Portfolios





1. Letter to the Readers





....”When I put my portfolio together I wanted to show my personality, my thoughts, and present issues that I feel strongly about to give other people something to think about.”





Purpose will be to show some of my strenghths as a writer, .....


Weaknesses that I will work on this year.... show improvement in these areas


Showcase my best pieces of writing


Show versatility as a reader and writer


Show my interests


Show level of writing proficiency, 


Show level of understanding of different topics or subject areas


Show pieces that represent my own thinking, interests, strengths


Show evidence of growth and improvement


Showcase my talents


Show my development and interests as a reader (booklist, reading log, response journal)


Show evidence of effort and trace development in certain areas





PossiblePortfolio Contents





Absolute Essentials


A contents list or other cover sheet detailing what is in the portfolio


A variety of kinds of writing


Samples collected over time (not all last minute pieces)


Dates on all entries


Samples that show evidence of growth, improvement


A letter or statement of introduction where the type and purpose of the portfolio are explained by the author


Criteria and reasons for each selection,


Author’s self-reflection or self-assessment of all or most  pieces of writing


List of criteria used for evaluating pieces of writing and the whole portfolio. (menu of assessment criteria)





Highly recommended components





a package showing a piece of writing thorugh all steps in the writing progress


several free picks


at leat one piece that reflects some struggle or difficulty the student has in writing


a comparison of an early piece with a later piece


a peer reflection on ... pieces


some sort of reflection on the portfolio as a whole











Possible Portfolio Structure for 7a


Letter to the Readers


One selection every 2 months (must be different kinds of writing and topics from different categories (literature, Landeskunde, other topics of interest)


Self-Reflections and peer reflections on each choice


A piece that reflects some difficulty


a reflection on the portfolio as a whole (at the end of each semester)











Menu 


Possible Elements for Reading and Writing Portfolios





Projects, surveys, reports 


Favorite poems, songs, shortstories and comments


Interesting thoughts to remember


Finished samples that illustrate different types of writing:


	persuasive


	letters


	poetry


	informative writing


	stories


	reports


	journals


	scripts (or tapes) of radio plays...or programs


	essays


	reflections


	


Evidence of writing process


	notes


	charts


	webs


	time lines


	drafts


	peer conference reports


	teacher conference reports


	notes from these conferences





Written responses to literary components


	plot


	setting


	point of view


	character development


	links to life 


	theme


Items that are evidence of development of style


	vocabulary, choice of words


	organization


	clarity


Samples in which ideas are modified from first draft to final product


Unedited first draft (could be your tests)





Reading


Record of books read and attempted (reading log, response journal...)


Writing that illustrates critical thinking about readings





Evidence of effort


Self-evaluations


	





