Evaluating a Short Story

In evaluating a story, we may usefully ask a few questions:

Plot

· Who is the main character and what is the conflict he has to face?

· What and where is the climax of the story?

· Find an example of one of the plot techniques you know.

· Has the story got a "twist in the tail"?

· Does our interest in the story mainly depend on following its plot, on finding out what will happen next? Or does the author go beyond the events to show us what they mean?

· Are the events (however fantastic) credible, or are they incredibly melodramatic? Does the plot greatly depend upon farfetched coincidence?

Setting

· What is the setting of the story?

· Does the setting seem real? Does the story show us uniques and indivudual scenes?

· Describe one way in which the setting affects the characters and/or the plot.

Character

· Has the writer caused the characters to come alive? Are they full of breath and motion, or simply told about in the abstract ("She was a lovable girl whose life had been highly exciting")

· Does the story show us unique and individual characters – or weary stereotypes?

· Do the characters act plausibly or are their actions random and incredible?

Point of View

· What is the point of view? Does it seem appropriate and effective in this story?

· Imagine the story told from a different point of view; would such a change be for the worse or for the better?

Style and Tone

· What is the tone of the story? By what means and how effectively is it communicated?

· Give an example of a certain tone to convey an unstated attitude.

· Are any symbols evident? Which ones? What do they stand for?

Theme

· How do you respond to this story? Can you identify with the way it reflects human experience?

· Sum up the theme of the story (1-2 sentences)

You may find it helpful, in making your sentence-statement of theme, to consider the following points.

· Look back at the title of the story. What does it indicate?

· Does the main character in any way change in the story? Does this character arrive at any eventual realization or understanding?

· Does the author or any character make any general observations about life or human nature?

· Does the story contain any especially curious objects, characters, animals, names, …Such symbols often point to central themes.

· Does your statement hold true for the story as a whole, not for just part of it?

· Reread your theme statement and check whether it really sums up the underlying theme of the story, not the plot! 
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