The Scholarship Jacket – Marta Salinas

1) Brainstorming: 

If you read the title of the short story “The Scholarship Jacket”, what comes to your mind?

· What could a scholarship jacket be?
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How do you get one?

· What does it look like?

· …
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Sketch your imagined scholarship jacket here: 

2) Read the story. While reading highlight any references to the scholarship jacket. Sketch the scholarship jacket using the information from the story. Why is the jacket so important to Martha?


What do we know about Martha and her family?

3) Finish the first part of the story. If you were Martha’s grandfather, would you give her the money for the jacket or what would you tell her?

Continue the story (about half a page) and then read the rest of the text and compare it to your version.

4) Finish the story. Martha writes a letter to her friend, telling them what has happened. Include the following information:

· the scholarship jacket

· Which conflicts did Martha have to face because of the scholarship jacket? How did she feel? Did she feel treated unfairly?

· What has Martha learned?

· Is Martha happy now? What might be her plans for the future? 
Write about 200 words.

Teacher’s notes:

Level: I think the short story “The Scholarship Jacket” by Marta Salinas and the activities could be used in 5th, 6th and even 7th grade depending on the students’ language level and on the lesson preparation. The writing tasks can be adapted in length and difficulty depending on the class. 

Purpose: This short story could be used as an introduction to the topic of discrimination and injustices. After reading the story I would talk with my students about the obstacles Martha had to face and also about her cultural background.
Tips for the teacher: For the brainstorming task I would not hand out the text to the students because they should not start reading. When the pre-reading part is finished, it is important to hand out the short story in two parts. The first part ends here: “Where’s Grandpa?” I asked Grandma, looking down at the floor so she wouldn’t ask me why I’d been crying. She was sewing on a quilt as usual and didn’t look up. “I think he’s out back working in the bean field.”

The students should not read the whole story at first and therefore I suggest handing out only one part at first because then the students will be more creative and can come up with their own ending. 

YES, this is an excellent unit. Your story is really good and will lead to interesting discussions about social differences.


Great tasks!


10/10 pts


Congratulations








