Dear Sarah,
I have just finished reading your story and I find it
really good. It was unpredictable and
unexpected . At the parts where Paul is afraid you
used short sentences and I think that has a good
effect! Also the description in the beginning is
very good.
Maybe you could describe Paul more and also put
more description into the part when the neighbor
comes into his room. Like maybe, 'the door
creaked and the footsteps got louder...' so there is
more suspense. Otherwise I enjoyed reading your
story.
Victoria




Dear Christoph,
I can see very well that the hectic
atmosphere of a metropolitan area like
New York has inspired you. The main
character comes across very good, he is a
perfect 'victim' of Wall Street. I also think
that the mobile phone as the symbol for his
society fits perfectly. What you could add
are some street names. You could think of
some street or place which stands for his
behavior like Times Square or something
close to Wall Street. At the end you could
describe the fact that he feels irrelevant
more indirectly. Instead of letting him
scream his situation out you could portrait
him being lost in the City and feeling out
of touch with the rest of the world. Besides
this I really have no complains, well done.
Arno















Dear Xin,
I find your story very confusing indeed. It's well
written and all, good vocab, but the content is
confusing. So are the characters, if you can call
them that. Who on earth are Sue and Dan, are they
Anthony's parents? What Anthony's father says at
the end is totally unexpected, and doesn't seem to
fit to the rest of the story. 'Gay people don't go to
heaven. Anthony you know that? You can pray for
them, but it won't help.' According to that sentence
it would seem that a friend of Anthony's is gay, and
Anthony is praying form him. You definitely have
to explain a little more, the story isn't coherent.
And the end is very abrupt as well, and leaves the
reader (me anyways) very confused. The scene
where he and his brother are running, and
Anthony's bible hits the mud seems to be more
connected to his promise not to cry rather than
being an indication that he's gay. So, you should
try and make the whole thing a bit clearer, and if
Anthony is supposed to be gay, then make him
gay.
All in all the story is good, but confusing and
incoherent. The language and so on and so forth is
great as usual, there are still some small mistakes,
but nothing too bad. So work on it a bit, and it'll be
great!
Ben
























Writer's answer to his friend's tips:
I really have to admit, that this sort of
correction/first feedback was of great help to
me. To be honest it helped more than I had
expected. Despite the obvious fact that the
reader found some mistakes, this exercise
even encouraged me to read through the text
again after some while and even to find some
mistakes by myself. I guess the reason for
this is that if you leave the text for at least 24
hours and afterwards read through it again,
[bookmark: _GoBack]you may see some extracts from a different
and more objective point of view.
All in all I included all the corrections made
by my first reader, apart from the word
'opponent' (on the first page), for which I
didn't manage to find another similar and 
more fitting word. 
