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Portfolios

“A portfolio is a window into the writer’s mind.” Marjorie Frank, Using Writing Portfolios to Enhance Instruction and Assessment
A reading-writing portfolio is an organized and purposefully selected collection of work that shows your achievement, efforts, growth, and attitudes in the area of reading and writing. The collection includes a statement or evidence of the portfolio purpose (Letter to the Reader),  a variety of writing examples, reasons or criteria for the selection of each piece and examples of your self-reflection on your work.

In our class the portfolio will have to contain the following elements:

· A contents list or other cover sheet detailing what is in the portfolio

· A letter or statement of introduction where the type and purpose of the portfolio are explained by the author (Letter to the Reader). This should include a reflection on the portfolio as a whole (at the end of each semester).

· A variety of kinds of writing (at least one selection per month) (Choose from “Menu of Possible Portfolio Elements”)

· Samples collected over time (not all last minute pieces), Dates on all entries

· Samples that show evidence of growth and improvement

· Criteria and reasons for each selection (on an A6 card)

· A piece that reflects some difficulty

· Record of Books read and attempted (annotated reading list) (at least 2 books per semester)

· A package showing a piece of writing through all steps in the writing process (+ reflections explaining the improvement)

Before you start selecting pieces for your portfolio decide what your purpose will be. Look at your collection of writing, rethink your goals (We looked at long-term goals at the beginning of the semester and at short-term goals each week.)  Ask yourself what you have achieved and how you want to present yourself as a writer.

The following items might help you in defining your personal portfolio purposes. They are a random collection of typical reasons for selection and questions you might ask yourself during this process:

Purpose:

....”When I put my portfolio together I wanted to show my personality, my thoughts, and present issues that I feel strongly about to give other people something to think about.”

Purpose will be to show some of my strenghths as a writer, .....

Weaknesses that I will work on this year.... show improvement in these areas

Showcase my best pieces of writing

Show versatility as a reader and writer

Show my interests

Show level of writing proficiency, 

Show level of understanding of different topics or subject areas

Show pieces that represent my own thinking, interests, strengths

Show evidence of growth and improvement

Showcase my talents

Show my development and interests as a reader (booklist, reading log, response journal)

Show evidence of effort and trace development in certain areas

Questions for self-evaluation:

What’s in this portfolio and why?

How have I organized this portfolio and why?

What kind of writing does each piece represent?

How are some different pieces alike in the writing?

What are the strengths of different pieces?

How do the weaknesses compare?

How have others responded to different pieces?

What does the portfolio tell about me as a writer?

Where have I improved, what have I learned.....

(Try to move from emphasis on one piece to focus on what all the work shows about you as a writer.)

How do different pieces compare?

What has helped me grow as a writer? How did I learn? 

What changes should be made in our portfolio use...

What do I think about my portfolio process (and my writing process) : strengths, weaknesses...

Also look at the handout: “Questions that promote self-reflection”

Make an outline of your introductory letter, then have a peer conference (2 people if possible!) Use the Peer Reflection Sheet! 

Using these insights write the introductory letter for your portfolio.

Writing  self-reflections and reasons of choice:

Decide why you have chosen each piece. What do you want to show with it?

Possible reasons for choosing a piece for your portfolio might be:

This is the best writing I did this month/term...

This piece shows how my writing has improved... (in a certain area?) (You might compare your best and your worst piece and analyze the differences.)

This selection shows a piece of writing through all stages of the writing process. (what has changed... what have I learned.... where have I improved...???

This is a piece I had big trouble with. Why? ...

I chose this to show that I’m good at poetry/ summarizing/ paraphrasing/ using precise language/organizing clearly/ supporting my arguments/ avoiding wordiness/ analyzing a novel or play/ describing a character/  describing a scene/ writing a personal letter/ writing a newsarticle/ viewpoint article/ writing a CV/ writing poetry/........

This is my favorite piece because...

This was my most interesting project...

This shows my interest in....

This shows that I can support my arguments... This is a strong argument because...

What would I do differently if I had to write this piece again?

This piece is important because....

The best part about this piece is....

This piece was most enjoyable to write because...

In this piece I learned to...

I’d like to burn this piece because....

I would like to keep working on this piece because...

See also the “Questions that promote self-reflection” on a separate handout.

After finding your own reasons for selecting a piece (take notes), have a peer conference about each choice. Explain to your peer why you want to include each piece. Ask for comments. (Use the “Peer Reflection Sheet”. Include your peer’s comments and then write up your reasons on an A6 card. Staple the card onto your paper.

Organize your portfolio neatly in a suitable container. Remember, its your way to present yourself as a reader and writer!!!
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