[bookmark: _GoBack]Equal Rights (a short story by Bernhard Ashley)
Reading Project for 4th/5th grade

The story is only two pages long and the language is not difficult, but I have chosen to take "Equal Rights" because the story carries an important message. The materials which I designed allow students to reflect on the issue and they give them the opportunity to discuss the problem as well as different ways of solving it, in class. I decided to do the project with students of 4th/5th grade because the activities might be too challenging for younger kids. The aim of this project is to raise awareness about the different conditions of men and women. Furthermore, students should think about how people might feel when being discriminated because of their gender and why achieving gender equality is very important. I would start with a riddle to catch student's interest and to lead them to the topic of the short story. 

1.) Pre-reading activity - Riddle:

A van driver whistles to a nurse on the street then swerves to miss a parked car and crashes into a young boy and his father who are driving to school. The father dies at the scene. The boy is transported to the hospital, taken immediately into surgery... but the surgeon steps out of the operating room and says, "I can't operate on this boy - he is my son”!

a) The teacher reads out the riddle and asks the students, "How can the boy be the surgeon's son?" 
b) Discussion in class about the answer. (The surgeon is a woman and the boy is her son.)
c) Students should guess what the topic of the short story could be.
d) Teacher provides title to the students and they should think about what the story could be about. 
e) Students should read the story on their own. 



2.) While reading and post reading tasks and activities
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1. Taking Notes

Take notes about the characters and discuss your findings with a partner. 

characters against gender equality:



characters for gender equality: 
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Every story has a problem, no matter how small, and a way of taking care of, or solving, the problem. How the problem is taken care of is called the solution. 
	Think about the short story "Equal Rights" and follow the directions.

1. Tell the main problem in your story.





2. Tell the different things the characters did to try to solve the problem. 





3. Tell how the problem was finally solved. 





4. Think of a different way you might have solved the problem.





5. Would your solution to the problem have changed the story in any way? Explain. 









3. Writing Task

Choose one of the following writing tasks and write about 200-250 words.

1.) Imagine you apply for a job and you would be paid less because of your gender. 
Write a letter to the boss and explain how you feel about the unequal treatment. 

or

2.) Write a blog entry raising awareness for the fact that women are usually paid less in a wide variety of jobs. Try to convince people to make a change to treat both genders equally because after all we are all the same. 
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