Dear Arno,
I’m more than just impressed by your story. You managed to, very slowly, build up a fascinating more than just surprising climax at the end of your story.

At first, when Bullard analyzed the philosopher’s physical state, your story reminded me of the play “Woyzeck” where the doctor keeps an eye on any change of posture or the expression on the soldier’s face. In my mind I already formulated the sentence with which I planned to accuse you of copying from Büchner.

Well, I had to realize that you didn’t copy at all; I don’t know what’s more brilliant, the gorgeous idea itself, or the hilarious way in which you packed this idea into the short story. I myself have to admit that I never could write a short story like you just did. My stories are long, I describe more than I should and therefore my stories have boring parts. I hope you’re not angry when I’ll try to imitate your way of writing?

What I especially like about your story is the fact that the climax in the end is build up slowly, you give hints from the beginning onwards. At first the reader thinks: “Well, this Bullard is a nice but boring old man!” No one realizes why no-one meets Bullard twice, and that Bullard claims to be able do dissect a person blindfolded seems like the simple exaggeration of a bored old man. You really managed to make me laugh at the end of the story (and even while reading the story, I liked the way Bullard talks) since I appreciate Bullard’s last sentence.

Well, last and least: Could you, if you find the time, make some clearer character descriptions? I really would like to know how Bullard looks like, how the stressed philosopher looks like, Maybe you could draw the image of a nice but a bit old man?

Another thing: At first I was a bit surprised that the philosopher explodes and gets angry that fast, maybe you could give some hints at first so the philosopher still seems choleric but that his outburst doesn’t come that surprisingly.

Wow, you just created a masterpiece!







Martin

Personal Reply:

Besides the fact that I feel very flattered by Martin’s comment I was grateful for the advice he gave me. First of all a Philosopher is probably more of a stoic kind of character. So I had to find a different scientific profession for my character and so I decided to take a Physician for whatever reason. I also included a more detailed character description just right before the part when the stranger gets angry.
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