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Reading project guidelines

(page 1 and 2 adapted from course handout Mrs.Pölzleitner)

Step 1) Choose a novel

Step 2)  Getting started
Before you start reading the book sit down for a couple of minutes. Take a pen and immediately start writing for five minutes without stopping a single time! Do not worry about coherence or mistakes. Write down what comes to your mind when you look at the book, the cover, the title, your expectations or the things which you might have heard elsewhere. Just let your ideas flow…

Then take the book. Also take a pen. Start reading the first two chapters of the novel. Make sure that you have enough time to read the two chapters without interrupting. Read slowly and imagine the scenes and characters as vividly as possible. 

While reading scribble next to the text: is there something that strikes you or seems to be interesting or poses questions or raises associations…

Use a reading diary as a sort of logbook for your reading process: give your personal comments, find your feelings. E.g.: How do the main characters in the book feel to you? 

Write a second entry when you have read the first half of the novel. Write a third entry when you have finished your reading. Be aware that you will need your comments for “in class” discussions with your group members and they will also serve for your Matura. 

Step 3) Tasks
1) Work in groups and share your reflections and questions. Ask your teacher in case of open problems or disagreement.

2) In each group session choose 10 vocab items that you would like to remember. Write them down into your vocab file.

3) Do the workshop tasks carefully and collect all the tasks in a folder. You will need to hand it in at the end of the book project.

Step 4) Preparing the Presentation

Everybody in your group chooses a presentation task from the attached list.  Make sure your presentation will be well-rounded and interesting. 

Step 5) Hand in Project Folder

Hand in your project folder for final evaluation.

PROJECT FOLDER: YEAR 5

The Great Gatsby
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THE GREAT GATSBY

GONE 15 THE RONANCE THAT WAS SO DIVINE.




Introduction

Many consider The Great Gatsby to be the most important English novel of the Twentieth Century. This novel is a standard text in American high school courses on American literature.

On the surface, The Great Gatsby is a story of the thwarted love between a man and a woman. The main theme of the novel, however, encompasses a much larger, less romantic scope. The theme of the novel is the decline of the American Dream in the 1920ies. The Great Gatsby is a highly symbolic narration on 1920’s America as a whole, in particular the disintegration of the American dream in an era of unprecedented prosperity and material excess.

Note

	Themes are the fundamental and often universal ideas explored in a literary work.


	Motifs are recurring structures, contrasts, or literary devices that can help to develop and inform the text’s major themes.


	Symbols are objects, characters, figures, or colours used to represent abstract ideas or concepts.


Biography F. Scott Fitzgerald 

F.Scott Fitzgerald

(1896- 1940)
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Francis Scott Key Fitzgerald was born on September 24, 1896, and named after his ancestor Francis Scott Key, the author of The Star-Spangled Banner. Fitzgerald was raised in St. Paul, Minnesota. Though an intelligent child, he did poorly in school and was sent to a New Jersey boarding school in 1911. Despite being a mediocre student, he managed to enrol at Princeton in 1913. Academic troubles and apathy plagued him throughout his time at college, and he never graduated, instead enlisting in the army in 1917, as World War I neared its end. 

Fitzgerald became a second lieutenant, and was stationed at Camp Sheridan, in Montgomery, Alabama. There he met and fell in love with a wild seventeen-year-old beauty named Zelda Sayre, the "top girl" in Fitzgerald's words, of Montgomery, Alabama’s youth society. Zelda finally agreed to marry him, but her overpowering desire for wealth, fun, and leisure led her to delay their wedding until he could prove a success. With the publication of This Side of Paradise in 1920, Fitzgerald became a literary sensation, earning enough money and fame to convince Zelda to marry him.

Having become a celebrity, Fitzgerald fell into a wild, reckless life-style of parties and decadence, while desperately trying to please Zelda by writing to earn money. Similarly, Gatsby amasses a great deal of wealth at a relatively young age, and devotes himself to acquiring possessions and throwing parties that he believes will enable him to win Daisy’s love. As the giddiness of the Roaring Twenties dissolved into the bleakness of the Great Depression, however, Zelda suffered a nervous breakdown and Fitzgerald battled alcoholism, which hampered his writing. He published Tender Is the Night in 1934, and sold short stories to The Saturday Evening Post to support his lavish lifestyle. In 1937, he left for Hollywood to write screenplays, and in 1940, while working on his novel The Love of the Last Tycoon, died of a heart attack at the age of forty-four on December 21, 1940.

	Novels


	This Side of Paradise (1920) 

The Beautiful and Damned (1922) 

The Great Gatsby (1925) 

Tender is the Night (1934) 

The Love of the Last Tycoon (1940)

	Short story collections


	Flappers and Philosophers (1920) 

Tales of the Jazz Age (1922) 

All the Sad Young Men (1926) 

Taps at Reveille (1935) 

The Pat Hobby Stories (1962) 

The Short Stories of F. Scott Fitzgerald (1989) 



	Other works


	The Princeton Tiger (Humor Magazine, 1917) 

The Vegetable (play, 1923) 

The Crack-Up (essays and stories, 1945) 

Winter Dreams (Short Story) 

Babylon Revisited (Short Story) 

Bernice Bobs Her Hair (Short Story) 

The Vegetable or From President to Postman (play)




	Newspaper article from the New York Times 1920:
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1920: F. Scott Fitzgerald and Zelda Sayre Marry at St. Patrick’s Cathedral

On April 3, 1920, F. Scott Fitzgerald, the author of "The Great Gatsby," married Zelda Sayre at the rectory of St. Patrick’s Cathedral on Fifth Avenue at 50th Street in Manhattan. The wedding took place a week after Scribner’s published Fitzgerald’s first novel, "This Side of Paradise." Zelda wore a dark blue suit and matching hat and carried a bouquet of orchids and white flowers. No music played, no photographs were taken, and only four guests attended: two of Zelda’s sisters, one with her husband, and Scott’s best man, Ludlow Fowler. Zelda’s third sister and her husband arrived late and missed the ceremony. There was no reception, but the newlyweds honeymooned at the midtown Manhattan Biltmore Hotel. They were thrown out for being rowdy, but moved to the nearby Commodore Hotel. The couple, shown here in an undated photo, would later epitomize the excesses of the Roaring Twenties.–Cynthia Blair




	Task 1: Fitzgerald Biography and historical context

Filter the most important things from the biography and paste them into the chart below 



	Birth and early years



	World War I 

Who did he meet there?



	Why is that important?



	His novels  



	Jazz Age 



	The prohibition



	Fitzgerald’ life style



	His early death




Autobiographical parallels in The Great Gatsby
Fitzgerald was the most famous chronicler of 1920s America, an era that he dubbed “the Jazz Age.” Written in 1925, The Great Gatsby is one of the greatest literary documents of this period, in which the American economy soared, bringing unprecedented levels of prosperity to the nation. Prohibition, the ban on the sale and consumption of alcohol mandated by the Eighteenth Amendment to the Constitution (1919), made millionaires out of bootleggers, and an underground culture of revelry sprang up. Sprawling private parties managed to elude police notice, and “speakeasies”—secret clubs that sold liquor—thrived. The chaos and violence of World War I left America in a state of shock, and the generation that fought the war turned to wild and extravagant living to compensate. The staid conservatism and timeworn values of the previous decade were turned on their ear, as money, opulence, and exuberance became the order of the day. 

Many  events from Fitzgerald’s early life appear in his most famous novel, The Great Gatsby, published in 1925. Like Fitzgerald, Nick Carraway is a thoughtful young man from Minnesota, educated at an Ivy League school (in Nick’s case, Yale), who moves to New York after the war. Also similar to Fitzgerald is Jay Gatsby, a sensitive young man who idolizes wealth and luxury and who falls in love with a beautiful young woman while stationed at a military camp in the South.

Like Nick in The Great Gatsby, Fitzgerald found this new lifestyle seductive and exciting, and, like Gatsby, he had always idolized the very rich. Now he found himself in an era in which unrestrained materialism set the tone of society, particularly in the large cities of the East. Even so, like Nick, Fitzgerald saw through the glitter of the Jazz Age to the moral emptiness and hypocrisy beneath, and part of him longed for this absent moral center. In many ways, The Great Gatsby represents Fitzgerald’s attempt to confront his conflicting feelings about the Jazz Age. Like Gatsby, Fitzgerald was driven by his love for a woman who symbolized everything he wanted, even as she led him toward everything he despised.

	The Jazz Age describes the period of the 1920s and 1930s, the years between World War I and World War II, particularly in North America, largely coinciding with the Roaring Twenties; With the rise of the Great Depression, the values of this age saw much decline.

The age takes its name from jazz music, which saw a tremendous surge in popularity among many segments of society. Among the prominent concerns and trends of the period are the public embrace of technological developments (typically seen as progress)—cars, air travel and the telephone


	Task 2: Autobiographical parallels in The Great Gatsby


With the information from the Fitzgerald’s autobiography and the novel itself, you will be able to fill in the following chart.

	Fitzgerald’s life
	Nick the narrator
	Jay Gatsby
	Daisy

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Task 3: Portrait of the main characters

The novel has interesting but complex characters. Look at the descriptions below and attribute them to the characters. In some cases you may use a description for more than one character. Think about it carefully! Add information from the notes which you were taking while reading. Also add details as you go along working on your tasks. 

	Honest, tolerant, inclined to reserve judgment, fabulously wealthy, 

dedicates his life to the achievement of wealth, criminal activity, beautiful but cynical, charming but sardonic, behaves superficially, fickle, shallow, bored, 

arrogant, hypocritical bully, has no moral qualms;



	Character
	Attributes
	Evidence, 

Page

	Nick Carraway


	
	

	Jay Gatsby


	
	

	Daisy Buchanan


	
	

	Tom Buchanan


	
	

	Jordan Baker


	
	


Task 4: Homework

Read through the following explanations on the American Dream. Take notes, because you will need them with your group discussion especially for the thought questions.

The American Dream

Historical background 

There are two major themes:

People came to America in search of a better life. Conditions were difficult even for the more wealthy in the 1600’s and the promise of cheap or free land to start a new life was very appealing to the early settlers. The dangers in crossing the Atlantic Ocean to the New World and arriving in often uncharted, uncivilized green land was worth it in the journey to unimaginable wealth and freedom. Although many did not come to realize this unlimited wealth, it was clear that America offered opportunities to those who had no opportunity to realize their potential in Europe. Even the convicts and debtors that came to the South later in the century were able to fulfil this dream of starting over and, in some cases, could lead the successful lives that they were never able to fulfill in the Old Country. In the New World  everyone had the same chances
The other major theme is the idea that many gave up a civilized world to fulfil their dreams of religious freedom. Puritans saw that America offered a chance, for settlers to practice their religion of choice without persecution. The Pilgrims, Puritans, and Quakers are all groups that came from England to practice their religions.

The American Dream today 

What the American Dream has become is a question under constant discussion, and some believe that it has led due to capitalism to an emphasis on material wealth as a measure of success and/or happiness.

Note

	Capitalism: In a capitalist society everybody wants to make profit. Accumulation of money is very important. The distribution of money in a capitalist society tends to be uneven: Only a few people are rich in wealth and power. The others are working force. So the capitalist system is based on small people and their working force. Without working forces the capitalist machinery would not work. You can only be wealthy (and construct the American dream) if you have poor people working!

In the past, nations built their wealth on the exploitation of the working forces of slaves, which were especially cheap to ‘obtain’.


	Desire is also very important in a capitalist system: In order to make much money you have to sell as many products as possible. How do you do that? The answer is advertisement. Advertisement makes us believe that we can only be happy if we possess as many things as possible (think of yourself: you might want to have e.g. the latest cell phone) We always want to have more – the desire to have more. Advertisment is all about raising desires, especially materialistic desires. 


	


Task 5: Writing;

Brainstorm goals and dreams for your future. Write an entry into your journal thinking about what you are striving for. The following questions will help you. 

What do you want to be when you grow up?

What impact do you want to make on the world?

What major accomplishments do you want to have completed?

What do you want to be famous for?

What do you want to be remembered for?
	


Task 6: Writing; Choose one of the following topics for a writing task

Rewrite the first meeting of Gatsby and Daisy from Daisy’s point of view. 

Rewrite the first meeting from Gatsby and Daisy from Gatsby’s point of view.

Max. 200 words 

Task 7: Thought questions

This novel seems to be very simple on the surface. However the novel has many complex elements! The following questions should help to enlighten them. Get together in groups and try to answer them. If anything is unclear, ask your teacher.
· Why can Jay Gatsby be considered an allegory of the American Dream? 

	! Allegory ! is a form of extended metaphor, in which objects, persons, and actions in a narrative, are equated with the meanings that lie outside the narrative itself. The underlying meaning has moral, social, religious, or political significance, and characters are often personifications of abstract ideas as e.g.:charity, greed, or envy. Thus an allegory is a story with two meanings, a literal meaning and a symbolic meaning. 




· “Everyone can become rich” –  really everyone?  Describe the characters living in the “valley of ashes” of the 1920ies: Myrtle Wilson and George Wilson. What about their dreams? Do they come true? What happens to Myrtle in the end?

· Pay attention to the character Jay Gatsby. How is he introduced narratively? Do we have clear facts about Gatsby up to the end? When do we get to know about his corrupt businesses?

· Also Gatsby himself utters repeatedly contradictory information about his own  provenience.  In the end it turns out that Gatsby is not his real name and that he has ‘invented’ his own character. Gatsby appears to be not real and somehow intangible – like a myth. This is a clear connection to what Fitzgerald wants to tell us about the American dream! What does Fitzgerald want to tell us?

· In which ways do the descriptions made of Gatsby undermine the term “great”? 
· How does the weather and also the setting of the novel dictate its themes and characters? Are they random or do you see connections to the events in the novel? 
· What is Gatsby’s desire?  Does it fulfill? Is there another desire coming up? Is his admiration idealistic or realistic?

· The early settlers, who came to the States saw a promising green of woods. In the novel the colour green also appears. Look carefully at where the colour green appears and which events take place in connection with the appearance. What does the green light at the end of the East Egg dock stand for?  What happens to the green light in the end?

· In the logic of this novel, did Gatsby die for a reason? Think of Gatsby’s allegoric function and look at the values he lived up to?    

Task 8: crossword puzzle
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Across

2. Which woman is Tom’s extramarital lover?

5. Where is Gatsby’s mansion located?

7. What is Nick’s home state?

8. Who drives the car that kills Myrtle?

Down

1. At the end of the novel, Daisy chooses to be with

3. What did Fitzgerald call the 1920s? 

4. Which colour reappears in the novel very often?

6. What is Jordan Baker’s occupation?

Solution  _  _  _  _  _   _  

              1   2   3  4   5   6

Task 9: 

As the novel progresses  Fitzgerald deconstructs Gatsby’s self-presentation. Gatsby reveals himself to be an innocent, hopeful young man who stakes everything on his dreams, not realizing that his dreams are unworthy of him.

At the end of the book Mr. Gatz shows Nick a list of moral virtues which Gatsby wanted to live up to. (A reference to the autobiography of Benjamin Franklin). List the moral virtues. As you go along you will see that from an early stage on these morals or “general resolves” are somehow violated and become hollow and empty. List where and when this happens in the book. Add the page number.

	Rule 1

Violation:

	Rule 2

Violation:

	Rule 3

Violation

	Rule 4

Violation


FOR EXTRA CREDIT

Task: View the movie “The Great Gatsby”

After watching the movie, write a brief reaction to it which will serve as a basis for an in-class discussion in groups. Get in groups and compare and discuss your reactions. 

Together answer the following questions. 

· Is there anything which was different in the movie compared to the book?

· After reading the book - which one do you like more- the book or the movie? Why is that?

· Do you think the characters from the book were well presented? 

· If you were a director, which act actors or actresses would you cast for the film roles? Give reasons!

