from novel. 
3. Get your rough draft approved and buy a sheet of poster board. 
4. Your map should be drawn on the poster board.  Use any art supplies/ materials that you have at home.  Be sure that your map is a clear and accurate depiction of the novel, appropriate for hanging up in the classroom.
5. Be sure to label all areas clearly! (A legend might help to identify smaller locations)
6. All members: Don´t forget to sign your name in one corner on the front of the map 
7.  Be prepared to present your map to the class, discussing the imagery present throughout the novel.
http://gbn.glenbrook.k12.il.us/academics/english/TheGreatGatsby.html

Teacher´s note to task 5: 
Possible answer

Significance and Use of Setting 
[image: image153.jpg]



F. Scott Fitzgerald chose New York as the setting for The Great Gatsby because it was considered the cultural center of the United States during the 1920s. East Egg and West Egg are the peninsulas of Long Island and where the main characters live. In real life the peninsulas are not referred to by these names, but Fitzgerald saw them as egg shaped. East Egg is the place where the "old money" lives. The East Eggers are the aristocrats and have lived with their money for generations. An important aspect of their lives is their contempt for so called "new money" and their feelings that these neophytes could eventually cause the downfall of the aristocratic society.
The West Eggers are the "new money" that the East Eggers resent. They are all lower and middle class people who have found themselves with outrageous amounts of money, and as a result spend it in an outrageous manner. Daisy has never gone to one of Gatsby's parties because she hates being around West Eggers. Fitzgerald chose this clear separation between old and new to mirror East and West. The people of the East considered the Western United States the barbaric frontier. The country was just beginning to grow in the West and as a result it was viewed as young and immature. The West Eggers are the new money and are viewed just as the frontier is, young and immature. 
Another interesting fact is that all of the main characters are not native to New England. Gatsby grew up in North Dakota. Most of the rest grew up in Louisville, Kentucky. The characters could all be considered westerners, or outsiders. Fitzgerald used this as another East-West comparison. The Westerners moving east are trying to make new lives for themselves and leave the immature West behind. 
A very important place in the novel is the "Valley of Ashes." This desolate wasteland is located on the way to New York from East or West Egg. It is the location of George Wilson's garage and is also the site of Myrtle's demise. The billboard of Dr. T. J. Eckleburg, a symbolic reference to God, is also located in the valley of ashes. The valley represents modern society and the destruction that it causes. The ashes are a byproduct of the trains and represent a poisoning of the American landscape. The valley is essentially a dumping ground for modern, industrial, toxic waste. 
Task 7

Symbols


In the following excerpts, you will encounter three distinctive symbols. While reading it, underline any passage which you believe to be of importance. 

Give a brief explanation of the function of the symbols, what they represent and add your personal comment to each symbol. Do you think the symbols are well-chosen or do they overdo the secret messaging? 

1) Chapter I

But I didn't call to him, for he gave a sudden intimation that he was content to be alone - he stretched out his arms toward the dark water in a curious way, and, far as I was from him, I could have sworn he was trembling. Involuntarily I glanced seaward - and distinguished nothing except a single green light, minute and far away, that might have been the end of a dock. When I looked once more for Gatsby he had vanished, and I was alone again in the unquiet darkness. 
Chapter II

ABOUT half way between West Egg and New York the motor road hastily joins the railroad and runs beside it for a quarter of a mile, so as to shrink away from a certain desolate area of land. This is a valley of ashes - a fantastic farm where ashes grow like wheat into ridges and hills and grotesque gardens; where ashes take the forms of houses and chimneys and rising smoke and, finally, with a transcendent effort, of men who move dimly and already crumbling through the powdery air. Occasionally a line of gray cars crawls along an invisible track, gives out a ghastly creak, and comes to rest, and immediately the ash-gray men swarm up with leaden spades and stir up an impenetrable cloud, which screens their obscure operations from your sight.
But above the gray land and the spasms of bleak dust which drift endlessly over it, you perceive, after a moment, the eyes of Doctor T. J. Eckleburg. 
The eyes of Doctor T. J. Eckleburg are blue and gigantic - their irises are one yard high. They look out of no face, but, instead, from a pair of enormous yellow spectacles which pass over a nonexistent nose. Evidently some wild wag of an oculist set them there to fatten his practice in the borough of Queens, and then sank down himself into eternal blindness, or forgot them and moved away. But his eyes, dimmed a little by many paintless days, under sun and rain, brood on over the solemn dumping ground. 
The valley of ashes is bounded on one side by a small foul river, and, when the drawbridge is up to let barges through, the passengers on waiting trains can stare at the dismal scene for as long as half an hour. There is always a halt there of at least a minute, and it was because of this that I first met Tom Buchanan's mistress.

2) Chapter V
"If it wasn't for the mist we could see your home across the bay,." said Gatsby. 
"You always have a green light that burns all night at the end of your dock.." Daisy put her arm through his abruptly, but he seemed absorbed in what he had just said. Possibly it had occurred to him that the colossal significance of that light had now vanished forever. Compared to the great distance that had separated him from Daisy it had seemed very near to her, almost touching her. It had seemed as close as a star to the moon. Now it was again a green light on a dock. 
His count of enchanted objects had diminished by one. 

3) Chapter IX

And as I sat there brooding on the old, unknown world, I thought of Gatsby's wonder when he first picked out the green light at the end of Daisy's dock. 

He had come a long way to this blue lawn, and his dream must have seemed so close that he could hardly fail to grasp it. He did not know that it was already behind him, somewhere back in that vast obscurity beyond the city, where the dark fields of the republic rolled on under the night. 

Gatsby believed in the green light, the orgastic future that year by year recedes before us. It eluded us then, but that's no matter - to-morrow we will run faster, stretch out our arms farther. . . . and one fine morning - So we beat on, boats against the current, borne back ceaselessly into the past.

Task 8 
The American Dream

How does Gatsby represent the American dream? What does the novel have to say about the condition of the American dream in the 1920s? In what ways do the themes of dreams, wealth, and time relate to each other in the novel’s exploration of the idea of America?

Teacher´s notes to Task 7 &  8 (needs to be read critically):

Themes

Themes are the fundamental and often universal ideas explored in a literary work.
The Decline of the American Dream in the 1920s

On the surface, The Great Gatsby is a story of the thwarted love between a man and a woman. The main theme of the novel, however, encompasses a much larger, less romantic scope. Though all of its action takes place over a mere few months during the summer of 1922 and is set in a circumscribed geographical area in the vicinity of Long Island, New York, The Great Gatsby is a highly symbolic meditation on 1920s America as a whole, in particular the disintegration of the American dream in an era of unprecedented prosperity and material excess.

Fitzgerald portrays the 1920s as an era of decayed social and moral values, evidenced in its overarching cynicism, greed, and empty pursuit of pleasure. The reckless jubilance that led to decadent parties and wild jazz music—epitomized in The Great Gatsby by the opulent parties that Gatsby throws every Saturday night—resulted ultimately in the corruption of the American dream, as the unrestrained desire for money and pleasure surpassed more noble goals. When World War I ended in 1918, the generation of young Americans who had fought the war became intensely disillusioned, as the brutal carnage that they had just faced made the Victorian social morality of early-twentieth-century America seem like stuffy, empty hypocrisy. The dizzying rise of the stock market in the aftermath of the war led to a sudden, sustained increase in the national wealth and a newfound materialism, as people began to spend and consume at unprecedented levels. A person from any social background could, potentially, make a fortune, but the American aristocracy—families with old wealth—scorned the newly rich industrialists and speculators. Additionally, the passage of the Eighteenth Amendment in 1919, which banned the sale of alcohol, created a thriving underworld designed to satisfy the massive demand for bootleg liquor among rich and poor alike.

Fitzgerald positions the characters of The Great Gatsby as emblems of these social trends. Nick and Gatsby, both of whom fought in World War I, exhibit the newfound cosmopolitanism and cynicism that resulted from the war. The various social climbers and ambitious speculators who attend Gatsby’s parties evidence the greedy scramble for wealth. The clash between “old money” and “new money” manifests itself in the novel’s symbolic geography: East Egg represents the established aristocracy, West Egg the self-made rich. Meyer Wolfshiem and Gatsby’s fortune symbolize the rise of organized crime and bootlegging.

As Fitzgerald saw it (and as Nick explains in Chapter IX), the American dream was originally about discovery, individualism, and the pursuit of happiness. In the 1920s depicted in the novel, however, easy money and relaxed social values have corrupted this dream, especially on the East Coast. The main plotline of the novel reflects this assessment, as Gatsby’s dream of loving Daisy is ruined by the difference in their respective social statuses, his resorting to crime to make enough money to impress her, and the rampant materialism that characterizes her lifestyle. Additionally, places and objects in The Great Gatsby have meaning only because characters instill them with meaning: the eyes of Doctor T. J. Eckleburg best exemplify this idea. In Nick’s mind, the ability to create meaningful symbols constitutes a central component of the American dream, as early Americans invested their new nation with their own ideals and values.

Nick compares the green bulk of America rising from the ocean to the green light at the end of Daisy’s dock. Just as Americans have given America meaning through their dreams for their own lives, Gatsby instills Daisy with a kind of idealized perfection that she neither deserves nor possesses. Gatsby’s dream is ruined by the unworthiness of its object, just as the American dream in the 1920s is ruined by the unworthiness of its object—money and pleasure. Like 1920s Americans in general, fruitlessly seeking a bygone era in which their dreams had value, Gatsby longs to re-create a vanished past—his time in Louisville with Daisy—but is incapable of doing so. When his dream crumbles, all that is left for Gatsby to do is die; all Nick can do is move back to Minnesota, where American values have not decayed.
The Hollowness of the Upper Class

One of the major topics explored in The Great Gatsby is the sociology of wealth, specifically, how the newly minted millionaires of the 1920s differ from and relate to the old aristocracy of the country’s richest families. In the novel, West Egg and its denizens represent the newly rich, while East Egg and its denizens, especially Daisy and Tom, represent the old aristocracy. Fitzgerald portrays the newly rich as being vulgar, gaudy, ostentatious, and lacking in social graces and taste. Gatsby, for example, lives in a monstrously ornate mansion, wears a pink suit, drives a Rolls-Royce, and does not pick up on subtle social signals, such as the insincerity of the Sloanes’ invitation to lunch. In contrast, the old aristocracy possesses grace, taste, subtlety, and elegance, epitomized by the Buchanans’ tasteful home and the flowing white dresses of Daisy and Jordan Baker.

What the old aristocracy possesses in taste, however, it seems to lack in heart, as the East Eggers prove themselves careless, inconsiderate bullies who are so used to money’s ability to ease their minds that they never worry about hurting others. The Buchanans exemplify this stereotype when, at the end of the novel, they simply move to a new house far away rather than condescend to attend Gatsby’s funeral. Gatsby, on the other hand, whose recent wealth derives from criminal activity, has a sincere and loyal heart, remaining outside Daisy’s window until four in the morning in Chapter VII simply to make sure that Tom does not hurt her. Ironically, Gatsby’s good qualities (loyalty and love) lead to his death, as he takes the blame for killing Myrtle rather than letting Daisy be punished, and the Buchanans’ bad qualities (fickleness and selfishness) allow them to remove themselves from the tragedy not only physically but psychologically.

Motifs

Motifs are recurring structures, contrasts, or literary devices that can help to develop and inform the text’s major themes.
Geography
Throughout the novel, places and settings epitomize the various aspects of the 1920s American society that Fitzgerald depicts. East Egg represents the old aristocracy, West Egg the newly rich, the valley of ashes the moral and social decay of America, and New York City the uninhibited, amoral quest for money and pleasure. Additionally, the East is connected to the moral decay and social cynicism of New York, while the West (including Midwestern and northern areas such as Minnesota) is connected to more traditional social values and ideals. Nick’s analysis in Chapter IX of the story he has related reveals his sensitivity to this dichotomy: though it is set in the East, the story is really one of the West, as it tells how people originally from west of the Appalachians (as all of the main characters are) react to the pace and style of life on the East Coast.

Weather

As in much of Shakespeare’s work, the weather in The Great Gatsby unfailingly matches the emotional and narrative tone of the story. Gatsby and Daisy’s reunion begins amid a pouring rain, proving awkward and melancholy; their love reawakens just as the sun begins to come out. Gatsby’s climactic confrontation with Tom occurs on the hottest day of the summer, under the scorching sun (like the fatal encounter between Mercutio and Tybalt in Romeo and Juliet). Wilson kills Gatsby on the first day of autumn, as Gatsby floats in his pool despite a palpable chill in the air—a symbolic attempt to stop time and restore his relationship with Daisy to the way it was five years before, in 1917.

Symbols

Symbols are objects, characters, figures, or colors used to represent abstract ideas or concepts.
The Green Light

Situated at the end of Daisy’s East Egg dock and barely visible from Gatsby’s West Egg lawn, the green light represents Gatsby’s hopes and dreams for the future. Gatsby associates it with Daisy, and in Chapter I he reaches toward it in the darkness as a guiding light to lead him to his goal. Because Gatsby’s quest for Daisy is broadly associated with the American dream, the green light also symbolizes that more generalized ideal. In Chapter IX, Nick compares the green light to how America, rising out of the ocean, must have looked to early settlers of the new nation.

The Valley of Ashes

First introduced in Chapter II, the valley of ashes between West Egg and New York City consists of a long stretch of desolate land created by the dumping of industrial ashes. It represents the moral and social decay that results from the uninhibited pursuit of wealth, as the rich indulge themselves with regard for nothing but their own pleasure. The valley of ashes also symbolizes the plight of the poor, like George Wilson, who live among the dirty ashes and lose their vitality as a result.

The Eyes of Doctor T. J. Eckleburg

The eyes of Doctor T. J. Eckleburg are a pair of fading, bespectacled eyes painted on an old advertising billboard over the valley of ashes. They may represent God staring down upon and judging American society as a moral wasteland, though the novel never makes this point explicitly. Instead, throughout the novel, Fitzgerald suggests that symbols only have meaning because characters instill them with meaning. The connection between the eyes of Doctor T. J. Eckleburg and God exists only in George Wilson’s grief-stricken mind. This lack of concrete significance contributes to the unsettling nature of the image. Thus, the eyes also come to represent the essential meaninglessness of the world and the arbitrariness of the mental process by which people invest objects with meaning. Nick explores these ideas in Chapter VIII, when he imagines Gatsby’s final thoughts as a depressed consideration of the emptiness of symbols and dreams.
(http://www.sparknotes.com/lit/gatsby/themes.html, 12.06.08)
SYMBOLIC MEANING OF THE NOVEL 
Fitzgerald clearly intends for Gatsby’s dream to be symbolic of the American Dream for wealth and youth. Gatsby genuinely believes that if a person makes enough money and amasses a great enough fortune, he can buy anything. He thinks his wealth can erase the last five years of his and Daisy’s life and reunite them at the point at which he left her before he went away to the war. In a similar fashion, all Americans have a tendency to believe that if they have enough money, they can manipulate time, staying perpetually young, and buy their happiness through materialistic spending. Throughout the novel, there are many parties, a hallmark of the rich. But each festivity ends in waste (the trash left behind by the guests) or violence (Myrtle’s broken nose and subsequent accidental death.) Between the wealth of New York City and the fashionable Egg Islands lies the Valley of Ashes, the symbol of the waste and corruption that characterizes the wealthy. 

When Gatsby’s dream is crushed by Daisy’s refusal to forget the past or deny that she has ever loved Tom, Fitzgerald is stating that the American Dream of wealth and beauty is just as fragile. History has proven that view correct. The sense of wonder of the first settlers in America quickly turned into an excessive greed for more wealth. The ostentatious, wild lifestyle of the wealthy during the 1920s was followed by the reality of the stock market crash and the Great Depression of the 1930s. Where there is great wealth, sadness and waste always seems to follow. The end product is always a valley of ashes. 

Watching over the Valley of Ashes, that lies between the wealthy of the Egg Islands and the wealthy of New York City, are the all-knowing eyes of T.J. Eckelberg, a symbol of the omniscience of God; but his image is fading, as if he is totally tired of sadly looking down at the wasteland below. He seems ashamed of mankind’s extravagance that cause the ashheaps. His is a powerful image that is repeatedly referenced to hold the novel together and to emphasize Fitzgerald's key theme: wealth corrupts. 
http://thebestnotes.com/booknotes/Great_Gatsby/Great_Gatsby_Fitzgerald_Study_Guide26.html

Task 9

1920s – the historical context

Using microfilm, microfiche, and the Internet (as well as books and traditional print media), research some of the historical happenings of the 1920s. Go back and reconstruct what life was like during Fitzgerald’s time. 
Examine newspapers from the ’20s (microfilm is likely to be your best bet) and make a list of what made news. 
( Based on your findings, how accurate was Fitzgerald in capturing the frenzy of life in the 1920s? 
( Were his reflections about all groups of people—the rich, the middle class, and the poor—accurate or far-fetched?
http://www.cliffsnotes.com/WileyCDA/LitNote/The-Great-Gatsby-Study-Help-Practice-Projects.id-119,pageNum-51.html
Task 10 
Narration 

Discuss Gatsby’s character as Nick perceives him throughout the novel. What makes Gatsby “great”?? What is Nick like as a narrator? Is he a reliable storyteller, or does his version of events seem suspect? How do his qualities as a character affect his narration? Give examples. (150 words) 
Task 11
Autobiography? 

Read the following biography of F. Scott Fitzgerald. In how far do you see parallels between the author´s life and Gatsby´s life? Underline all the passages that are of interest. Then fill your findings into the given list. 

F. Scott Fitzgerald 
Francis Scott Fitzgerald was born in St. Paul, Minnesota, on September 24, 1896. He was the only son of his middle class Catholic family. His father worked for Proctor and Gamble, but he failed in his career. Although his mother's family was wealthy and well-known in the Midwest, she was rather eccentric. As a youth, F. Scott was taught the traditions of the upper class, but his family did not have the financial means to live that way. Fitzgerald strove, however, to be a good student and a successful athlete; as a result, he was a promising and popular young man. He also had an interest in literature and published fiction in his high school magazine. In 1911, Fitzgerald went to Newman Academy, a Catholic preparatory school in New Jersey. Here he continued to write fiction and also developed an interest in drama and had two of his plays produced by a local company. 

In 1913, Fitzgerald was accepted to Princeton, where he continued to write. He also fell in love with Ginerva King, a girl from the upper crust of Chicago Society. Distracted by her and his extracurricular activities, his grades dropped so low in 1915 that he had to leave school for a while. He returned to Princeton in 1916, but was distraught when his love affair with Ginerva was terminated by her. As a result, he decided to quit college and join the army in 1917, wanting to experience the war in Europe. Instead, he was sent to Alabama, where he met the lovely, wild, and undisciplined socialite, Zelda Sayre. She refused to marry him, for he could not support her. As a result, he went to New York in 1919, after being discharged from the army, in hopes of earning a fortune in the literary world so he could win Zelda as his bride. When his first novel was accepted for publication, Fitzgerald had the success and acclaim he had sought. 
In 1920, Fitzgerald married the eighteen year-old Zelda, and they moved to New York City. Soon afterwards, they had a daughter, “Scottie.” In spite of their parenthood, Fitzgerald and Zelda played hard and drank excessively, living beyond their means and becoming famous for their partying and outrageous scenes. They also traveled extensively and knew all the expatriate American writers in England and France. Despite their glamorized marriage, it was very tumultuous. 

With no real career, F. Scott had time to devote to writing. This Side of Paradise, his first novel, was published in 1920. Encouraged by the attention it drew, Fitzgerald began to devote more time to his literary career. The Beautiful and the Damned, his second novel, and Tales of the Jazz Age, a collection of stories, were both published in 1922 and won Fitzgerald additional praise. In 1923, he produced a play, The Vegetable, which did not do well at all. His next novel, however, became his greatest success; he published The Great Gatsby in 1925, and it quickly brought him praise from the literary community, but it failed to give him the needed financial security he sought. A year later he published, All the Sad Young Men, a collection of short stories. 

Increasingly, Fitzgerald’s lifestyle and problems with Zelda negatively affected his writing. During the 1920s, he often tried reordering his life by moving from place to place; but he could not escape from his problems or his reputation. By 1930, Zelda had her first breakdown and went for treatment to a Swiss clinic. Fitzgerald tried to write during this period and finally completed his next novel, Tender is the Night, which was published in 1934. His last novel, The Last Tycoon, was published in 1940 and made into a film. 

In 1934, Zelda was hospitalized in the United States for treatment and never came out of an institution again. In response to the loss of Zelda, Fitzgerald totally drowned himself in alcohol, and his later works do not have the polish or control of his earlier ones. In order to support himself and pay Zelda’s hospital bills, he went to Hollywood to try his hand at screen writing. While in California, he met Sheila Graham, a twenty-eight year old British newspaper correspondent. She became his dear friend and helped Fitzgerald fight his alcoholism. 

Fitzgerald died of a heart attack in 1940, a time when he was almost forgotten as an author; in fact, by 1939, none of his previous books were even in print. Zelda died eight years after her husband, when her mental hospital residence caught fire. Since their deaths, there has been a great deal of interest in their lifestyle, and a movie was even made about her. There has also been a new interest in Fitzgerald as a writer. He is now remembered as an uneven writer, a troubled man, and a representative of the golden age of American modernism. The Great Gatsby, however, is now accepted as a remarkable piece of literature. 
http://www.pinkmonkey.com/booknotes/monkeynotes/pmGreatGatsby10.asp
	Fitzgerald
	Gatsby

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Now sum up your findings in a short essay. In what sense is The Great Gatsby an autobiographical novel? Also: Does Fitzgerald write more of himself into the character of Nick or the character of Gatsby, or are the author’s qualities found in both characters? What are the benefits and drawbacks of imposing biographical criticism on this work?  (200-300 words) 
http://www.sparknotes.com/lit/gatsby/study.html

Teacher´s notes to task 11 “Autobiography?”
F. Scott Fitzgerald 
Francis Scott Fitzgerald was born in St. Paul, Minnesota, on September 24, 1896. He was the only son of his middle class Catholic family. His father worked for Proctor and Gamble, but he failed in his career. Although his mother's family was wealthy and well-known in the Midwest, she was rather eccentric. As a youth, F. Scott was taught the traditions of the upper class, but his family did not have the financial means to live that way. Fitzgerald strove, however, to be a good student and a successful athlete; as a result, he was a promising and popular young man. He also had an interest in literature and published fiction in his high school magazine. In 1911, Fitzgerald went to Newman Academy, a Catholic preparatory school in New Jersey. Here he continued to write fiction and also developed an interest in drama and had two of his plays produced by a local company. 
In 1913, Fitzgerald was accepted to Princeton (Gatsby = Yale!), where he continued to write. He also fell in love with Ginerva King, a girl from the upper crust of Chicago Society. Distracted by her and his extracurricular activities, his grades dropped so low in 1915 that he had to leave school for a while. He returned to Princeton in 1916, but was distraught when his love affair with Ginerva was terminated by her. As a result, he decided to quit college and join the army in 1917, wanting to experience the war in Europe. Instead, he was sent to Alabama, where he met the lovely, wild, and undisciplined socialite, Zelda Sayre. She refused to marry him, for he could not support her. As a result, he went to New York in 1919, after being discharged from the army, in hopes of earning a fortune in the literary world so he could win Zelda as his bride. When his first novel was accepted for publication, Fitzgerald had the success and acclaim he had sought. 
In 1920, Fitzgerald married the eighteen year-old Zelda, and they moved to New York City. Soon afterwards, they had a daughter, “Scottie.” In spite of their parenthood, Fitzgerald and Zelda played hard and drank excessively, living beyond their means and becoming famous for their partying and outrageous scenes. They also traveled extensively and knew all the expatriate American writers in England and France. Despite their glamorized marriage, it was very tumultuous. 

With no real career, F. Scott had time to devote to writing. This Side of Paradise, his first novel, was published in 1920. Encouraged by the attention it drew, Fitzgerald began to devote more time to his literary career. The Beautiful and the Damned, his second novel, and Tales of the Jazz Age, a collection of stories, were both published in 1922 and won Fitzgerald additional praise. In 1923, he produced a play, The Vegetable, which did not do well at all. His next novel, however, became his greatest success; he published The Great Gatsby in 1925, and it quickly brought him praise from the literary community, but it failed to give him the needed financial security he sought. A year later he published, All the Sad Young Men, a collection of short stories. 

Increasingly, Fitzgerald’s lifestyle and problems with Zelda negatively affected his writing. During the 1920s, he often tried reordering his life by moving from place to place; but he could not escape from his problems or his reputation. By 1930, Zelda had her first breakdown and went for treatment to a Swiss clinic. Fitzgerald tried to write during this period and finally completed his next novel, Tender is the Night, which was published in 1934. His last novel, The Last Tycoon, was published in 1940 and made into a film. 

In 1934, Zelda was hospitalized in the United States for treatment and never came out of an institution again. In response to the loss of Zelda, Fitzgerald totally drowned himself in alcohol, and his later works do not have the polish or control of his earlier ones. In order to support himself and pay Zelda’s hospital bills, he went to Hollywood to try his hand at screen writing. While in California, he met Sheila Graham, a twenty-eight year old British newspaper correspondent. She became his dear friend and helped Fitzgerald fight his alcoholism. 

Fitzgerald died of a heart attack in 1940, a time when he was almost forgotten as an author; in fact, by 1939, none of his previous books were even in print. Zelda died eight years after her husband, when her mental hospital residence caught fire. Since their deaths, there has been a great deal of interest in their lifestyle, and a movie was even made about her. There has also been a new interest in Fitzgerald as a writer. He is now remembered as an uneven writer, a troubled man, and a representative of the golden age of American modernism. The Great Gatsby, however, is now accepted as a remarkable piece of literature. 
http://www.pinkmonkey.com/booknotes/monkeynotes/pmGreatGatsby10.asp
	Fitzgerald
	Gatsby

	Only son of middle-class family


	Only son of middle-class family



	Father failed in his career


	Father failed in his career

	Mother was rather eccentric 


	(Daisy is rather eccentric)

	family did not have the financial means to live in the way of the upper class. 

	family did not have the financial means to live in the way of the upper class. 


	Strove hard to get what he wanted


	Worked hard to get what he wanted

	Quit Princeton as he was distraught when his love affair with Ginerva was terminated by her
	Dropped out of the Oxford university because he was humiliated by having to work as a janitor to pay his tuition



	Was in the ARMY
	Was in the ARMY



	Loves the lovely, wild, and undisciplined socialite, Zelda Sayre
	Loves the lovely, wild, and (undisciplined) socialite, Daisy Buchannan 



	She refused to marry him, for he could not support her


	She refused to marry him 



	Went to New York in hopes of earning a fortune in the literary world so he could win Zelda as his bride

	Went to New York in hopes of earning a fortune, so he could win Daisy as his bride 


Task 12
Critical Essay
Choose one of the two following comment-activities and do it: 
1) 
Go to http://www.scriptovia.com/document-landing.aspx?DocID=228 and read the essay Mikaela wrote about The Great Gatsby or to http://www.scriptovia.com/document-landing.aspx?DocID=841 and read Alison´s work. 

Then, choose the one you would like to add your comment to. Did you like her ideas, her writing style, was there something new to you … what do you think? 

If you need help: In order to do this click on “see all comments” at the bottom of the essay. Then, on “adda a comment” on the left hand side. Then, create your own account (very easy!). Then, go back to the original site (=link above), scroll again down to the end of the essay … and click on “Post a comment” and post your comment… 

After that, make a copy of your HP-comment (for example by pressing “Druck S-Abf” on your keyboard and paste it (Strg+V) into a word-document. Print it and glue it into your reading diary. 

(As this is a real-life comment, you choose your words, your ideas, your level of formality and the amount of words ( )
OR

2) 
Search the web (or your library) for a critical essay. Read it and while doing so mark important messages. These will help you formulate a comment to the author of the essay. Tell him/her, what you think of the ideas and facts expressed, in how far you agree with him/her and at what point you disagree and why. (150-200words) 

Task 13 
Preparation quiz 

Just for fun do the following quiz and see how well prepared you are for all the questions of your colleagues! ( 

You got 0 out of 25 correct. (That's 0%.)
Scroll through the page to review your answers. The correct answer is highlighted in  green.  Your incorrect answers (if any) are highlighted in  red.  If you'd like to take the test over again, click the reset button at the end of the test. 

1. Why does Tom hit Myrtle at his apartment in New York City? 

[image: image3.wmf](A) Because she refuses to see him anymore

[image: image4.wmf](B) Because she asks him to divorce his wife

[image: image5.wmf](C) Because she taunts him about Daisy

[image: image6.wmf](D) Because she flirts with Nick

[image: image7.wmf]
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2. Where is Gatsby’s mansion located? 

[image: image9.wmf](A) East Egg

[image: image10.wmf](B) Park Avenue

[image: image11.wmf](C) West Egg

[image: image12.wmf](D) Brooklyn

[image: image13.wmf]
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C


3. Where does Gatsby’s reunion with Daisy take place? 

[image: image15.wmf](A) By the pool

[image: image16.wmf](B) At Nick’s house

[image: image17.wmf](C) At the golf tournament

[image: image18.wmf](D) At the yacht race

[image: image19.wmf]
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4. In what year is The Great Gatsby set? 

[image: image21.wmf](A) A. 1925
[image: image22.wmf](B) 1924
[image: image23.wmf](C) 1923
[image: image24.wmf](D) 1922
[image: image25.wmf]
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5. Where were Nick and Tom educated? 

[image: image27.wmf](A) Yale

[image: image28.wmf](B) Harvard

[image: image29.wmf](C) Princeton

[image: image30.wmf](D) Duke

[image: image31.wmf]
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6. What is Jordan Baker’s occupation? 

[image: image33.wmf](A) Softball pitcher

[image: image34.wmf](B) Secretary

[image: image35.wmf](C) Philanthropist

[image: image36.wmf](D) Golfer

[image: image37.wmf]
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7. When he renews his acquaintance with Daisy at Nick’s house, what does Gatsby knock off of the mantle? 

[image: image39.wmf](A) Nick’s pipe

[image: image40.wmf](B) A clock

[image: image41.wmf](C) Jordan’s golf trophy

[image: image42.wmf](D) Daisy’s picture

[image: image43.wmf]

7



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image44.wmf]

B


8. What is Nick’s home state? 

[image: image45.wmf](A) North Dakota

[image: image46.wmf](B) Minnesota

[image: image47.wmf](C) Wisconsin

[image: image48.wmf](D) Florida

[image: image49.wmf]
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9. Why did Gatsby drop out of college? 

[image: image51.wmf](A) He had an offer to go into the copper business with Dan Cody

[image: image52.wmf](B) He and Daisy were getting married, and he needed a job

[image: image53.wmf](C) He wanted to study Russian, but his college did not offer it

[image: image54.wmf](D) He was humiliated by having to work as a janitor to pay his tuition

[image: image55.wmf]
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10. Which millionaire hired the young Gatsby as an assistant? 

[image: image57.wmf](A) Cody Baker

[image: image58.wmf](B) Clint McGowan

[image: image59.wmf](C) Hank McGowan

[image: image60.wmf](D) Dan Cody

[image: image61.wmf]

10



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image62.wmf]

D


11. Where is the valley of ashes? 

[image: image63.wmf](A) Between West Egg and New York City

[image: image64.wmf](B) Between East Egg and West Egg

[image: image65.wmf](C) Between Death Valley and the Salinas Valley

[image: image66.wmf](D) Between Greenwich Village and Hell’s Kitchen

[image: image67.wmf]
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12. Who among the following comes to Gatsby’s funeral? 

[image: image69.wmf](A) Gatsby’s father

[image: image70.wmf](B) Daisy

[image: image71.wmf](C) Tom

[image: image72.wmf](D) Klipspringer

[image: image73.wmf]
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13. Which woman is Tom’s extramarital lover? 

[image: image75.wmf](A) Daisy

[image: image76.wmf](B) Ellen

[image: image77.wmf](C) Myrtle

[image: image78.wmf](D) Jordan

[image: image79.wmf]
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14. Who drives the car that kills Myrtle? 

[image: image81.wmf](A) Jordan

[image: image82.wmf](B) Daisy

[image: image83.wmf](C) Gatsby

[image: image84.wmf](D) Tom

[image: image85.wmf]
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15. How are Daisy and Nick related? 

[image: image87.wmf](A) They are brother and sister

[image: image88.wmf](B) They are married

[image: image89.wmf](C) They are step-siblings

[image: image90.wmf](D) They are cousins

[image: image91.wmf]
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16. Where did Daisy meet Gatsby? 

[image: image93.wmf](A) Louisville

[image: image94.wmf](B) East Egg

[image: image95.wmf](C) West Egg

[image: image96.wmf](D) The Plaza Hotel

[image: image97.wmf]
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A


17. Where did Gatsby study after the war? 

[image: image99.wmf](A) Cambridge

[image: image100.wmf](B) The Sorbonne

[image: image101.wmf](C) Oxford

[image: image102.wmf](D) Yale

[image: image103.wmf]
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18. On the day after the confrontation between Tom and Gatsby in New York City, what does Gatsby instruct his gardener not to do? 

[image: image105.wmf](A) Drain the pool

[image: image106.wmf](B) Cut the grass

[image: image107.wmf](C) Rake the leaves

[image: image108.wmf](D) Plant corn

[image: image109.wmf]
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19. At the end of the novel, Daisy chooses to be with 

[image: image111.wmf](A) Gatsby

[image: image112.wmf](B) Tom

[image: image113.wmf](C) George Wilson

[image: image114.wmf](D) Nick

[image: image115.wmf]
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20. What are the eyes of Doctor T. J. Eckleburg? 

[image: image117.wmf](A) A magazine ad

[image: image118.wmf](B) The lyrics of a song

[image: image119.wmf](C) A painting in the Guggenheim Museum

[image: image120.wmf](D) A signboard in the valley of ashes

[image: image121.wmf]
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21. Why does Nick move to New York? 

[image: image123.wmf](A) To become a lawyer

[image: image124.wmf](B) To learn about the bond business

[image: image125.wmf](C) To attend college

[image: image126.wmf](D) To attend medical school

[image: image127.wmf]
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22. What did Fitzgerald call the 1920s? 

[image: image129.wmf](A) The Roaring Twenties

[image: image130.wmf](B) The Gay Twenties

[image: image131.wmf](C) The Jazz Age

[image: image132.wmf](D) The lost generation

[image: image133.wmf]
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C


23. Why does Gatsby throw his weekly parties? 

[image: image135.wmf](A) To impress Daisy

[image: image136.wmf](B) To cover up his illegal activities

[image: image137.wmf](C) To attract women from East Egg

[image: image138.wmf](D) To impress his neighbors

[image: image139.wmf]
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24. What is Meyer Wolfshiem’s claim to fame? 

[image: image141.wmf](A) He made the first batch of bootleg alcohol to be sold in New York

[image: image142.wmf](B) He once beat Al Capone in a fight

[image: image143.wmf](C) He is a former violinist with the New York Philharmonic

[image: image144.wmf](D) rigged the 1919 World Series

[image: image145.wmf]
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25. Where does Gatsby recognize Nick from? 

[image: image147.wmf](A) Nick was an undergraduate at Oxford during the months Gatsby studied there

[image: image148.wmf](B) Nick works at the bond house where Gatsby’s stolen securities were taken from

[image: image149.wmf](C) Nick and Gatsby fought in the same battle in World War I

[image: image150.wmf](D) Gatsby has seen his next-door neighbor around, but assumed Nick was one of his own servants

[image: image151.wmf]
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Great! 

Now ask your teacher for the solution sheet and compare your answers with the solutions.

Print-out for students: 
1. c

2. c

3. b

4. d

5. a 

6. d

7. b

8. b

9. d

10. d

11. a

12. a

13. c

14. b

15. d

16. a

17. c

18. a

19. b

20. d

21. b

22. c

23. a

24. d

25. c

Extra-Task in case that there is a supplementary teacher (for support and the group discussion) 

The Great Gatsby WebQuest
created by Andrew Parsons (with changes by J.Weber)


Introduction 

On the surface, The Great Gatsby is a story of the thwarted love between a man and a woman. The main theme of the novel, however, encompasses a much larger, less romantic scope. Though all of its action takes place over a mere few months during the summer of 1922 and is set in a circumscribed geographical area in the vicinity of Long Island, NY, The Great Gatsby is a highly symbolic meditation on 1920s America as a whole, in particular, the disintegration of the American dream in an era of unprecedented prosperity and material excess.

Fitzgerald portrays the 1920s as an era of decayed social and moral values, evidenced in its overarching cynicism, greed, and empty pursuit of pleasure. But how empty was their pursuit? 



Task / The Big Question
http://jenbreaux.files.wordpress.com/2007/04/partyscenegg.jpg

Was the 1920's a time of decline for the American Dream, or was it a time for the dream to be transformed?



Process 

In this WebQuest you will be working together with your reading group. Each of you will answer one Question (will be given later) and each of you will explore the Webpages given to you on 1) The Great Gatsby and 2) the related topics.

You'll begin with everyone in your group getting some background before dividing into roles where each of your team-member becomes an expert on one part of the topic. 

Phase 1 - Background Information

Use the Internet links below to get a strong background on the book and the time period. Work as a group going through the different sites, and begin to develop a real understanding of the topics as they relate to the task. 

· Sparknotes: The Great Gatsby 

· American Cultural History: The 1920's 

· The Roaring 20's: Art and Culture 

· New York City in the 1920's 

· The 1920's Experience 



Phase 2 – Roles
INSTRUCTIONS: 

1. Divide your group into 4 parts, and assign each part a topic (e.g. see below) with links to research.

2. Read through the files linked to your group. If you print out the files, underline the passages that you feel are the most important. If you look at the files on the computer, copy sections you feel are important into a word processor or other writing software. 

3. Note: Remember to write down or copy/paste the URL of the file you take the passage from so you can quickly go back to it if you need to prove your point. 

4. Be prepared to focus what you've learned into one main opinion that answers the task / Big Question based on what you have learned from the links for your role. 

1st role: 
Roaring 20's: 

http://www.angelfire.com/co/pscst/
http://www.iona.edu/faculty/dwilliams/206/flappers.htm
www.en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roaring_Twenties
Use the given Internet link to answer these questions specifically related to the Roaring 20's: 

1. What made the 1920's 'roaring'?
2. How was the decade a period of transformation in all aspects of culture?

3. What were some literary works that deal with satirizing wealth and status in society? What did they discuss and what points did they make
2nd role: 
The American Dream: 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Dream
Use the given Internet link to answer these questions specifically related to The American Dream: 


1. What was the 'American Dream' at the time?
2. How could the American Dream be seen as on the decline?
3. In what ways did it seem to be transforming? 

3rd role: 
New York City: 

http://www.livingcityarchive.org/htm/decades/1920.htm 
www.fatherryan.org/harlemrenaissance

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harlem_renaissance
Use the given Internet link to answer these questions specifically related to New York City: 


1. How was New York City an important area of change in the 1920's?
2. What groups experienced the greatest change?
3. Was this change reflective of a decline of the American Dream? 

4th role: 
Prohibition: 

· American Prohibiton in the 1920's 

Use the given Internet link to answer these questions specifically related to Prohibition: 


1. What is prohibition?
2. Why was prohibition so important in the 1920's?
3. Do the activities associated with prohibition reflect a decline in the American Dream? 



Phase 3 - Reaching Consensus
You have all gained expertise about a different perspective of The Great Gatsby. Now all group members go back to their WebQuest team (=reading group).

Now, you should answer the Big Question as a group. Each of you will bring a certain viewpoint to the answer: some of you will agree and others disagree. Use information and any medias found from your research through the provided websites to convince your team-mates that your viewpoint is important and should be part of your team's answer to the Question. Finally, your WebQuest team should write out an answer that everyone on the team can live with. 



Conclusion 

In The Great Gatsby, we find the 1920's in a state of decay, both morally and socially. However, true evidence shows that rather than a disintegration of the American Dream, there was simply a transformation. The American Dream will never end. It is constantly changing with the times.

Now you all know a lot more. Nice work. You should be proud of yourselves! How can you use what you've learned to see beyond the black and white of a topic and into the grayer areas? What other parts of The Great Gatsby could still be explored? Remember, learning never stops. 

http://www.kn.pacbell.com/wired/fil/pages/webthegreaan.html

Extra Task in case that one of the tasks does not suit the class, or so

Task X
Daisy’s diary entry: Tom vs. Gatsby 



Compare and contrast Gatsby and Tom. How are they alike? How are they different? Given the extremely negative light in which Tom is portrayed throughout the novel, why might Daisy choose to remain with him instead of leaving him for Gatsby? 
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