Peer Editing Sheet for 5-paragraph essays
· Check the essay you read for organization, unity and completeness. 

· Does the essay have a clear introduction and a thesis statement?

· Does each paragraph contain one idea that is introduced by a clear topic sentence?

· Are all the sentences/paragraphs clear?

· Does it all hang together logically?

· Is the conclusion convincing?

Read through the following examples of logical fallacies before you edit your essay. Then use the abbreviations NS, A, G, CA, RH, BA, AH, CS, EO or AU to mark logical fallacies in the essay your read.

10 Common Logical Fallacies

1. Non-sequitur: a statement that does not follow logically from the previous statement or premise.


Example: Senator Kerry was in the army, so he is the best choice for president.

2. Assumption: an opinion that the writer states as truth although it has not been proven true. 


Example: Women should not take jobs outside the home.

3. Generalization: statements based on too little information but which the writer assumes are true.


Example: Germans are such tidy, organized people.

4. Circular Argument: a statement that is repeated and “begs the question”.


Example: Gardening is a fun hobby because it is so enjoyable.

5. Red Herring: a misleading issue that sidetracks a real issue.


Example: Homeopathy doesn’t work. Many remedies contain alcohol which is very bad for 
children.
6. Bandwagon Appeals: statements that try to persuade readers to go along with the crowd.


Example: Most people in Austria accept smoking in restaurants, so why don’t you non-smokers do 
the same?


Doctors have used vaccinations for over 50 years, so they must be safe and effective 
measures to prevent serious diseases.
7. Ad Hominem: statements that attack a person’s character or habits instead of dealing with the real issue.


Example: Voters could accept Senator Kerry’s family values campaign if he weren’t such a bad 
husband and father.
8. Card-stacking: statements that ignore contrary evidence.


Example: People who have quit smoking sometimes die at a younger age than smokers.

9. Either-or: Statements that offer only two alternatives.

Example: Either the young, pregnant teen has an abortion or she lives a life of poverty and 
loneliness.
10 Appeal to Authority:. While sometimes it may be appropriate to cite an authority to support a 
point, often it is not. In particular, an appeal to authority is inappropriate if the person is not 
qualified to have an expert opinion on the subject or if authorities are generalized (e.g.: doctors 
say that..  / experts say that.....) Note the difference between an appeal to an authority and 
reference to a specific study done by such a person.

Example: Experts say that mobile phones are safe.
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