
English Year 8 (8c)

The Short Story

In this project we are going to read a variety of short stories, find out what makes a short story a "short story" and then try our hand at writing our own. This will be a good starting point for studying the techniques writers use to create interesting and original literature. You will also work with your  monolingual dictionary.

In order to plan your work very efficiently and avoid sudden problems with time-management and last minute papers I have laid out the whole project in detail. Look at the following timetable and highlight all the deadlines. Note them in your agenda. The deadlines on the timetable are really meant to be DEADlines,  our efficient work in class depends strongly upon your having done the required homework. I have distributed the work evenly to avoid a work overload at the end of the project. Please, in your own interest,  do your work regularly as required.

Timetable

Date
Classwork
Homework

17.9.
Intro and outline of year

Read: "GCS What?"

Write an ending
Write a short ending to the story.

22.9.
Read the real ending of "GCS What?" and discuss the story.

Discussion of  Fable, Tale and Short Story  
Finish reading the handout "Fable, Tale and Short-story". Write a personal response about the story "A&P" and answer the questions. (response journal)

24.9.
Discussion of "A&P".

Groupwork: Narrative Features
Work in small groups. You will be given information on one of the narrative features. Read the information carefully and discuss it in your group. Underline the most important parts and prepare a 50 – 100 word summary (study aid) of the text. Then prepare 5 questions about your topic.
Type your group summaries. Bring 7 copies of your summary to class on Friday, October 1st.

Read 1 story in your reader and do  the tasks.



29.9.
Reading stories…
Read 1 story and do tasks.

1.10.
Narrative Features: 

1st period: Hand in your summary and questions. Form groups of 6. Each student must have worked on a different narrative feature! Share your summaries and take turns teaching your part to the others. Make sure you have a good understanding of all the narrative features.

2nd period: After 1 hour of peer teaching you will be given a short test to check the efficiency of your group-work.

Roundup discussion of narrative features.
Read 2- stories (in your short story reader) and do tasks



6.10.
Compare your notes and responses to the first few stories (groups of 3)

Read more stories and do tasks


Read  1 story and do tasks



8.10.
No class. GIBS teachers are working on school development with Mr. Oswald.
Read remaining stories and do tasks. 

Write a short analysis/evaluation of your favorite story. (1-2 pages, typed) (by Oct.15th)

13.10.
Discussion of stories and comparing personal responses and answers to questions. (Your participation in the discussion as well as your knowledge of the stories will be assessed.)


15.10.
How to write a short story: 

"Waiting for the Bus"

Planning and writing a story in groups.
Read the stories "Bus Queue" (Owens) and "Blackout" (Mais) and write personal responses

Revise and type your bus story (for extra credit)

20.10.
Groupwork (3):Choosing and defining characters for your personal short stories


Write your personal short story using the characters you have defined in your group. Bring typed stories on the 27th (Wednesday)

22.10.
Discussion of short-stories and comparing your responses

(Your participation in the discussion as well as your knowledge of the stories will be assessed.)
continue above

27.10.
peer conferencing: Short stories


Revise and edit your short story. Hand it in on the 29th.

29.10.
2 hour test: writing a short story


3.11.
roundup period
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